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Ukraine allocates US$1.8M for consulate in Forest Hills 


Toronto, Edmonton communities outraged 


By Marco Levytsky 

The Government of Ukraine has 
allocated US$1.8 million (C$2.75 
million at the current exchange rate) 
for the purchase of a Consulate-Gen- 
eral building in the predominately 
Jewish — and very expensive — 
neighbourhood of Forest Hills in 
Toronto, Ukrainian News has 
learned. 

This revelation has outraged both 
the Ukrainian community in Toronto 
and the one in Edmonton, where a 
fundraising drive to provide money 
for a Western Canadian consulate 
had been proceeding. 

"І expect this will have a very 
negative impact on our campaign to 
assist them with the establishment 
of the Ukrainian Consulate-General 
in Edmonton, and maybe on other 
programs,” Bill Diachuk, President 
of Ukrainian Canadian Social Ser- 
vices (Edmonton), which is acting 
as the leasing agent for the 
Edmonton Consulate Committee, 
told Ukrainian News. 

“Tt’s a slap in the face of the Ukrai- 
nian Diaspora,” said Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, co-owner of the 
Ukrainian Canadian Art Foundation 
building where the Toronto Ukrai- 
nian Consulate is currently located. 

Ukraine’s Cabinet of Ministers al- 
located the US$1.8 million to buy 
real estate in Toronto by the motion 
“On Purchase of Real Estate for 
Accommodation of the General 
Consulate of Ukraine in Canada” 
passed on Dec. 25, reported the 
Kyiv-based Ukrainian News 
Agency on its web site, Jan. 3. 

This was subsequently confirmed 
to this Ukrainian News by Yuriy 
Nykytiuk, press secretary of the 
Embassy of Ukraine in Canada in 
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Ottawa, and by Ihor Lossovsky, 
Consul-General of Ukraine in 
Toronto. 

Lossovsky said a six-member del- 
egation of the ministry responsible 
for state property visited Toronto in 
mid-December to view the proposed 
location and made the recommen- 
dation to Cabinet. 

He said the building the Consu- 
late is looking at is located on the 
comer of Avenue Road and Forest 
Hill Drive, just north of St. Clair. 

The building has about 750 square 
metres (7,500 square feet) of space 
and ample parking, he said. 

Lossovsky said the current loca- 
tion is “not adequate” and that 
Ukraine’s consulate should be lo- 
cated in a “prestigious, nice, dis- 

trict.” 

He also noted that the new loca- 
tion is accessible to subway lines. 
(Actually the current location is 
closer to both the High Park and 
Runnymede stations of the Bloor 
Street subway, than the new one is 
to either the Yonge Street or Spadina 
line St. Clair stations.) 

Lossovsky added that the deal 
hasn’t been closed yet, but the con- 
sulate is planning to move in the 
summer. 

Wrzesnewskyj suggested the only 
reason the consulate wants to move 
out of the current location is because 
it’s in Bloor West Village — the 
heart of the Ukrainian community 
in Toronto — and visible. 

He said consul officials want to 
stay as far away from the Ukrainian 
community as possible in order to 
cover their illicit activities. 

Since its establishment in 1992, 
the Toronto Consulate has been 
wracked with scandals. 

In December 1996, Vice Consul 
Oleksandr Yushko was deported by 
Canada after attempting to entice 
two girls, aged 12 and 14, into his 
car while in an extremely inebriated 
state. 

Last year the “Ukrayinska 
Pravda” web site printed an expose 
about the Toronto consulate activi- 
ties which charged that officials 
were receiving kickbacks from fees. 

The article also stated that ’’sus- 
picious” goods were being trans- 
ported through diplomatic pouches. 
The facilities for the consulate were 
first provided for Ukraine by the 
“Dopomoha Ukraini” Foundation 
set up by the Szafraniuk and 
Wrzesnewskyj families in Toronto. 

For the first five years, Ukraine 
was only charged a token $1 per year 
rent for the facilities, but that was 
raised after the Yushko scandal, said 
Borys Wrzesnewskyj. 

Borys’ sister Ruslana Wrzes- 
newskyj, who manages the property, 
says the current rent is C$5,350 per 
month — which is half of what she 
could get for that space at current 
market rates. 

She said she is shocked by the 
decision to move to Forest Hills. 

Just before the state property 


delegation visited Toronto, 
Ukraine’s Ambassador to Canada, 
Yuriy Scherbak, was in Edmonton 
to negotiate the terms of a Ukrainian 
consulate in this city. 

A tentative deal had been reached 
to rent a facility for five years — 
paid for with funds raised from the 
Ukrainian community in Edmon- 
ton. 

Diachuk told Ukrainian News that 
about C$28,000 has been collected 


Children’s writer 
target of death 
threats 


See page 3 


by the consulate committee, but 
what is to be done with that is now 
up in the air. 

He said he has been directed by 
the board of UCSS to ask Scherbak 
for an explanation about the recent 
revelations. 

The consulate board will meet on 
Jan. 24 at which time it will review 
its current position and also ask 
Scherbak for an explanation regard- 
ing the future of the Edmonton 


project, Diachuk added. 

Alberta Community Development 
Minister Gene Zwozdesky, who 
spearheaded the Edmonton consu- 
late project, says he too will be ask- 
ing Scherbak for an explanation. 

“This matter is obviously at the 
discretion of the Government of 
Ukraine and I am hopeful that it 
doesn’t jeopardize the chances of a 
Ukrainian consulate in Edmonton,” 
he said. 
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“Fire” engulfs Malanka 


The Vohon ( “Fire” in Ukrainian) Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Society held its Seventh Annual Ukrainian New 
Year’s Package at Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge in Jasper, Jan. 10-12. Like other years, the program was full of 
entertainment and cultural activities. Pictured above: Vohon dancers perform the hopak. For more, see Page 


13 of this issue. 


Кучма назвав умови, на яких готовий 
підтримати США у війні з Граком 


(Українська правда/нтерфакс- Україна)  -Прези- 
дент України Леонід Кучма знову заявив про необ- 
хідність використовувати всі можливості Ради 
безпеки ООН для розв'язання мирним шляхом 
ситуації, що склалася навколо Іраку. 

"Треба використовувати весь арсенал у рамках РБ 
ООН, світового співтовариства, і все-таки спробу- 
вати знайти мирне розв'язання питань, які стосу- 
ються ситуації й в Граку, і довкола нього", сказав 
він в інтерв'ю журналістам 19-го січня в столиці 
Кувейту, куди глава української держави прибув з 
офіційним візитом у рамках турне країнами 
Перської затоки. 

При цьому Кучма відзначив, що в України і 
керівництва Саудівської Аравії, де президент 
побував перед візитом до Кувейту, немає розбіж-- 
ностей у цьому питанні. 

Українська історія свідчить про те, що мирний 
шлях врегулювання "є єдиним", підкреслив глава 
держави. Він додав, що Україна - на боці світового 
співтовариства і підтримає рішення PB ООН по 


Траку, однак закликав почекати закінчення роботи в 
цій країні міжнародних інспекторів. 

"Якщо ООН підтвердить те, про що світ сьогодні 
говорить, ми будемо на боці світового співто-- 
вариства, у тому числі США, однак давайте пере-- 
конаємося, що це дійсно так", сказав Кучма. 

За його словами, у ході спілкування з керівницт-- 
вом Саудівської Аравії відчувалося, що візит 
української делегації є підтримкою арабським 
країнам щодо проблем близькосхідного врегулю-- 
вання, а також врегулювання питання навколо Іраку. 
"Відчували, що наш візит є підтримкою і Саудівської 
Аравії, і багатьох арабських країн із проблем 
близькосхідного врегулювання і врегулювання 
навколо Іраку", підкреслив президент. 

Кучма відзначив, що збитки Кувейту від війни з 
Іраком оцінюються в $180 млрд. і закликав замис-- 
литися над подальшими діями - "або зробити 
наступний крок, спробувати вирішити це питання 
мирним шляхом, або починати війну". 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 


484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


СУСПІЛЬНА СЛУЖБА УКРАЇНЦІВ КАНАДИ 


UKRAINIAN CANADIAN SOCIAL SERVICES 


11717 - 97 St. Edmonton, AB T5G 1Y3 
Ph.: 471-4477 Fax: 477-0617 E-mail:ucss@telusplanet.net 


UCSS 25th ANNIVERSARY 


will be celebrated at the Banquet that will be held 
on February 01, 2003 
at St. Basil's Cultural Centre 10819 - 71 Ave. 


We invite all community to join our special celebration 


Запрошуємо всю громаду до участі у святкуванню 
25- ліття діяльності ССУК в Едмонтоні 


For further information and tickets please call our office at 


471-4477 


TORONTO 

2265 BLOOR STREET. WEST 
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Member Card (Interac) Line of Credit 
Master Card Travellers Cheques 
Children Accounts RRSP/RRIF 
New Canadian Accounts Mutual Funds 
Business Accounts Car Leasing 


Come into So-Use Credit Union for all your financial needs 
Приходьте до Кредитової Спілки «СОЮЗ» щоб полагодити всі фінансові потреби 
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Завершено справу про 
нелегальний вивіз дітей за кордон 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Представники обласного управління Служби 
безпеки України заявили про завершення резонан-- 
сної справи, пов'язаної з нелегальним вивозом дітей 
із Прикарпаття до Сполучених Штатів Америки. 

Минулого року співробітники спецпідрозділу по 
боротьбі з корупцією та організованою злочинністю 
управління Служби безпеки України в Івано- 
Франківській області заарештували групу осіб, які 
займалися нелегальним вивозом за кордон дітей. 
Працівники спецслужби спершу не могли зрозуміти 
мети відправлення дітей до Сполучених Штатів 
Америки. Як з'ясувалося, четверо мешканців При - 
карпаття та один мешканець Вінницької області 
відправляли дітей до батьків, які перебувають у 
США на нелегальному становищі. 

Першу партію з 9 дітей зловмисники відправили 
за кордон під виглядом дитячої спортивної команди 
з плавання. Однак уже друга група з 15 дітей, які 
начебто були учасниками-фольклорно-етногра- - 
фічного гуртка, не отримала американських віз. 
Третю групу дітей, яких відправляли до США під 
виглядом учасників церковного хору, було затримано 


під час перетину українсько-російського кордону на 
території Сумської області. 

Керував злочинцями колишній мешканець Івано- 
Франківщини, а зараз громадянин США, який отри- 
мував за кожну дитину від 10 до 15 тисяч доларів. 
Працівники служби безпеки звернулися до амери- 
канських спецслужб із відповідною інформацією 
про незаконні дії колишнього громадянина України. 
Інші ж злочинці зараз очікують початку суду. 

Щодо цієї кримінальної справи, то керівник СБУ 
області Володимир Сахнюк наголосив, що не було 
можливості відстежити долю дітей за кордоном. І 
вони, цілком можливо, могли стати жертвами яки - 
хось шахрайських комбінацій, оскільки достеменно 
невідомо, якою ж була справжня мета відправлення 
дітей за кордон. 

Керівник служби безпеки України в Івано- 
Франківській області полковник Володимир Сахнюк 
також підкреслив, що в області й надалі активно 
боротимуться з нелегальними каналами перевезення 
людей за кордон, оскільки це не лише є порушенням 
закону, але й завдає відчутного удару по міжнарод-- 
ному статусу України. 


21 січня Україна прощалась з 
Сергієм Набокою 


Досвідчений журналіст, енергійна людина, один із 
найкращих — так характеризувала його чеська преса 


Оксана Пеленська, Радіо Свобода 

Перше повідомлення про раптову смерть Сергія 
Набоки принесло Чеське телеграфне агентство ЧТК. 
відразу в суботу, 18 січня. «Йдеться про видатного 
українського журналіста, чесну людину, котра була 
добре обізнана в політичних питаннях», повідомляло 
ЧТК. Сергій помер у Вінниці, де збирав матеріали 
про умови утримання в'язнів в українських тюрмах. 

Велику публікацію, присвячену Сергієві Набоці, 
помістив празький щоденник «Ческе новіни». Газета 
пише, що Сергій був досвідчений журналіст, - далі 
цитую газету: «відомий своїм атакуючим стилем». 
Та передусім «Ческе новіни» звертають увагу на 
загальні умови, в яких доводиться працювати 
журналістам в Україні. «Смерть Набоки настала 
після смерті директора інформаційного агентства 
«Українські новини» Михайла Коломійця», - 
продовжує далі празька газета i додає: «Побоювання 
за безпеку журналістів в Україні посилились після 
того, як в лісі поблизу Києва було знайдено тіло 


журналіста Георгія Гонгадзе». 

Своїми думками про Сергія Набоку поділився 
політоглядач Радіо Свобода Ян Юн: «Мені видається 
дуже показовим і сумним для України останнього 
часу той факт, що коли помре видатний журналіст, 
- аСергій був видатним журналістом, відомим бор-- 
цем за права людини і за демократію і дисидентом, 
- тобто коли цей журналіст помре навіть природною 
смертю, - а судячи з усього, Сергій помер природ-- 
ною смертю через перевтому, - то журналістам у 
цілому світі відразу пригадується назагал реальна, 
не дуже весела ситуація в Україні. Тому що вони 
вже звикли до того, що журналісти в Україні 
зникають чи помирають за дуже дивних обставин». 

Про обставини смерті українських журналістів 
згадує також і авторитетна празька газета «Млада 
Фронта Днес». Сергій Набока був одним із най- 
кращих, зазначає щоденник, - і четвертим видатним 
українським журналістом, якого не стало протягом 
останніх трьох років. 


"Страшилки" Піскуна Тимошенко не лякають 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -Лідер фракції 
БЮТ Юлія Тимошенко не виключає, що заява 
генерального прокурора Святослава Піскуна про 
намір знову направити до парламенту подання на 
притягнення її до кримінальної відповідальності, є 
просто залякуванням. 

Про це Тимошенко сказала в інтерв'ю журналіс- 
там, зазначивши, що на сьогодні подання від Генпро- 
куратури до Верховної Ради не надходило. За слова- 
ми Тимошенко, найближчим часом стане зрозуміло, 


чи це залякування, чи таке подання справді буде. "Але 
якщо лякають, то вже не страшно", сказала вона. 

Заяву Піскуна лідер БЮТ пов'язує з активізацією 
своєї діяльності. Зокрема, з тим, що нещодавно вона 
внесла до парламенту проект закону щодо внесення 
змін до держбюджету, де йдеться про суттєве 
скорочення фінансування силових структур і підви- 
щення мінімальних зарплат для соціальної сфери. 
"Я думаю, що вони просто не витримали такої 
пропозиції", зазначила Тимошенко. 
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У Коломиї розслідують випадки 
продажу жінок за кордон 


(Deutsche У/еПе)- До правоохоронних органів міста Коломия 
надійшло відразу дві заяви про продаж жінок за кордон з метою 
сексуальної експлуатації. 

Кілька років тому правоохоронці на Прикарпатті разом із праців- 
никами служби безпеки виявили групу зловмисників, яка займалася 
нелегальним переправленням жінок за кордон з метою їх подальшої 
сексуальної експлуатації. Цей випадок логічно продовжила справа з 
нелегальним вивезенням дітей за кордон, яку розслідували спів- 
робітники спецпідрозділу СБУ з боротьби з корупцією та організо- 
ваною злочинністю. 

Нещодавно в Коломийський міскрайвідділ міліції надійшла заява 
молодої мешканки міста, в якій вона звинувачує свого знайомого в 
тому, що він продав її в будинок розпусти ще влітку 2000-го року, 
пообіцявши перед тим пристойну працю за кордоном. У майже 
аналогічній заяві від мешканця одного з сіл Коломийщини пові- 
домлялося, що якийсь незнайомець вивіз у травні минулого року його 
доньку за кордон і намагався продати. В обох випадках порушено 
кримінальні справи. Відповідно гредставники міжнародного жіночого 
правозахисного центру "Ла Страда - Україна" вже неодноразово 
заявляли, що увага їхньої організації особливо прикута до При- 
карпаття, оскільки саме звідси чимало ошуканих зловмисниками жінок 
потрапляють у борделі за кордоном. 
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Timmins parishioner 


— 4 лютого, 2003 


want answers 


By Aaron Pickard, Timmins Times, January 11, 2003 

Parishioners of St. George’s Ukrainian Catholic 
Church are concermed over the fact that their beloved 
place of worship is being sold right out from under- 
neath them. 

The parishioners are also up in arms over the recent 
sale of the Villa St. George’s picnic grounds, again 
without anyone’s knowledge. Adding insult to injury 
is the fact that, though the picnic grounds were ap- 
praised at $150,000, it was sold for only a sixth of what 
it was worth, $27,500. 

“Our concern is that this is all being done without 
the parishioners’ knowledge. We found out about the 
church being put up for sale by sheer coincidence,” 
explained Orest Lawryniw, former president of the 
church council. 

“We received a new priest, Father Ivan Tsikhotskyy, 
about four years ago, to look over a small but faithful 
parish of some 25 people. Since then, we have had noth- 
ing but turmoil. 

“Father Tsikhotskyy dissolved the church’s councils, 
took over all financial assets totaling approximately 
$100,000 in investments and cash, closed out our lot- 
tery account, and took control of all financial matters 
pertaining to the church.” 

After several months of butting heads, the parishio- 
ners asked the Bishop to have the new priest removed, 
however, nothing came of the request. 

Upon the priest’s arrival in Timmins, church services 
were cut drastically, parishioners could only attend 
church once a month. However, the majority of those 
parishioners have decided to put their faith aside and 


boycott the church. 

“Needless to say, the parishioners are very upset. We 
had our church accounts drained. We’ve asked for docu- 
mentation that might explain what the money has been 
used for, and we’ve received none.” 

Lawryniw’s concern led him to write a letter to the 
editor, which was published in The Times several weeks 
ago. His letter also garnered national attention, as it 
was picked up by many other newspapers across 
Canada. As а result, Lawrinyw was flooded with email 
and phone calls from people in other communities who 
are experiencing the same tragedy. 

“There’s a lot more to this story than meets the eye,” 
he said. “I was most interested in learning about what 
happened in Winnipeg, involving a Ukrainian museum 
that was missing artifacts and another Ukrainian church 
missing money. This is obviously a national problem, 
not just a local one, and we’re all wondering what’s 
going on. The more attention I can shed on this, the 
better it is for us parishioners.” 

Lawrinyw has certainly ruffled some feathers in his 
efforts, he was even threatened with legal action. The 
irate parishioner will continue his quest to find answers. 
He’s even contacted WS, in hope that they will be in- 
terested in putting together an investigative story for 
television. 

“This is a running battle, it’s been going on for a 
number of years now. My parents and many others put 
their blood and tears into building that church, which 
became the first Ukrainian church north of Sudbury. It 
has hand-painted icons from a local Ukrainian artist, 
and we would hate to see that destroyed.” 


Children’s writer target of death threats 


It s a commonplace observation: Canada is a nation 
of many cultures and is the stronger for it. This country 
has grown because it has become home to peoples from 
around the globe who were looking for a safe place to 
live and prosper. Those who have come to Canada look 
forward to raising their children here and to making 
new lives for their families. 

But occasionally, newcomers bring old arguments 
and old enmities as part of their baggage. They bring 
the tensions of their native countries with them, and 
their bitter memories can poison their lives and the lives 
of others in Canada. For children’s author Marsha 
Skrypuch, enmity from the old world has come to 
threaten her safety in Canada. Skrypuch was born a 
Canadian, but because of what she has written about 
life in Ukraine decades ago, her life has been threat- 
ened. 

Skrypuch’s story began in 1989 when she reviewed 
a book for an Ontario newspaper. The book was Har- 
vest of Sorrow by Robert Conquest, a historical ac- 
count of the extermination of millions of Ukrainian 
peasants by Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin in the 1930s. 
As aresult of the review’s publication, someone painted 
a swastika on the door of her father’s office, which 
Skrypuch says was mistaken for her own address, and 
she received a death threat. 

Police, she says, dismissed her concerns and did not 
investigate, but Skrypuch felt that the swastika and the 
threat came from Stalinist communists who didn’t want 
a revival of interest in the worst horrors of the Soviet 
Union. 

Skrypuch became fascinated by the 20th-century his- 
tory of the Ukrainians as she explored documents and 
spoke to many people in Canada’s Ukrainian commu- 
nity. Her first book for children was published by Pen- 
guin Books in 1997. Silver Threads dealt with the in- 
ternment of thousands of Ukrainian-Canadians during 
World War I. 

At the time, they were assumed to be enemy aliens 
resident in Canada. 

In 2001, Skrypuch’s second picture book, Enough, 
focused on the ordeal of one small Ukrainian village 
threatened with famine during the Stalinist terror of 
the 1930s. The book portrayed the work of a girl in 

saving her village from disaster. This, too, led to hate 
mail and another death threat for the author. This time 
police took the threats seriously and arranged for sur- 
veillance of Skrypuch’s home. The author and her fam- 
ily adopted unlisted addresses and phone numbers to 
protect themselves. 

Skrypuch’s explanation for these extraordinary at- 


tacks is that Canadians who had been supporters of 
Soviet communism didn’t want anti-Stalinist views cir- 
culating, even now. One of Skrypuch’s attackers told 
her that the millions of dead must have deserved their 
fate; otherwise, they would not have died. 

Some writers might have decided to direct their en- 
ergies toward less dangerous topics, but Skrypuch, who 
had known little about the history of Ukraine before 
she began her writing career, found herself intrigued 
by what she was discovering. Ukrainians, she felt, were 
underdogs in Eastern Europe, and maybe in Canada as 
well and she felt it was crucial that the history of their 
agonies should be made available to young readers. The 
history of many parts of the Soviet Union before, dur- 
ing, and after the Second World War was unavailable 
in schools, and Skrypuch saw an opportunity to cor- 
rect that omission. 

According to Skrypuch, one of the most horrific ac- 
counts of that time and place is the story of the blind 
minstrels of Ukraine. These storytellers carried with 
them the traditional tales, some a thousand years old, 
of the Ukrainian people. It is said that during the 1930s, 
Stalin invited 200 of these minstrels to come to a con- 
vention, and then killed them all. 

In her next book, a young adult novel entitled Hope’s 
War, Skrypuch focused on a contemporary Canadian 
girl whose grandfather has been accused of war crimes 
during World War II. As she was developing her story, 
the author thought she would probably finish with the 
girl discovering that her grandfather was guilty. But as 
Skrypuch researched war crimes said to have been com- 
mitted by individuals who had settled and grown old 
in Canada since World War II, she discovered that very 
few, if any, of these allegations had actually been 
proven. And so she wrote a story about a man who has 
been wrongly accused and in the end establishes his 
innocence. 

As Hope’s War was approaching publication, sev- 
eral journalists interviewed Skrypuch about her book, 
but none of their stories were published, a circumstance 
the author finds puzzling. 

The larger story reflects the complex tensions of im- 
migrant communities who have made Canada their 
home since World War II. Working through the com- 
plicated spiderwebs of recrimination, suspicion, desire 
for revenge, and intrigue that arose out of wartime 
Europe is a challenging, almost impossible, business. 
As a Canadian writer who simply set out to write about 
the victims of war, Marsha Skrypuch has discovered 
that her curiosity has led her into real danger. 

This article was printed in the 2003 Freedom to Read Kit: 


S| Famine web site launched 


(UCC Toronto)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress-Toronto Branch 
and its Famine Genocide Commemorative Committee has announced the 
launch of a new web site: Famine-Genocide in Ukraine 1933at <http:// 
www.faminegenocide.com>. 

This web site was designed in response to a need for a handy and acces- 
sible resource to information, research materials, official documents, tes- 
timonies, academic analysis and articles dealing with the Famine-Geno- 
cide in Ukraine in 1933. 

It was developed in consultation with recognized authorities on this 
subject. The objective is to raise public awareness of one of the most dey- 
astating famines of the 20th century, in which millions of Ukrainians were 
deliberately starved to death. 

Resource materials include: a backgrounder, facts, quotes, Findings of 
the Commission on the Ukrainian Famine, diplomatic reports, memoirs, 
testimonies, numerous articles and academic lectures examining various 
aspects of this tragic event. An expanded bibliography and links lead to 
other sources of information. A special feature of the web site is a Teacher’s 
Guide to the Famine-Genocide, which was developed by Valentina 
Kuryliw. 

As Genocide Studies become an integral part of both secondary and 
post secondary educational instruction, this provides a ready-made resource 
for teachers and students. 

The Famine-Genocide Commemorative Committee members include: 
Eugene Yakovitch (Chair), Halia Dmytryshyn, Lesya Jones, Lesia 
Korobaylo and Marika Szkambara. We invite you to visit this new web 
site. The Committee welcomes comments as well as further additions to 
its resource materials. 


Make 
Lviv 
your 


classroom! 


July 14 to August 15, 2003 
The Ukrainian Language & Literature Program at the University 
of Alberta announces its third annual travel-study course in Lviy: 
/krainian Through its Living Culture 

An intensive six-credit course designed to enhance practical language skills 
through a direct experience of life in Ukraine. UKR 300/499 employs 
contemporary popular culture and media, taking maximum advantage of 
the urban Lviv environment to expand vocabulary and comprebension, 


Details: http://www.arts.ualberta.ca/~ukraina/Homepage.html 
Department of Modern Languages and Cultural Studies 

200 Arts Building * University of Alberta * Edmonton, Alberta T6G 2E6 
Phone: (780) 492-3272; Fax: (780) 492-9 106 

Email: oleh.ilnytzkyj@ualberta.ca 


Leave a legacy! Consider а gift to the Ukrainian Language & Literature Program. 


Canada’ Best Selection of 
Single Malt Scotch 


ВЕ й 


ПЕН 


# Import & Specialty Beers, including 
Slavutich Ukrainian Beer 


є» Champagne & Port 


б» Swissmar Corkscrews 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
780.452.2337 780.452.BEER 


США обговорили 
становище в Україні 


Михайло Мигалисько, Радіо Свобода 

Президент Польщі Александр Квасьнєв- 
ський 14-го січня провів у Білому домі 
переговори з президентом Сполучених 
Штатів Америки Джорджем Бушем. Крім 
двосторонніх американсько-польських 
питань, процесів розширення НАТО, між- 
народної боротьби із тероризмом, північно- 
корейської та, головне, іракської криз 
лідери Польщі та Сполучених Штатів обго-- 
ворили й справу України. 

«Сьогодні я не маю кращого від Польщі 
друга в Європі", заявив президент Сполу-- 
чених Штатів Джордж Буш під час зустрічі 
в Вашингтоні з польським лідером Алек-- 
сандром Квасьнєвським. Це вже вдруге за 
півроку, що президента Квасьнєвського 
запрошено на офіційні переговори до 
Білого дому. 

Власне, президент Польщі, як зазначають 
спостерігачі, є також тим єдиним лідером 
із країн - членів Північноатлантичного 
союзу, який досі, й то постійно, зустріча- 
ється з президентом України Леонідом 
Кучмою. 

І Вашингтон, i Варшава надають великої 
ваги нормальному, демократичному po3— 
виткові Україні й її інтеграції у євроат- 
лантичні структури, й це попри те, що 
адміністрація США цілком втратила довіру 
до президента України Леоніда Кучми через 
його особисту згоду на незаконні поста- 
чання зброї до Ipaky. 

"Україна була предметом переговорів 
пана Кваснєвського з президентом Бу- 
шем. Як відомо, пан Кваснєвський постій-- 
но наголошує на важливості України на 


європейському континенті й закликає до 
формування політики активнішої співдії з 
УУкраїною?, сказав для Радіо Свобода Алекс 
Міхальський, речник польського диплома -- 
тичного представництва у Вашингтоні. 

За словами Міхальського, президент 
Квасьнєвський під час зустрічі з прези- 
дентом Бушем вказав також на те, що не 
слід полишати Україну й необхідно працю-- 
вати з нею також згідно з Ризькою ініці- 
ативою. Метою цієї ініціативи, яку оголо-- 
шено минулого року, є продовжити полі- 
тику співдії з державами, які опинилися 
поза рамками переговорів щодо вступу в 
близькому майбутньому до НАТО чи ЄС. 

Офіційний Вашингтон покладає багато 
надії власне на політику Польщі щодо Ук- 
раїни, й зокрема в контексті тристоронніх 
польсько-американсько-українських CTO— 
сунків. Днями, виступаючи у Вашингтоні, 
Карлос Паскуаль, посол США в Україні, 
власне наголосив на важливості Польщі й 
президента Квасьнєвського в цьому про- 
цесі: "Вони мають спроможність говорити 
відкрито з українцями і вказати на власний 
досвід і пройдений шлях, щоб посприяти 
Україні інтегруватися у євроатлантичні 
структури. Хоча позиція американців і по- 
ляків не відрізняється, проте польська 
більше сприймається українською CTO— 
роною?, зазначив американський дипломат 
і додав, що практично всі інші західні сусіди 
України можуть послужити прикладом для 
української влади, як чинити на шляху 
формування демократичного суспільства, 
ринкової економіки та інтеграції в євро- 
атлантичні структури. 


Жир не віддає записи 
Мельниченка 


(Українська правда)- -Незрозуміла ситу- 
ація склалася навколо головних речових 
доказів, які вказують на причетність Кучми 
до вбивства Георгія Гонгадзе. Протягом 
тривалого часу комісія Григорія Омель- 
ченка не може отримати оригінали записів 
та диктофон Мельниченка, які досі пере- 
бувають у колишнього голови Олександра 
Жира. 

8 січня до Жира звернулася мама Георгія 
Леся Гонгадзе з проханням повернути в 
комісію оригінали записів та записуючий 
пристрій. У свою чергу Омельченко має пе- 
редати їх на експертизу до урядової струк- 
тури США. 

Раніше Омельченко заявляв, що через 
адвоката Миколи Мельниченка домовився 
з офіційними представниками США про 
проведення фоноскопічної експертизи 
аудіорозмов щодо Георгія. "Щоб мати ще 
один доказ у справі Гонгадзе, було вирішено 
звернутися до державних установ США", - 
зазначив депутат. 

Enones з поверненням оригіналів записів 
та диктофону триває вже досить довго. Як 
зазначив Омельченко, у Жира вони опи- 
нилися "на зберіганні" після того, як ком- 
панія Брюса Кеніга "Бек-Тек" провела 
дослідження епізодів по Гонгадзе i 
підтвердила їх автентичність. 

"Ті матеріали, які були надані Кенігу, 
вони перебувають під моїм контролем", 
зазначив у 10-го січня Олександр Жир, 
відповідаючи на питання УТ про те, чи 
наявні у нього й досі ці речові докази. Він 
відмовився уточнити, що значить 
формулювання "під моїм контролем". 

Жир був головою комісії по справі Гон-- 
гадзе Верховної Ради минулого скликання. 
Однак у березні 2002 він не переобрався 
до парламенту. Жир спробував ще раз на 
довиборах влітку, однак його зняли з пере-- 


гонів за добу до дня голосування. Зараз він 
має статус залученого експерта комісії. 
Але чіпи та диктофон не повертає. 

Місяць тому, 9 грудня Мельниченко 
звернувся в комісію Омельченка з про- 
ханням забезпечити офіційну передачу 
зроблених ним записів для експертизи до 
державних органів США. Цього не сталося. 
За даними УП, комісія намагається 
отримати від Жира ці речові докази вже 
ледь не чотири місяці. У відповідь чує 
тільки обіцянки. 

Як зазначив в інтерв'ю УП Омельченко, 
з клопотанням до Жира зверталися Миро-- 
слава та Леся Гонгадзе. Також до колиш- 
нього голови було направлено листа 
комісії, яка своїм рішенням просила повер-- 
нути оригінали записів та диктофон. "Він 
пообіцяв це зробити", казав Омельченко. 
Водночас він категорично відмовився 
коментувати, чи є якась домовленість по 
строках. 

"Я мав розмову з Жиром, він зараз пере- 
буває не в Києві. Я йому сказав про звер- 
нення, він пообіцяв повернути", зазначив 
Омельченко. 

В свою чергу Жир сказав, що "сприятиме 
всім можливим експертизам 1 діям, які до-- 
поможуть встановити істину в цьому та 
інших питаннях". "Все, що необхідно для 
проведення експертизи, мною буде зроб- 
лено". Жир також сказав, що не бачив 
звернень до нього комісії та родичів Георгія 
Гогадзе. 

На питання, коли оригінали записів і 
диктофон будуть повернені у комісію, Жир 
зазначив: "Всі матеріали будуть надані 
експертам з метою забезпечення їх 
збереження", Як зазначив Григорій Омель-- 
ченко, комісія ще не отримувала офіційної 
відповіді Мін'юсту США щодо проведення 
експертизи плівок Мельниченка з епізодів 

щодо Георгія Гонгадзе. 
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"Президенти Польщі 1 |Литвин і Янукович 
проти Медведчука 


Віктор Міняйло, Радіо Свобода 

У Верховній Раді України в день голо- 
сувань найбільший резонанс серед народ-- 
них обранців виник не внаслідок ухвалю-- 
ваних ними законів, а після виходу з фракції 
СДПУ(о) відомого народного депутата 
Олександра Волкова. Він заявив журналіс-- 
там, що створюватиме свою депутатську 
групу, куди вже погодилося увійти 15 
парламентаріїв. Серед них було названо ли-- 
ше народного депутата Олександра Біло-- 
вола. 

Голова Верховної ради України Воло- 
димир Литвин іще на початку тижня не 
передбачав якихось кардинальних змін до 
середини літа: "Я думаю, все розвива- 
тиметьдязштатно. Десь до середини літа. 
Після того почнеться швидкий процес 
переструктурування i перегрупування. 
Політичні сили будуть уже орієнтуватися 
на тих чи інших кандидатів. Оскільки, я 
думаю, що після літніх вакацій уже поч- 
неться відкрита передвиборна кампанія. 
Оце такий прогноз. А зараз буде політичне 
позиціювання". 

Політичне позиціювання активізував 
народний депутат Олександр Волков. Своє 
рішення вийти з фракції СДПУ(о) він 
прокоментував коротко: "Депутати - це не 
бидло, яке можна загнати в стійло і нака- 
зувати їм робити те, чи інше. Вибачте, мене 
це не влаштовує". 

Олександр Волков зазначив журналіс-- 
там, що повідомив про вихід із фракції 
президента України Леоніда Кучму i голову 
фракції СДПУ(о) Леоніда Кравчука. 

А ось що думає сам Леонід Кравчук: 
"Якщо виходять із метою створення інших 
фракцій, хай виходять. Слава Богу. Ще буде 
одна фракція. Якщо це буде фракція 
розумна 1 конструктивна. Я тільки цього 
хотів би. Бо фракцій можна створити й 
десять, але від цього може толку не бути 
ніякого. Вже не раз це робилося. То нехай 
їм щастить, якщо вони створять таку 
фракцію. Наша фракція достатньо кіль- 
кісно велика, щоб говорить, що для нас є 
проблема, коли вийде один, чи три де- 
путати. Це їх справа. Головне, щоб вони 
вийшли з метою конструктивної роботи, а 
не з метою амбіцій. Якщо це амбіції, то це 
пусте діло". 


А ще Леонід Кравчук зазначив, що коалі-- 
ційний Кабінет міністрів на чолі з Віктором 
Януковичем не консультується з його 
фракцією щодо ухвалення своїх рішень. 

Загалом вчинок Олександра Волкова - це 
ляпас не стільки Леонідові Кравчукові, 
скільки голові партії СДПУ(о), главі ад- 
міністрації президента України Вікторові 
Медведчукові. 

Про існуючий чи можливий конфлікт 
між Кабінетом міністрів і адміністрацією 
президента я запитав в уповноваженого 
фракції СДПУ (о) Нестора Шуфрича: “A не 
бачу жодних підстав щодо самої підстави 
для такого конфлікту..." 

- Підставою називають те, що Віктор 
Федорович i Віктор Володимирович, як 
майбутні кандидати в президенти... 

"Сьогодні президентську виборчу кам-- 
панію почала одна особа. І це не Віктор 
Володимирович, і не Віктор Федорович. Ці 
два політики на сьогоднішній день, на мій 
погляд, займаються своєю конкретною 
роботою i виконують свої функціональні 
обов'язки". 

Дещо іншої думки про конфлікт між 
урядом і президентською адміністрацією 
представник фракції тієї особи, яка почала 
виборчу кампанію, Микола Томенко: "Ми 
вже живемо в системі цього тертя, яке ще 
не стало антагоністичним конфліктом. 
Ситуація, яку я показував навіть кількома 
голосуваннями, і ситуація, про яку виразно 
розповідає Леонід Кравчук, дуже чітко 
показує, що лінія конфлікту існує. Вона 
сьогодні більш така латентна, прихована. 
Але реально існує. Голосування СДПУ(о) 
абсолютно дике за поясненнями i 
виправдовуваннями. Де, скажімо, деякі 
члени політбюро проголосували, а деякі — 
ні. Це означає насправді, що логіка взаємин 
уряду і парламенту є такою, яка не задо- 
вольняє адміністрацію президента. Тобто, 
в даному випадку цей конфлікт чіткий. 
Причому, на сьогоднішній день конфлікт 
по лінії не просто Віктор Янукович проти 
Віктора Медведчука, а Віктор Янукович і 
Володимир Литвин проти Віктора Мед- 
ведчука". 

А повість, як посварилися Віктор Федо-- 
рович і Віктор Володимирович, очевидно, 
матиме своє продовження. 


У Донецьку почався суд у 
справі про вбивство Щербаня 


(ForUm)—15-ro січня вранці в Донець- 
кому апеляційному суді розпочалося слу- 
хання справи за обвинуваченням у причет- 
ності до вбивства народного депутата 
Євгена Щербаня i організації вибуху на 
стадіоні «Шахтар» у 1995 році, внаслідок 
якого загинув президент однойменного 
футбольного клубу Ахат Брагін (в кримі- 
нальному світі був відомий під ім'ям Алік 
Грек). 

Як обвинувачений перед судом постав 
уродженець Ясиноватої (Донецька об- 
ласть) Сергій Денисов, 1969 року народ- 
ження. Відразу після початку засідання 
суддя апеляційного суду Сергій Музикант 
оголосив перерву до понеділка (20 січня) в 


зв'язку з тим, що обвинувачений не озна- 
йомлений із звинувачувальним висновком. 

За словами Сергія Денисова, він лише 
ввечері був доставлений в Донецьк з Ки- 
ївського СІЗО СБУ, повідомляє «Остров». 
Тут таки в залі засідання суддя передав 
Денисову для ознайомлення два томи зви- 
нувачувального висновку. До свого арешту 
в січні 2002 року обвинувачений проживав 
у Маріуполі разом з дружиною 1 донькою. 

Роль Денисова в інкримінованих йому 
злочинах поки що не розголошується, 
однак за неофіційною інформацією він був 
водієм у машині, з якої вівся розстріл 
Євгена Щербаня та його сім'ї в Донецькому 
аеропорту. 


На Донеччині за використання дитячої 
праці порушено кримінальну справу 


(УНІАН)- Прокуратурою міста Дими- 
трове Донецької області порушено кримі- 
нальну справу проти директора ПП 
"Октан" за використання дитячої праці. 

Як повідомили УНІАН у прес-службі 
Донецької обласної прокуратури, директор 
ПП порушив вимогу КЗпП України і 
прийняв на роботу з небезпечними умовами 
праці заправниками на АЗС неповнолітніх, 
встановивши їм графік роботи у вигляді 
змін тривалістю 24 години. Крім того, 
директор виплачував заробітну плату в 


розмірі 100 грн., тобто меншу за вста- 
новлений законодавством мінімальний 
розмір заробітної плати. 

Кримінальну справа порушено, в цілому, 
за трьома статтями Кримінального кодексу 
України - ст. 172 ч. 2 ("Грубе порушення 
законодавства про роботу щодо непов- 
нолітніх"), ст. 175 ("Невиплата заробітної 
плати"), і ст. 150 ("Використання дитячої 
праці на шкідливому виробництві"). Справу 
направлено до суду. 
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Group battling to change 
public’s apathy over corruption |foreign Ukrainian status 


By Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL) — The public perception that Ukraine is 
rotten with corruption is not new. 

But the latest opinion poll (Jan. 15) by Ukraine’s 
Social Monitoring Center and the Institute of Social 
Studies is startling because of the high numbers of 
people who believe that most or all government offi- 
cials are on the take — 78 percent of respondents — 
and the admission that 44 percent personally paid bribes 
last year. 

The figures paint an even more ominous picture than 
a survey commissioned last year by a nongovernmen- 
tal body working in Ukraine called Partnership for a 
Transparent Society (PPS). That survey found that 65 
percent of Ukrainians believe corruption is very wide- 
spread. 

In the latest poll, respondents accuse staff in 
Ukraine’s supposedly free medical system of being the 
biggest bribe takers. That’s in line with the results of 
the PPS survey, which showed that more than half of 
those receiving medical treatment admitted to paying 
a bribe to receive service. 

Both polls showed that traffic police, tax inspectors, 
and teachers in higher education are among the most 
common bribe seekers. 

PPS, funded by the U.S. Agency for International 
Development, is working to convince Ukrainians that 
corruption need not be an inevitable part of their lives. 
PPS Director Marta Kolomayets said the organization, 
which has been working in the country for two years, 
wants to inform ordinary Ukrainians about the rights 
they possess and to help organize groups to fight cor- 
Tuption. 

Kolomayets said PPS is not aimed at eradicating cor- 
ruption among the top echelons of government but 
rather at the levels that affect ordinary people — bribes 
paid to medical personnel for treatment, to staff to ad- 
mit children into higher education, or to minor bureau- 
crats to issue vital documents or payments such as pen- 
sions. 

Kolomayets said PPS also helps small and mid-sized 
businesses negotiate the obstacles presented by the 
country’s opaque business regulations and erected by 
bribe seekers, such as the tax inspectorate, fire depart- 
ment safety officials, and public hygiene inspectors. 

She said PPS has opened seven regional offices and 
that another four will open by the end of this month. 
These function as advice centres, where individuals can 
drop in for help with problems linked to corruption. 
The centres coordinate with other nongovernmental 
agencies also interested in combating bribery and cor- 
ruption. 

Kolomayets said one of PPS’s most positive achieve- 
ments has been to get local government authorities in- 
volved in the anticorruption process. “I think one of 
our biggest successes is that we were able to unite non- 
governmental organizations from various regions of 

Ukraine which, even if they have different interests, 
want to fight the problem of corruption and want more 
transparency from local government. I also think that 
it’s important that we have been able to work as part- 
ners with local and state government bodies and their 
departments. I think that this shows something is chang- 
ing and that officials are prepared to listen to the opin- 
ions of the community, to people’s thoughts, and to 
incorporate them in their work. That means that the 
society is turning into a more democratic society,” she 
said. 

PPS coordinator Svetlana Yaremenko, from the east- 
ern city of Donetsk, said a vital ingredient of the work 
is informing people of their rights and letting them know 
they can come to the project’s offices for advice. 

She said the Donetsk office operates a telephone “hot 
line,” which is often used by small and mid-sized busi- 
nesses. Yaremenko explained what she believes is the 
project’s greatest value: “Another reason for the im- 
portance of our program is that many people acknowl- 
edge that corruption exists in Ukraine today, but un- 
fortunately they are unwilling to fight against it. Most 
say, | Yes, there is corruption, but we’ll wait to see what 
happens.’ Only a small proportion say they will try to 


CIS summit relocated to Kyiv 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy Zlenko on Jan. 21 
confirmed media reports that the CIS informal summit originally sched- 
uled for Ivano-Frankivsk, western Ukraine, on Jan. 28-29, will be held at 
the same time but in Kyiv, Interfax and UNIAN reported. 

UNIAN on Jan. 20 quoted a diplomatic source from Moscow as saying 
that some CIS presidents objected to meeting in Ivano-Frankivsk, citing 
insufficient transport and accommodation infrastructure. 

Earlier, the radical nationalist Ukrainian National Assembly-National 
Self Defense announced it would stage protests against holding the CIS 


summit in western Ukraine. 


fight against it. That shows that people accept the ex- 
istence of corruption but are not prepared to fight 
against it. Therefore, I think the work of our coalition 
is important to instill that everyone personally should 
do something and that only through a united effort can 
we defeat this phenomenon.” 

The project coordinator from the southern Mykolaiv 
region, Anatoliy Ivanychenko, said that bribery — 
whether money or gifts — is so prevalent that many 
officials do not consider it wrong. “They don’t under- 
stand at all that receiving a present, a gift of gratitude, 
is not really a sign of thanks but that it’s something 
corrupt. They don’t understand that just because ап 
official has issued a document without delay or has done 
what the law says he should do, that receiving a re- 
ward is corrupt,” he said. 

His colleague, Orest Pasichnyk, project coordinator 
in the western city of Lviv, agreed. He believes many 
officials who would likerto run honest operations feel 
helpless to root out corruption. “I’m sure that some of 
the heads of [government] departments are dismayed 
at having to work in places where such negative things 
are happening — that is, corruption and so forth. That’s 
natural. And some of these heads of departments can- 
not deal with the problem because the junior staff cover 
up for one another, and it’s possible that the chief 
doesn’t even know about many of the goings-on.” 

Both men say that working with local authorities is 
essential to foster reform. 

The mayor of the western Ukrainian town of 
Drohobych, Mykhaylo Luzhetsky, says PPS has dem- 
onstrated a more open way for the town’s functionar- 
ies to work. He said important decisions are now taken 
following public meetings, where the views of towns- 
people are heard. 

Luzhetsky said an office has been provided where 
citizens can receive clear explanations about what is 
happening in the town and to get advice from lawyers 
and other specialists about problems they may be en- 
countering. He said that he and other officials regu- 
larly appear on television and radio phone-in programs, 
where they answer questions about official matters. 

Luzhetsky said the combination of transparency and 
the involvement of the public in decision making is a 
good recipe for fighting corruption. “This transparency 
is one of the ways we can fight corruption because all 
matters to do with privatization, questions of renting 
out facilities, questions about construction projects, are 
resolved transparently with the participation of the com- 
munity before we make the final decision. Decisions 
are not made by just one or two officials but after con- 
sultation with the community. The scope for corrup- 
tion diminishes, as it’s not just one or two bureaucrats 
making the decision,” he said. 

Luzhetsky said PPS inspired him to take another prac- 
tical step to lessen corruption: “We’ve also implemented 
our project combating corruption by rotating 70 per- 
cent of all our town officials into different jobs. This 
movement of people, who have worked for a long time 
in the same office, has snapped many of the links that 
lead to corruption, and today we have a fairly positive 
result.” 

The PPS’s Ivanychenko says one of the biggest prob- 
lems facing Ukraine is that young people seem to ac- 
cept the necessity for bribery. That sentiment also 
emerged from the most recent poll, which shows nearly 
one-quarter of respondents nationwide — and nearly 
half in the capital, Kyiv — believe that paying bribes 
is a normal part of life. 

“Tn our experience, most of the people we work with 
are more than 50 years old. The younger generation 
prefers to resolve matters speedily, even if this means 
making illegal payments, to save time. But this returns 
like a boomerang to affect that same person,” 
Ivanychenko said. 

PPS Director Kolomayets said the latest poll shows 
again the importance of demonstrating to ordinary 
people that they are not powerless and that — with 
enough determination and information — they can 
combat corruption. 


A <p 


eer Debt Free ° 


A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 
* Collectors Calling? " Wages Garnisheed? » Bills Unpaid? + Credit Refused? 
Call Us About: 
- Consumer Proposals " Bankruptcy Protection " Debt Payment Plans 


FREE Consultation - Appointments Anytime 
Chartered Accountant - Trustee In Bankruptcy 


"Your Problem, Our Privilege, Your Protection, Our Priority” 
: 1-800-463-3328 
#820 Sunlife Place, 10123 99 St. 


Rada mulls over 


(Centre Peace, Conversion and Foreign Policy Ukraine)—The 
Verkhovna Rada has considered in the first reading two bills on legal sta- 
tus of foreign Ukrainians and Ukrainians living abroad. 

The bill, submitted by MP Thor Ostash (Our Ukraine faction), Andriy 
Derkach (faction of the Industrial and Entrepreneurs and Labor Ukraine 
parties), offers to allow persons having a status of foreign Ukrainians to 
stay in Ukraine for 120 days a year without any written invitation or visa. 

According to the bill, a foreign (or Diaspora) Ukrainian is a person, 
who lives outside Ukraine, has Ukrainian ethnic roots, has preserved Ukrai- 
nian cultural-linguistic self-consciousness and is not a citizen of Ukraine. 

The document certifying foreign Ukrainian status is issued by Ukraine’s 
Foreign Ministry or Ukraine’s diplomatic office or consulate abroad. 

Under the bill, the foreign Ukrainian has a right to get visa for tempo- 
rary staying in Ukraine on business or private affairs for the period of up 
to three years without any invitation from the Ukrainian side. As well, the 
foreign Ukrainian can get education visa for the whole period of educa- 
tion without invitation. 

A person wishing to get such status should file a written application to 
Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry or Ukraine’s diplomatic office or consulate 
abroad. 


Ukraine opens criminal proceedings 


against Chornobyl officials 


(VOA News)—The Ukrainian prosecutor-general’s office says it has 
opened criminal proceedings against officials at Ukraine’s former nuclear 
power station at Chornobyl. 

The state prosecutor’s press office says the officials are accused of tax 
evasion and abuse of power. Officials say inspections have revealed that 
the station’s management misused more than US$5.5 million in Novem- 
ber and December 2001, nearly one year after the plant was closed perma- 
nently. 

The Chornobyl] nuclear power station is the site of the world’s worst 
nuclear accident. On April 26, 1986, a massive explosion and fire at 
Chornobyl’s Number 4 reactor contaminated vast areas of Ukraine, Belarus 
and Russia and spewed a radioactive cloud over Europe. Thousands have 
died from the effects of the radiation released during the accident. 

The United States and other developed countries have pledged more 
than $2 billion to fund the closure of the remaining Chornobyl reactors. 
For years, Ukraine resisted international calls to close the facility, saying 
it needed the electricity the plant generated. 
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Yushchenko needs to change tactics 


By Taras Kuzio, Kyiv Post, Dec 19, 2002 

Nine months after the parliamentary elections, Viktor 
Yushchenko’s two-pronged tactics of creating a demo- 
cratic parliamentary majority based on Our Ukraine and 
selected oligarch groups while pressing for a Polish-style 
round-table between the opposition and authorities have 
clearly failed. 

The takeover of the government and parliament by pro- 
presidential forces that was completed on Dec. 17 has left 
Our Ukraine completely sidelined. If his tactics had 
worked, Yushchenko would have been applauded as the 
leader who moved Ukraine into the post-Leonid Kuchma 
era. Instead, it is Yushchenko’s failures of leadership that 
are now coming under the spotlight. 

Although the pro-presidential forces have gained the 
upper hand since the elections, this victory is unlikely to 
be long lasting. Ukraine’s regional and ethno-cultural di- 
visions are such that the battle between pro-presidential 
oligarchs and the opposition is bound to end in stalemate. 
Neither side is strong enough to force its opponents into 
unconditional surrender. This rules out the formation of a 
typical CIS authoritarian state, as some oligarchs, Kuchma, 
and Russia would probably prefer, or a breakthrough by 
national democratic reformist forces, which the West 
would prefer. 

In order to achieve a breakthrough, the ruling oligar- 
chic clans or the opposition would have to be united. This 
is not likely. While Russia’s “party of power” Yedinstvo 
has stuck together since the December 1999 elections to 
the State Duma, the For a United Ukraine bloc disinte- 
grated into seven factions after the election, despite prom- 
ises it would be transformed into a party to be led by 
Kuchma. 

Meanwhile, the opposition is divided into moderates 
and radicals. While the Socialists and Tymoshenko’s bloc 
are clearly radicals, Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine is divided 
between statists willing to work with some oligarchic cen- 
trists and radical reformers closer to Tymoshenko. The 
Communists have also demonstrated themselves to be 
moderates by their willingness to reach an accommoda- 
tion with the executive and oligarchs whenever they felt 
they had to. However, most members of Our Ukraine are 
ready to cooperate with the two radical groups but not 
with the Communists, due to their unreconstructed 
hardline ideology. When such a plan for cooperation was 
proposed recently by Our Ukraine, the Socialists and 
Tymoshenko both rejected it. 

In his speech commemorating the famine of 1932-33 
last month, Kuchma played on these divisions, asking how 
the national democrats could ever cooperate with the Com- 
munist party that unleashed the famine. He neglected to 
mention that he himself was a member of the party until 
1991. A subsequent decree outlined plans for a monument 
to the victims of the famine and Communist crimes as 
well as a research centre. These plans may have had less 
to do with Kuchma’s sincere interest in rectifying Soviet 
crimes than with fomenting divisions in the opposition. 

At their peak, national democrats could count on up- 
wards of a third of the vote in presidential and parliamen- 
tary elections. In the December 1991 presidential elec- 
tions, the five national democratic candidates obtained a 
combined total of 34.2 percent, including 23.2 percent 
for Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chornovil. The national demo- 
crats subsequently lost popularity, reaching a low point 
in the March 1998 parliamentary elections, when the still- 
united Rukh, the Forward Ukraine bloc, Reforms and 
Order and the Republican Christian Party together polled 
only 14.8 percent. In the March elections, Our Ukraine 
received 23.56 percent of the party-list vote nationwide 
and was the most popular force in 14 western, central and 
north-eastern oblasts and in the city of Kyiv. Adding the 
Yulia Tymoshenko bloc’s 7.21 percent, national demo- 
crats obtained nearly a third of the vote (30.77 percent). 

The 2002 vote for the two national democratic blocs 
thus represented a return to the popularity levels of De- 
cember 1991. In the last two years, Yushchenko’s popu- 
larity ratings have remained stable at 25-30 percent. No 
other Ukrainian politician is anywhere remotely close. 
This has perhaps made him and his bloc overly confident 
about his chances in the October 2004 presidential elec- 
tion. After all, the core national democratic vote is not 
sufficient to win a presidential election. 

If Yushchenko’s ratings were 50-60 percent, he could 
be certain of victory in the first round of an election. But 
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he is bound to be aware that if he faces an oligarch сап- 
didate in the second round, the Communists would likely 
desert the opposition and urge their supporters back the 
oligarch. After all, they followed just that line in the 
April 2001 vote of no confidence in the Yushchenko 
government. 

Given the divisions between Eastern and Western 
Ukraine, Yushchenko can hardly expect 50-60 percent 
ratings. In the March elections, Our Ukraine did not 
even make it over the 4 percent barrier in the two Donbas 
oblasts, which account for 10 percent of the national 
population, and the city of Sevastopol. Ominously, 
Donetsk governor Viktor Yanukevych, who was able to 
block the opposition in Donetsk Oblast and ensure it 
was the only oblast where For a United Ukraine was 
able to come first, was made prime minister last month. 

Yushchenko’s tactics since the election have been to 
some extent understandable. To be sure of victory in 
2004, some oligarchic support would be useful in East- 
егп Ukraine. Moderate oppositionists like Yushchenko 
look upon the oligarchs in a pragmatic manner — some 
are good and some are downright bad. By contrast, the 
romantic-radical Socialists and the former oligarch 
Tymoshenko see them as all bad. Our Ukraine clearly 
consider the SDPU(u), led by Presidential Administra- 
tion head Viktor Medvedchuk, to be beyond the pale. 
Our Ukraine deputy and Writers Union head Volodymyr 
Yavorivsky said in Toronto in September that the ac- 
tions of the SDPU(u) are inexcusable as they “stole di- 
rectly from the budget.” 

Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr Omelchenko shares this aver- 
sion, and he ensured that virtually no SDPU(u) posters 
were to be seen in the capital during this year’s cam- 
paign. Though the SDPU(u) is the political wing of the 
so-called Kyiv clan, the parliamentary and concurrent 
local elections demonstrated that it is not popular in 
Kyiv. 

Meanwhile, Our Ukraine has attempted to broker 
deals with such “good” oligarchs as Viktor Pinchuk and 
Serhiy Tyhypko as well as former Tax Administration 
head and now First Deputy Prime Minister Mykola 
Azarov. There are some slight indications that, unlike 
the SDPU(u), these figures may wish to gain legitimacy 
and move Ukraine forward. Even Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko’s People’s Democratic Party, the failed 
“party of power” from the 1998 elections, is voicing 
criticism and claims it is not an “oligarchic” party. How- 
ever, Medvedchuk has been able to effectively block 
any deals between Yushchenko and the eastern oligarchs. 

A Yushchenko victory in 2004 would, of course, be 
considered a major threat by Kuchma, who is fearful 
for his retirement, and the oligarchs, who fear corrup- 
tion and abuse of power charges in the post-Kuchma 
era. Without the accusations against Kuchma arising 
from the Melnychenko tapes, Yushchenko might have 
succeeded in convincing Kuchma that he would give 
him immunity. However, after the release of the tapes 
and the collapse of the parliamentary majority created 
during the early 2000 “velvet revolution,” Kuchma was 
left paranoid about his future and increasingly reliant 
on Medvedchuk for his personal security. 

In the meantime, Yushchenko has little choice but to 
carve out for himself a moderate oppositionist stance. 
Ukrainians prefer to elect strong leaders. Since the elec- 
tions, Yushchenko’s leadership skills have looked weak. 
However, he still has time to rectify this before the elec- 
tion. Anti-corruption and anti-oligarchic rhetoric might 
even win Yushchenko votes in Eastern Ukraine. 

If Kuchma wants to ensure stability and security af- 
ter 2004, his successor cannot come from one of the 
three main clans: SDPU(u) (Kyiv), Labor Ukraine 
(Dnipropetrovsk) and Regions of Ukraine (Donetsk). 
This would alter the balance of power and lead to clan 
conflict. Yushchenko’s rival may therefore turn out to 
be disgraced former Minister of Interior Yuriy 
Kravchenko, who has recently been appointed head of 
the State Tax Administration. He is devotedly loyal to 
Kuchma, but is not a member of any of the three main 
clans. 

Finally, regardless of who is elected president in 2004, 
Kuchma should not count on enjoying immunity for- 
ever. He may reflect on the experience of Yugoslavia 
and Chile in dealing with discredited leaders who 
thought they could live peacefully in retirement. 
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Ukraine gives Diaspora 
the back of the hand 


(But government can still redeem 


itself if it follows common sense) 


The Ukrainian government’s decision to allocate US$1.8 million (C$2.75 
million) to buy real estate for a new Toronto consulate in — of all places 
— the very expensive and predominately Jewish Forest Hills district — is 
nothing but a direct slap in the face of Canada’s Diaspora community. 

To date Ukraine has depended upon the good will of Canada’s Ukrai- 
nian community to maintain its diplomatic infrastructure here. The Ot- 
tawa Embassy was funded entirely by the Ukrainian community and the 
Huculak family. The Toronto Consulate was provided for by the Szafraniuk 
and Wrzesnewskyj families. For the first five years the Ukrainian state 
was only charged a token $1 a year in rent. That was raised only after the 
behaviour of consulate employees shocked the Ukrainian community. And 
even now, the rent the Ukrainian state pays is only half the market value. 
In Edmonton the proposed consulate has depended again upon the good 
will of the Ukrainian community and its own fundraising efforts as well 
as the good will expressed by representatives of both the City of Edmonton 
and the Government of Alberta. 

But, now that the Government of Ukraine has suddenly discovered that 
it does have enough money to fund its own diplomatic infrastructure what 
does it do — it decides to buy property in one of the most — if not the 
most — expensive districts of Toronto — and far away from the neighbor- 
hoods where most Torontonians of Ukrainian origin live. 

What that’s going to do to Edmonton’s fundraising efforts is now prob- 
lematic. Who in the Ukrainian community is now going to donate funds 
for Ukrainian diplomatic infrastructure needs, when the state itself spurns 
the Ukrainian community for more “prestigious” and expensive locales? 

There is no doubt that Ukraine’s diplomatic corps have been acting in 
bad faith with the Ukrainian community in Canada. Ambassador Yuriy 
Scherbak was in Edmonton, assuring the community here of Ukraine’s 
profound interest in establishing a consulate for Western Canada just weeks 
before the State property delegation visited Toronto to view the Forest 
Hills site. There is no way he could not have been aware of the Toronto 

consulate’s plans. 

There are valid reasons for both a Toronto and an Edmonton consulate. 
Ontario still has the largest Ukrainian population in Canada and the Toronto 
consulate would continue to serve them. But the majority of Ukrainians in 
Canada live in the four western provinces and Edmonton is central to this 
region. Not to mention the fact that Alberta has been in the forefront of 
technical assistance to Ukraine and is the home of the oil and gas industry 
which has been very instrumental in helping Ukraine develop its own natu- 
ral resources. 


Yet, all is not lost. The Forest Hills deal has not yet been finalized. 
Hopefully the Government of Ukraine can be convinced to reverse an 
extremely stupid decision. 

The answer to this dilemma is very simple. US$1.8 million is more than 
enough to buy property in either Bloor West Village or Etobicoke — which 
is where most Toronto Ukrainians live — and still have enough for a first 
class facility in Edmonton. This is the decision the Government of Ukraine 
should take and this is the position Ukrainian communities in both Toronto 
and Edmonton should put to Ukraine’s diplomatic corps in Canada — in 
very unequivocal terms. 


Dear Mr. Levytsky; 

We extend our sincere appreciation to you for includ- 
ing the advertisement of our third recording “The Spirit 
of Ukrainian Christmas with the Todaschuk Sisters” in 
your Christmas issue of “Ukrainian News”. We also 
greatly appreciate the article reviewing our latest release 
in your wonderfully presented newspaper. 

We have received much positive response from sub- 
scribers of the Ukrainian News. We thank you for intro- 
ducing our latest recording to your subscribers and for 
helping us bolster the preservation and promotion of 
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Ukrainian Christmas traditions. 

We wish you God’s blessings during the Christmas 
Holiday and the best of everything in 2003 and al- 
ways! 

Веселих Свят i Щасливого 2003-го Року! 

Rosemarie Todaschuk, Todaschuk Sisters, 
Winnipeg 
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Volunteers and charitable Construction of Jewish 
organisations in Ukraine 


By George Duravetz 

Volunteers from Canada and especially from the Ukrainian 
Diaspora have done some beneficial and worthwhile work in 
Ukraine. The project that the Ukrainian Catholic Church un- 
dertook to restore the former Sheptytsky Hospital in Lviv and 
the Children of Chornobyl Project have both been a success. 

The same can be said for the Petro Jacyk Foundation Project 
that organises and funds a yearly Ukrainian language festival 
and competition that encompasses schools throughout 
Ukraine, the CIS and the Ukrainian Diaspora. The funding 
provided for the Kyiv Mohyliaska Academia, The Ostroh 
Academy and the Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv is 
also money well worth spent. 

Other projects, although well intentioned, were a waste of 
time and money. They only satisfied the over inflated egos of 
the organisers and the volunteers that went to Ukraine to carry 
them out. One such project was the “Teaching English in 
Ukraine” project undertaken by various organisations, fed- 
erations and congresses. The volunteers sent out were often 
not teachers but well-intentioned individuals with knowledge 
of English. They usually arrived during the summer months 
of July and August (the dead season in Ukraine) and stayed 
for a short period of 2 to 3 weeks. Their students were usu- 
ally a mixed bag of individuals of various ages and levels of 
education. They may have slightly increased their passive 
vocabulary and learned a few idiomatic expressions but on 
the whole, it made little or no difference. 

Canadian and American teachers also arrived to conduct 
conferences, seminars, colloquiums and work shops on teach- 
ing language, literature, history, geography etc. They arrived 
thoroughly convinced in the superiority of the North Ameri- 
can system of education and totally ignorant of the system of 
education in Ukraine. They falsely assumed that the struc- 
tured and teacher-centred system of education in Ukraine was 
obsolete, flawed and deficient in all aspects. They surmised 
that the then absence of computers, calculators and elaborate 
library facilities indicated an inferior-system. 

The Canadians and Americans lectured their Ukrainian col- 
leagues on the virtues of child-centred education and open- 
concept classrooms. They introduced their colleagues to con- 
cepts and methodology that, although interesting, were im- 
practical and inapplicable in Ukrainian schools. Many Ukrai- 
nian teachers are products of the old Soviet system and are 
grossly under paid (150 to 225 hryvnias per month.). The 
turnover of teachers is great as older teachers retire and 
younger teachers abandon their schools to take higher paying 
jobs in business and industry or emigrate. 

Furthermore, the Ukrainian system of education at all lev- 
els is grossly under funded. Teachers are often owed several 
months-back wages; schools lack new equipment and are in 
bad need of repair. There is always a shortage of new Ukrai- 
nian textbooks with many schools still using old Soviet text- 
books that are in Russian. School libraries are stocked with 
old Soviet books or with cheap Russian language editions. 
Most American texts and reference books are now available 

only in Russian translation. There is no indication that the 
situation will change or improve in the near future. 

Another ill-conceived project is the one aimed at provid- 
ing used computers for Ukrainian schools and institutions. 
Thousands of dollars have been collected and spent on col- 
lecting and shipping these discarded computers to Ukraine. 
The old 486’s and low end Pentiums are often incompatible 
with the Ukrainian electrical system. (Ukraine uses the 50- 
cycle system while Canada uses the 60-cycle system.) Parts 
are often unavailable for these discarded computers and the 
modems and programs that they contain are often infected 
with numerous viruses. All Microsoft programs in Ukraine 
are in Russian. Yes, there are Ukrainian fonts and a few pro- 
grams have been developed. Bill Gates has promised that a 
Ukrainian program would be developed but so far nothing 
has materialised. To use Microsoft Word and the Internet in 

Ukraine, one must know Russian. Consequently, Russian lan- 
guage classes have now been reintroduced into schools of- 
fering computer courses. Canadians should understand that 
the latest Pentium IV computers and photocopiers are avail- 
able all over Ukraine at a fraction of their price in Canada. 
They carry a guarantee and can easily be serviced. Why spend 
all that money shipping computers and photocopiers to 

Ukraine and then being hassled by Ukrainian customs offi- 

cials who want their cut. It doesn’t make sense. 

{recently visited Chernivtsi State University and was shown 

a room full of junked computers and obsolete printing ma- 

chines that had been shipped from Canada as a “gift” from 

Ukrainians in Alberta. I was told that the Canadians had col- 

lected and spent $60,000 crating and shipping the obsolete 

Macintosh computers and discarded typographical equipment 

to Chernivtsi. Now the university must spend money to have 

the machines cut up for scrap iron. I was told that with the 
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money spent by the Canadians the University could have pur- 
chased a state of the art printing press from Germany. 

The worst example of waste and futility are Canadian Gov- 
ernment sponsored and funded consulting services and feasi- 
bility studies. They often fail to take into account the specific 
social and economic conditions in Ukraine or the financial 
restraints of the system. Theoretical solutions are often pre- 
sented for resolving complex social and economic problems 
when a practical hands-on approach would have been more 
successful. Much of the money designated for these services 
and studies is spent on honoraria, first class air tickets, ex- 
pensive hotels, restaurants and cars. Few of the recommen- 
dations made are ever implemented because the capital in- 
vestment that they require is non-existent. 

Canadian aid to Ukraine has been in areas of government 
administration, education, banking, marketing, law and con- 
stitutional reform. This aid has often taken the form of con- 
ferences, seminars, student and government exchanges as well 
as guest lectures at various institutes or institutions of higher 
education. Although the Ukrainian Government has supported 
such exchanges and Ukrainians have eagerly participated in 
them, the end results have been rather negligible and at best 
marginal. Upon returning to their places of employment par- 
ticipants often encounter a solid wall of bureaucratic opposi- 
tion, indifference and sometimes outright hostility. Any new 
ideas, especially from the West, are often considered a chal- 
lenge to administrative authority, credibility and competence. 
In the very few instances when the ideas and recommenda- 
tions of participants are implemented in programs initiated 
by various government ministries and departments, they have 
had little or no success. This has often resulted in the 
discreditation of Canadian expertise. 

There are, however, some specific areas in which Canadi- 
ans may render aid to Ukraine that would be both beneficial 
and practical. Furthermore, It would give Canadians a higher 
profile than they now enjoy and the costs would be manage- 
able. 

¢ Fund the translation into Ukrainian and the publication of 
authoritative Canadian university texts in the areas of archae- 
ology, business management, economics, geography, market- 
ing, philosophy, political science, psychology and sociology. 

e Publish a Ukrainian language issue of Canadian Geo- 
graphic for distribution in Ukraine. 

» Fund the translation into Ukrainian of materials that de- 
scribe the hazards of alcohol, tobacco and substance abuse. 

» Fund the translation into Ukrainian of materials on un- 
safe sex and the causes and symptoms of aids that would help 
dispel the rampant homophobia in Ukraine. 

e Fund the translation into Ukrainian of materials on all 
aspects of women’s issues and problems including spousal 
abuse. (A serious problem in Ukraine.) 

» Fund the translation into Ukrainian of materials relating 
to childcare, care of the elderly and palliative care. 

» Provide training in all phases of dental hygiene and the 
use of state-of-the-art dental equipment. 

» Fund the translation into Ukrainian of materials on all 
aspects of Canadian agriculture that is relevant to Ukraine. 

» Fund the establishment of a model public and school li- 
brary including the training of professional librarians and staff. 
Provide lectures and courses by Canadian specialists о on all 
aspects of library science. (Libraries in Ukraine are 19" cen- 
tury relics.) 

¢ Fund the establishment of a user-friendly museum, which 
would serve as a model for the reconstruction, and 
modernisation of museums in Ukraine. (Museums in Ukraine 
are in a sad state of disrepair and neglect.) Community in- 
volvement should be stressed. 

¢ Churches and organisations should be encouraged to adopt 
a particular orphanage, homeless shelter or senior citizens 
home and provide them with badly needed clothing and sup- 
plies. Buying these items in Ukraine can save much money. 

» Ukrainian-Canadians from a particular district or village 
could adopt a school in order to send it much needed school 
supplies, sports equipment and library books in both English 
and Ukrainian. Ukrainian books should be purchased in 
Ukraine. 

Even if some of the above proposals were implemented, 
Canada’s profile in Ukraine would be raised substantially and 
some urgent problems would be addressed. The cost of mak- 
ing translations would not be great as Ukraine now has a co- 
hort of competent English to Ukrainian translators who work 
for a fee that is substantially less than what is charged in 
Canada. 

George Duraveiz is a correspondent for The Steinbach Car- 
illon, Manitoba. 


cultural centre in Babyn 
Yar protested 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Congress of Ethnic Communities of 
Ukraine and the Kyivan society “Memorial” recently pro- 
tested against the erection of a Jewish cultural entertainment 
centre in Babyn Yar, an historic area near Kyiv where Nazis 
executed Jews, Ukrainians and Gypsies during World War II. 
Forty-one Ukrainian political parties and public organizations 
have supported the protest. This news was reported by the 
information agency ForUm on Jan. 9. 

According to the Congress of Ethnic Communities of 
Ukraine and Memorial, the American Jewish Joint Distribu- 
tion Committee is planning to build a Jewish cultural centre, 
entitled “Naslediye” (Heritage), near the memorial to the vic- 
tims of the Nazi terror. The authors of the protest stated that 
the centre is going be built for theatrical performances, art 
exhibitions and music festivals. 

“Even though holding such events at the tragic place of 
mass killings is brutal disrespect to the victims, Serhii 
Babushkin, chief architect of Kyiv, has approved the erection 
of this cultural entertainment center with no sign of hesita- 
tion,” reads the protest statement. 

The authors of the statement said that the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee has already been granted a 1- 
hectare area for construction of the centre in Babyn Yar. Now 
a construction project needs to be approved by the Municipal 
Construction Council. If this happens, it will mean that the 
centre will be built on human bones, reads the statement. 

The protesters have no objections to the erection of a Jew- 
ish cultural centre in any other neighborhood in Kyiv. How- 
ever, they consider building the centre at the place where thou- 
sands of people have died to be immoral. 

Representatives of the local Jewish community have also 
spoken against building the centre in Babyn Yar. In particu- 
lar, staff members of the Institute of Jewish Studies have 
unanimously refused to participate in this project. 

Yakiv Dov Blaikh, chief rabbi of Kyiv and Ukraine, has 
expressed some reservations about the project as well. 


N. Korean famine 
compared to Ukraine’s 


(Eastern Economist)—Andrew Natsios, administrator of the 
U.S. Agency for International Development, has compared 
the North Korean food shortage with famines that killed 7 
million people in Soviet Ukraine in 1933 and 30 million people 
in China’s “Great Leap Forward” in the late 1950s. 

“Kim is an upgraded version of Nazi Germany’s Hitler,” 
Dr. Vollertsen said after emerging from North Korea. “He’s 
committing genocide.” 

The Washington Times wrote on Jan. 6: “North Korean 
leader Kim Jong-il is largely responsible for the famine that 
has killed more than 2 million of his people over the past 
decade, say Korea observers and food-aid officials. Their 
analysis supports the contention of President Bush that North 
Koreans are starving because Mr. Kim; hasn’t seen to it that 
their economy is strong or that they be fed’.” 


PGO believes Gongadze 
slain by Kravchenko 
squad, Omelchenko says 


(Ukrayinska Pravda)—The Prosecutor General’s Office, as 
well as the parliamentary commission of inquiry, believes that 
Heorhiy Gongadze was slain by a special Interior Ministry 
task force known as “Kraychenko’s eagles,” says commis- 
sion head Hryhoriy Omelchenko. 

“The Prosecutor General’s Office and the commission pur- 
sue the same theories as to the immediate perpetrators of the 
murder of Heorhiy Gongadze. From the outset, the commis- 
sion has believed that it was the work of a special detachment 
of the Interior Ministry, referred to as “Kravchenko’s eagles 
in the Melnychenko recordings,” Omelchenko told UP, Jan. 
13. 

The PGO is working on this possibility, Omelchenko says, 
adding that at a meeting of the commission on Dec. 10 last 
year, Prosecutor General Piskun and his deputy Shokin voiced 
this theory. 

Omelchenko says that “events that took place last week, 
also prove that”. The deputy would not elaborate on what 
event he referred to. He noted that information about the per- 
sons, suspected of murder of Gongadze, was conveyed to the 
Interior Ministry and Security Service. He added that the com- 
mission, headed by him, is awaiting to hear from law-enfore- 
ers. 

Omelchenko also says that the evidence collected by the 
commission points out that Kuchma, Kravchenko, Derkach 
and Lytvyn “were accessories in the Gongadze’s abduction. би 

“But whether they were organizers of Gongadze’s murder, 

І am not prepared to say today”, the lawmaker admitted. 


Ukraine-U.S. relations 
further strained by reported 
new Iraqi arms sales 


By Jeffrey Donovan 

(RFE/RL)—’The Times” of London quotes 
a senior U.S. official in Washington as say- 
ing that Ukraine has sold a pontoon bridge to 
Iraq and that Kyiv’s arms transfers to Baghdad 
are a “continuing problem.” 

At the State Department on Jan. 10, spokes- 
man Richard Boucher told a briefing that he 
could not confirm the new allegations but said 
Washington will be looking into them. 

“Transfers of military equipment to Iraq are 
violations of UN sanctions. We look into 
these. We have very strong nonproliferation 
partnerships with a number of governments, 
including ones in Europe and Eurasia. In the 
case of Ukraine, we’ve been working on that 
kind of arrangement, and we do have an obli- 
gation to look into these matters, these reports, 
and check up on them,” Boucher said. 

Ukrainian Foreign Minister Anatoliy 
Zlenko responded on Jan. 10 that Kyiv has, 
in fact, exported pontoon bridges, but never 
to Iraq. “If there are any pontoon bridges in 
Iraq, our government doesn’t have any re- 
sponsibility for it because Ukraine never sold 
such bridges directly to Iraq,” Zlenko said. 

But the allegations come at a delicate time 
for U.S.-Ukrainian relations, which have suf- 
fered since the U.S. alleged in September that 
it had proof that Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kuchma had authorized the sale of a sophis- 
ticated Kolchuga aircraft-detection system to 
Iraq in violation of United Nations sanctions. 
That incident surfaced as the U.S. was seek- 
ing United Nations support to disarm Iraq of 
its suspected weapons of mass destruction. It 
prompted the U.S. to freeze aid to Ukraine 
and launch a broad policy review toward Kyiv. 
Boucher said the policy review is still ongo- 
ing. But a U.S. official told RFE/RL that the 
State Department may comment on it in com- 
ing weeks. 

Such comment is unlikely to be positive. 
Carlos Pascual, the U.S. ambassador to Kyiv, 
told a policy forum in Washington earlier this 
month that the Kolchuga affair is just one of 

several incidents over the last two years to 
negatively affect American-Ukrainian rela- 
tions. 

“I would characterize the relationship be- 
tween the United States and Ukraine as per- 
haps the most difficult it’s been since [Ukrai- 
nian] independence. Trust has been eroded. 
There have been missed opportunities, and in 
some cases there are radically conflicting per- 
spectives on the relationship,” he said. While 
Pascal said the Kolchuga affair was the single 
most damaging incident to relations, he said 
things began to deteriorate in late 2000 when 
audiotapes recorded by a former Kuchma 
bodyguard appeared to implicate the president 

in the murder of opposition journalist Heorhiy 
Gongadze. 

Relations have further eroded, Pascual said, 
as Ukraine has cracked down on the media, 
mishandled the accidental shooting down of 
a Russian airliner last year and sold arms to 
Macedonia during peace talks and shortly af- 
ter Kuchma had promised that Kyiv would 
not do so. 

“President Kuchma assured [White House 


Premiers confirm 


strategic partnership 


(RFE/RL)—The prime ministers of Poland 
and Ukraine, Leszek Miller and Viktor 
Yanukovych, confirmed in Warsaw on Jan. 8 
that relations between the two countries sig- 
nify a strategic partnership, PAP reported. 

During a one-day visit to Poland, 
Yanukovych also met with President 
Kwasniewski and the speakers of the Sejm 
and Senate. The premiers discussed the visa 
regime that Poland will introduce on July 1 
for its eastern neighbors. 

Miller said visas will be inexpensive, mul- 
tiple-use, and easily available. 

Miller told Yanukovych that Poland is still 
interested in building the Odesa-Brody- 
Gdansk oil pipeline on a commercial basis. 


national security adviser] Condoleezza Rice, 
[NATO Secretary-General Lord] George 
Robertson, [and European Union foreign- 
policy chief] Javier Solana that Ukraine would 
not transfer heavy arms to Macedonia during 
a period of time when there were negotiations 
on a peace settlement. And within one month 
of that time, there were transfers of heavy 
arms to Macedonia, which was a tremendous 
breach of trust.” 

But if there is distrust in the U.S. of Ukraine, 
Pascual said American criticism has made 
people in Ukraine question Washington’s 
motives. He said many Ukrainians believe the 
U.S. is seeking to undermine Kuchma and 
replace him with someone from the opposi- 
tion, such as former Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko. 

“That is wrong. The United States is not 
trying to influence or seek to effect a change 
in Ukrainian politics. What our goal and our 
hope is to promote a free and fair and open 
electoral process that allows the Ukrainian 
people to decide who they want as their lead- 
ership. But making those decisions about lead- 
ership is not in our hands.” 

Pascual, speaking at the private Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, said 
America sees Ukraine as having the potential 
to join NATO and the European Union one 
day. But for now, he said its leadership has 
eroded trust in the relationship and that the 
U.S. has concluded that Ukraine is not a reli- 
able partner. 

According to James Sherr of the United 
Kingdom Defense Academy, U.S. policy con- 
trasts with that of the European Union, which 
sees its ultimate border as not including 
Ukraine. Sherr, speaking at the American 
Enterprise Institute in Washington, said the 
EU policy has forced Kyiv to rethink its drive 
to join the West and has pushed it back to- 
ward Russia. 

For that reason, Sherr said, the U.S. and 
other NATO countries have done well not to 
cut off military cooperation with Ukraine. He 
said many reforms have been made in 
Ukraine’s military through its cooperation 
with NATO, and it would have been point- 
less to stop all that, despite fallout from the 
Kolchuga affair. 

Nicholas Burns, the U.S. ambassador to 
NATO, said in Washington that the arms sales 
to Iraq have, in fact, dealt a blow to NATO’s 
ties with Kyiv. But he said in a speech at Johns 
Hopkins University that things could still 
improve: “We couldn’t see elevating to anew 
status, a new level, NATO-Ukraine relations 
at a time when Ukraine was being irrespon- 
sible in its arms-exports policy toward the no. 
1 troublemaker in the Middle East. But we 
still do hope that over the course of the short 
and medium term, we can work with Ukraine, 
to try to bring it into the equation of this pat- 
tern of relationships with NATO that will keep 
Europe stable.” 

Ambassador Pascual listed four areas in 
which Washington and Kyiv can work to re- 
build trust and relations. 

First, he said that if, in the end, there is no 
way to reach a common understanding over 
the Kolchuga affair, then at least the two coun- 
tries could channel their energies into help- 
ing Ukraine reform its export controls. 

Second, he said the U.S. needs to broadly 
engage with the Ukrainian government, in- 
cluding closer cooperation with ministers and 
stepped up relations between the U.S. Con- 
gress and the Ukrainian parliament. 

Third, Washington must help Ukrainian 
civil society, and Ukrainian authorities must 
recognize and encourage the role of a demo- 
cratic opposition and independent media, and 
interfere with neither. 

Finally, Pascual said military cooperation 
should continue, and he urged Kyiv, which 
has said it wants to join NATO, to carry out 
the action plan it approved at NATO’s No- 
vember summit in Prague. He said the U.S. 
has an obligation to help Ukraine join West- 
erm institutions, such as NATO, the World 

Trade Organization, and the EU. 
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Report says U.S. antiterrorism 


effort shields 


By Robert McMahon 

(RFE/RL)—A leading nongovernmental 
organization monitoring human rights affairs 
says the United States is undermining its glo- 
bal antiterrorism effort by failing to act con- 
sistently to protect rights at home and abroad. 

New York-based Human Rights Watch says 
in its latest annual report that the United States 
in the past year has shown it is unwilling to 
confront its key antiterrorism partners on hu- 
man rights. It says countries such as Pakistan, 
Uzbekistan, and Russia have persisted with 
rights abuses with little challenge from the 
United States, tainting Washington’s tradi- 
tional leadership role in improving rights stan- 
dards worldwide. 

The report also says the United States re- 
fuses to be bound by the standards it has 
preached. to others. It said the U.S. govern- 
ment abused immigration laws to deny crimi- 
nal suspects their rights and refused to apply 
the Geneva conventions to prisoners of war 
from Afghanistan. 

The director of Human Rights Watch, Ken- 
neth Roth, told reporters Jan. 14 at UN head- 
quarters that Washington has a special respon- 
sibility to uphold rights standards. “We are 
not claiming that the United States is the 
world’s worst human rights offender. But be- 
cause of America’s extraordinary influence, 
the Bush administration’s willingness to com- 
promise human rights while fighting terror- 
ism sets a very dangerous and counterproduc- 
tive precedent,” Roth said. 

U.S. State Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher told reporters Jan. 14 that the U.S. 
government has not weakened its support of 
human rights. He said, to the contrary, that 
Washington has moved to make rights a cen- 
tral part of helping strengthen societies in the 
fight against terrorism. “Democracy has been 
a hallmark of our policy around the world, 
and we’ve made very clear in the war on ter- 
rorism we think one of the best defenses 
against terrorism is to have the kind of soci- 
ety that is able to sustain itself, have the kind 
of society that’s based on economic and po- 
litical freedom, where terrorism has a harder 
problem growing and a harder problem ex- 
isting,” Boucher said. 

But the Human Rights Watch report says 
that in a growing number of instances, the 
United States appeared willing to overlook 
abusive behavior by states allied in the anti- 
terrorism struggle. For example, it faulted 
Washington for delegating the security of 
post-Taliban Afghanistan to warlords and pro- 
viding them with money and arms. The re- 
port also criticized U.S. support for Pakistan’s 
military ruler Pervez Musharraf after he 
pushed through moves to extend his power. 


rights abusers 


Human Rights Watch said Russia and China 
received soft treatment from Washington de- 
spite repressive moves in Chechnya and 
Xinjiang. It also said Washington shielded Is- 
rael from international pressure after alleged 
abuses by the military in fighting Palestinian 
group and their suicide bombings. 

Roth told reporters that his organization 
recognizes the threat posed by Al-Qaeda and 
terrorism, saying they can be addressed in part 
by using “classic security methods.” But he 
said the United States has proved too willing 
to permit rights abuses, feeding what he said 
was a kind of backlash of growing anti-Ameri- 
canism and reluctance to join the antiterror- 
ism campaign. “It is а gift to the terrorists and 
for that reason, when we see this pattern rep- 
licated in Pakistan, in Afghanistan, in 
Uzbekistan, in Indonesia, in Egypt, in Saudi 
Arabia, in Chechnya, we are profoundly con- 
cerned, because we understand the panic re- 
sponse — ‘let’s do anything we can to stop 
the terrorists’ — but we hope that the Bush 
administration can gain enough critical dis- 
tance to understand that this flouting of hu- 
man rights standards is hurting the antiterror- 
ism effort,” Roth said. 

The Human Rights Watch charges against 
the United States were seen as overstated by 
another human rights expert, Ruth 
Wedgwood, who teaches international law at 
Yale and Johns Hopkins universities. In com- 
parison with most governments engaged in 
war, the U.S. domestic measures have been 
relatively mild, says Wedgwood, who is also 
the U.S. representative on the UN Human 
Rights Committee, a panel that reviews how 
states comply with the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights. 

Wedgwood told RFE/RL that so far domes- 
tically there have been no drastic moves such 
as interfering with free speech and that the 
government has been using its existing pow- 
ers Over immigration more robustly. The U.S. 
government, she said, appears to be acting 
responsibly to a serious threat from a group 
that targets civilians and has shown an inter- 
est in using weapons of mass destruction. 
“You don’t want to let the war on terrorism 
become the occasion for undoing all the 
progress that’s been made in trying to limit 
how military governments behave and [re- 
moving] the kind of court transparency that 
you would prefer in a democracy, but at the 
same time, you have to be realistic about the 
nature of the Шгеаї," Wedgwood said. 

(The full text of the HRW report can be 
found at: http://www.hrw.org/wr2k3/) 

(RFE/RL correspondent Antoine Blua con- 
tributed to this report.) 


Our Ukraine fears money laundering 


law may lead 


(Eastern Economist)—Approving changes 
to the law on money-laundering as suggested 
by the government may lead to the establish- 
ment of a police state in the country, said depu- 
ties from Our Ukraine. 

They stressed they believed FATF require- 
ments as submitted to the Verkhovna Rada 
differed from the official demands from the 
Force. 

Deputy Yuri Kostenko said the Rada had 
not seen the official document with FATF de- 
mands. Our Ukraine stated the opposition 
considered the changes suggested by the goy- 
ernment to be unconstitutional. They said this 
led to doubt the changes demanded by FATF 
and those suggested by the government were 
the same. 

Meanwhile, Foreign Affairs Minister 
Zlenko said he hoped the country would find 
understanding with individual FATF members 
and be able to soften the impact of possible 
sanctions. He said Ukrainian embassies in 
FATF member-countries had been told to con- 
tact relevant Finance Ministries to discuss the 
issue. He added Ukrainian diplomats would 
do their best to avoid severe repercussions. 


to police state 


The government also plans to keep talking 
with FATF in order to determine how sanc- 
tions can be canceled, said Premier Viktor 
Yanukovych. At the same time he stressed the 
government had not yet received an official 
statement from FATF conceming the decision. 
Yanukovych said the government would try 
to get FATF to cancel the sanctions. 

US Ambassador Carlos Pascual said the US 
believed Ukraine would introduce the neces- 
sary changes to legislation on money-laun- 
dering. He said it was not a matter of FATF 
increasing sanctions. He stated history showed 
every country that had to deal with FATF de- 
veloped changes to its legislation. He pointed 
out this included Russia, Israel and the Phil- 
ippines. Pascual stressed three major prob- 
lems: when suspected transactions should be 
tagged, when this information should be trans- 
ferred to police and the connection between 
legislation and the Criminal Code. 

Ukrainian bankers said the FATF’s impos- 
ing sanctions on Ukraine would hurt the 
country’s image. UkrSotsBank Chair Borys 
Tymonkin said FATF sanctions put Ukraine 
in the same league as Nigeria and Nauru. 
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Is Ukraine a member ої the CIS? 


By Taras Kuzio 

Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma offered a novel 
response to a question posed to him at a Dec. 28 press 
conference in Chernihiv, a town located near the 
Belarus-Russia border. Eleven years after the CIS was 
created by the three eastern Slavic states to replace the 
USSR, Kuchma disagreed with the description of 
Ukraine as merely an “associate member” of the CIS. 

Throughout the 1990s, Ukrainian diplomats and of- 
ficials had routinely employed that formulation to dem- 
onstrate that Ukraine was opposed to the integration 
within the CIS that then Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
assiduously promoted. The logic of the Ukrainian ar- 
gument was based on the assumption that, as the Ukrai- 
nian parliament had never ratified the 1994 CIS Char- 
ter, Ukraine was not a full member of the CIS. It was 
therefore only an “associate member.” 

The only problem, as Kuchma has now finally 
pointed out, is that the CIS Charter makes no mention 
of any “‘associate member” status with respect to the 
CIS. Unfortunately, Kuchma failed to bring his point 
to its logical conclusion — namely, how could a non- 
member (Ukraine) have participated in so many CIS 
institutions and signed countless CIS documents? At 
the November CIS summit in Chisinau, Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin even proposed that this nonmem- 
ber head the CIS Heads of State Council. Luckily, the 
proposal was opposed by three other CIS states and 
therefore failed to pass. At the upcoming CIS summit 
on 28 January, Ukraine will again be proposed for that 
position. But as Ukraine’s Hromadske Radio pointed 
out on Jan. 15, Ukraine’s “bid for chairmanship is le- 
gally vulnerable.” 

Ukraine’s de jure nonmembership of the CIS reflects 
three factors. First, there is the general widespread le- 
gal nihilism that pervades the CIS. It has long been 
pointed out that documents signed by CIS members 
(and “nonmembers” like Ukraine) are rarely imple- 
mented. A legal, contractual, and political culture that 
would guarantee the implementation of interstate docu- 
ments, whether signed within the CIS or internation- 
ally in general, is simply absent within CIS states. The 
same is true of the yawning gap between domestic leg- 
islation and government-executive policies. 

Second, there is the very nature of the CIS. The CIS 
is often criticized for being a moribund and ineffective 
structure. Why then does it still exist, when it was cre- 
ated in December 1991, according to then Ukrainian 
President Leonid Kravchuk, for the sole purpose of fa- 
cilitating a “civilized divorce” among the then-Soviet 
republics? 

One answer to that question was given by two Rus- 
sian authors writing in “Izvestiya” in November 2000 
on the ninth anniversary of the formation of the CIS. 
CIS members and nonmembers “are not so much 
friends as compelled to co-exist with one another, like 
divorced spouses who cannot make the final break.” 
“The CIS 15 а communal apartment for people who are 
tired of one another, who no longer live together, but 
do not yet live apart,” the authors continued. 

For most CIS states, neither option — living within 
the CIS or outside it — is preferable. At the same time, 
living together in the CIS “communal apartment” pro- 
vides psychological support to CIS leaders, most of 

whom hail from the same Communist Party or KGB 
background and have similar political cultures and un- 
derstandings of the outside world. Although the phrase 
“near abroad,” used by Russia to denote the CIS as 
distinct from the “far abroad,” has fallen into disuse, it 
still reflects the general tendency to view the CIS as a 
family club. 

This shared perception can become vitally impor- 
tant during periods of international isolation, such as 


that Ukraine has experienced since late 2000, when the 
“Kuchmagate” crisis began. At such times, Russia and 
the CIS become vitally important to Kuchma’s survival. 
Russian State Duma Speaker Gennadii Seleznev said 
on a visit to Ukraine last month, “Ukraine has realized 
that the West is not going to open its embrace. There is 
a far more reliable partner and ally it should stay side 
by side with [i.e. Russia].” 

Russia has preferred not to formalize its Soviet-era 
frontiers with neighboring CIS states, agreeing only to 
delimit them on maps but not to demarcate them. The 
Antiterrorist Center of the CIS, established in June 
2000, is headed by Major General Boris Mylnikov, who 
served in the KGB from 1975-91 and was the first 
deputy head of the Federal Security Service (FSB) de- 
partment responsible for the “protection of constitu- 
tional order and the struggle against terrorism.” Point- 
edly, the centre is headed and staffed by the FSB, 
Russia’s internal intelligence agency, not the external 
intelligence body, the Foreign-Intelligence Service 
(SVR). 

During his December visit to Ukraine, Seleznev con- 
trasted the actions of the U.S. ambassador to Ukraine, 
Carlos Pascual, with those of Russian Ambassador to 
Ukraine Viktor Chernomyrdin. When Pascual (or the 
U.S. Congress, as in the March 2002 elections) talks 
about democratization, human rights, free elections, and 
reform in Ukraine, this is understood by Ukraine and 
Russia as “interference” (just as in the Soviet era). When 
Chernomyrdin tells Ukrainians whom not to vote for 
and demands the upgrading of Russian to a second state 
language, this is seen as brotherly advice, Seleznev 
claimed. 

Third, Ukraine’s multivector foreign policy is a re- 
flection of the country’s history and competing identi- 
ties. Ukraine has jealously guarded its sovereignty since 
the disintegration of the USSR. It has therefore declined 
to join Russian-led supranational institutions, such as 
the Eurasian Economic Community (EEC), which 
Ukrainian leaders believe could undermine its sover- 
eignty. By contrast, it was a founding member in 1997 
of the GUAM alignment, which also includes Geor- 
gia, Azerbaijan, and Moldeva but not Russia. Similarly, 
Ukraine never acceded to the CIS Collective Security 
Treaty (signed in Tashkent in June 1992), although even 
before Sept. 11, 2001, full membership of the CIS An- 
titerrorist Center was deemed compatible with 
Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

Ukraine’s involvement in the various CIS sub-orga- 
nizations is as confusing and selective as is its mem- 
bership (or nonmembership) of that structure. In 1995, 
Ukraine joined the CIS Air Defense Agreement as an 
“associate member,” even though no such status for- 
mally exists and no other CIS state has claimed it. In 
1998, Ukraine joined the CIS Interparliamentary As- 
sembly, which seeks to harmonize legislation across 
the CIS. (It remains unclear why membership of this 
body does not conflict with membership of the Coun- 
cil of Europe.) 

While refusing to join the EEC, Ukraine has also 
agreed to “observer” status in that body. Ukrainian of- 
ficials argue that full membership of the EEC conflicts 
with Ukraine’s steps toward Euro-Atlantic integration. 
Chernomyrdin, however, disagrees because he knows 
full well that none of the six members of the EEC seeks 
EU membership. Meanwhile, the EU has not voiced 
any opinion, as Ukraine’s hypothetical future member- 
ship of the EU is not in the cards. 


Dr. Taras Kuzio is a resident fellow at the Centre for 
Russian and East European Studies and adjunct pro- 
fessor, Department of Political Science, University of 
Toronto. 


Husar hopes to settle property issues with RCs at church level 


(RISU.org.ua)—The Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church (UGCC) and the Roman Catholic Church 
(RCC) will settle all church property issues between 
themselves at the church level. This announcement was 
made by Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the UGCC, 
at a press conference in Lviv on Jan. 17, when he spoke 
about Roman Catholic church buildings currently used 
by the UGCC. Both the UGCC and the RCC would 
now like to legitimize the UGCC’s use of 12 Roman 
Catholic churches in Lviv at the official church level. 

“We would like to consider this church matter on an 
official basis, taking into account current Ukrainian 
legislation, in order to avoid any misunderstanding in 
the future and secure normal and lasting use of these 
buildings by our church,” said Cardinal Husar. He also 

stressed that this issue has already been discussed with 
Roman Catholic Cardinal Marian Jaworski of Lviv, 
head of the Conference of Roman Catholic Bishops of 
Ukraine. 

According to Cardinal Husar, Greek Catholics have 
never seized Roman Catholic churches. Churches were 


transferred to the UGCC by competent state authori- 
ties in accord with current Ukrainian legislation, since 
the UGCC had a pastoral need for these church build- 
ings. 

Cardinal Husar also explained that the situation in 
Lviv has changed drastically over the last 60-70 years. 
According to the cardinal, from 1920 to 1939 Lviv was 
occupied by the Poles and, as many Roman Catholic 
Poles lived in this city, they needed such a great amount 
of churches. Today, however, the situation is different. 
Substantial demographic changes have taken place. As 
the cardinal explained, the UGCC has come out of the 
underground and the ratio of RCC to UGCC faithful 
has changed significantly. 

“The Roman Catholics don’t have the desire to in- 
crease the amount of churches, because they don’t have 
so many people who would need them,” emphasized 
Cardinal Husar. He also reported that a joint meeting 
of the episcopates of the UGCC and the RCC will take 
place on Jan. 23. During this meeting, issues of coop- 
eration between the two churches will be discussed. 


UWC to proceed with Famine memorial 


(Eastern Economist)—The Ukrainian World Congress has decided to pro- 
ceed with the Great Famine memorial project in Kyiv, recognize the an- 
nouncement by President Leonid Kuchma on erecting a Great Famine 
memorial and offer joint participation to the Ukrainian government. As 
decided at the last limited session of the UWC Presidium, the UWC VIII 
Congress will convene at the Ukrainian House in Kyiv, Aug. 18-21. The 
program will include a special observance of the Great Famine anniver- 
sary, a concert at the Kyiv Philharmonic and a concluding reception at 
City Hall. 


Australian Ukrainians remember Famine 


(Eastern Economist)—Australia’s Ukrainian community has commenced 
its year-long commemorative program of the 70th anniversary of the Great 
Famine in Ukraine 1932-33. On Dec. 1 a national commemoration was 
held in Canberra, Australia’s capital, with memorial services at the Shrine 
of Remembrance for Victims of the Great Famine. Stefan Romaniw, Chair- 
man of the Australian Federation of Ukrainian Organizations, stressed the 
need for recognition of the Great Famine as a genocide as well as con- 
demnation of those responsible. 


Crash remains unexplained 


(RFE/RL)— A Ukrainian commission probing the crash of an Antonov 
140 passenger plane in Iran was unable to determine the cause of the acci- 
dent before a government-imposed Jan. 7deadline, AP reported on Jan. 8, 
quoting a transportation official. Ukrainian experts have excluded a tech- 
nical malfunction but are still working to determine if errors by Ukrainian 
pilots, Iranian air-traffic controllers, or a combination of the two caused 
the crash. No date has been set for the final report. 


Pope ordains new bishop for Ukraine 


(RISU.org.ua/Zenit.org)—Pope John Paul П ordained 12 bishops on the 
solemnity of the Epiphany and asked them to “become light to guide the 
way of nations, weighed down by darkness and confusion.” Milan Sasik, 
apostolic administrator of the Greek Catholic eparchy of Mukachevo, in 
far southwestern Ukraine, was among them. 


Sheptytsky museum opens in Lviv 

(RISU.org.ua)—A museum in honor of Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky, 
head of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church in the first half of the 20th 
century, was opened in Lviv on Dec. 19. Metropolitan Sheptytsky was 
famous for his concern for museums in Lviv. In 1905, he founded a church 
museum, now called the National Museum. He also built a separate build- 
ing for Lviv artists, whose pictures were later exhibited in the museum. 


Lviv tragedy investigation almost completed 
(ForUm)—The Prosecutor’s General’s Office is about to finish investi- 
gating the Su-27-UB plane crash in the Lviv airdrome “Sknyliv” that oc- 
curred July 27, 2002, according to its press service. It said that criminal 
charges will be brought against a number of high officials very soon, and 
attached the report of the state commission investigating the accident. The 
report will have a direct impact on the further investigation and the indict- 
ments. 


Chornovil monument built In Zolochiv 

(Eastern Economist)—The first monument to Viacheslav Chornovil, 
founder of Rukh and Hero of Ukraine was unveiled and dedicated in Lviv 
oblast, Dec. 23. The monument stands in place of a monument to Lenin. 
Construction was financed with voluntary contributions. 


Windows to run in Ukrainian 

(RFE/RL)—Microsoft has released a free computer application allowing 
conversion of the Russian-language version of the Windows XP operat- 
ing system into a full-fledged Ukrainian-language version, UNIAN ге- 
ported on Jan, 4, quoting the BBC Ukrainian Service. 


Court to reconsider Lazarenko’s immunity 
(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Supreme Court ordered a lower court to reconsider 
the lifting of former Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko’s parliamentary im- 
munity, AP reported on Jan. 8, quoting Lazarenko’s lawyer. Lazarenko 
has unsuccessfully appealed to district and appellate courts in Kyiv to 
restore his immunity, lifted by the Verkhovna Rada in 1999 in connection 
with embezzlement charges and in 2002 following accusations of involve- 
ment in contract killings. Lazarenko is jailed in the United States pending 
the outcome of a trial on money-laundering charges. 


Lytvyn denies presidential ambitions 

(RFE/RL)— Verkhovna Rada speaker Volodymyr Lytvya told journalists 
on Jan. 17 that he is not going to run for president in the 2004 elections, 
Interfax reported. Lytvyn speculated that candidates might include Our 
Ukraine leader Viktor Yushchenko, Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko, Yuliya Tymoshenko, Socialist Party leader Oleksandr Moroz, 
Premier Viktor Yanukovych, and presidential administration chief Viktor 
Medvedchuk. 


Tymoshenko wants reconsideration 

(RFE/RL)— Yuliya Tymoshenko, the leader of the eponymous opposition 
bloc, told journalists on Jan. 8 that her group wants parliament to recon- 
sider the appointment of Serhiy Tyhypko as head of the Ukrainian Na- 
tional Bank, UNIAN reported. According to the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, 
Tyhypko’s appointment by only a portion of the Verkhovna Rada on Dec. 
17 was illegal. Opposition lawmakers subsequently tried to contest 
Tyhypko’s appointment in court, but their suit was rejected. 


Фото Світлани Короненеко 
Українська армія 
говоритиме українською мовою 


У Київському військовому ліцеї імені Івана Богуна відбулося 
нагородження переможців першого етапу Третього міжнародного 
конкурсу з української мови імені Петра Яцика. Вісімнадцятьох 
майбутніх офіцерів Української армії цього військового навчального 
закладу журі визнало кращими знавцями рідної мови. А всього у 
конкурсі взяло участь понад чотириста ліцеїстів. На світлині: 
Начальник Київського військового ліцею імені Івана Богуна, генерал 
майор Леонід Кравчук з ліцеїстами, переможцями першого етапу 
конкурсу після нагородження. 


У Торонті відзначили 
70-ліття БУКК 


Тамара С. 

29-го грудня 2002, в церкві Успення Пресвятої Богородиці зібралися 
члени Братства Українських Католиков Канади на спільну Божест-- 
венну Літургію. 

У своїх «БУККівських» одностроях творили пошанигідну групу 
старших панів. Прийшли, щоб вшанувати тих, що з візією творили 
майбутність нашої громади в Канаді, щоб спільною молитвою 
відзначити 70- ліття організації, котра колись була провідною в громаді 
та охоплювала величезне число членства по цілій Канаді. 

Преосвященний Владика Корнилій у свої проповіді коротко розповів 
історію Братства, та пригадав, що Братство було одним з основників 
Комітету Українців Канади - тепер Конгресу Українців Канади, та 
що перший президент Світового Конгресу Вільних Українців був о. 
д-р Кушнір, один з основоположників БУКК - у. Цікавим ще й те, що 
Братство заснувалося точно того самого дня, 29-го грудня, 70 років 
тому... 

Після Служби Божої зійшлися члени БУКК Торонтонської Епархії 
зі своїми дружинами та гостями в парохіяльній залі, де молитвою 
Владика Корнилій розпочав полуденок. Словом привітав присутніх 
Володимир Турик, голова відділу БУКК церкви Успення Пресвятої 
Богородиці. Програмою проводив голова БУКК інж. Ярослав 
Соколик. Після полуденка Владика Корнилій поділився споминами з 
присутніми про причини повстання Братства, його початки, працю та 
велику активність членів у громаді. Доповідь була цікава та насвітлила 
життя і проблеми нашої громади в 50-их роках. Голова Епархіяльної 
Ліги Українських Католицьких Жінок Канади Тамара Волощук 
привітала Братство зі 70-літтям від членства ЛУКЖК. Отець Зенон 
Бальницький, духовний дорадник Братства Епархіяльної Управи, 

цікаво опрацював свою доповідь про сучасність та можливості праці 
БУКК в майбутньому. 

Щира родинна атмосфера зустрічі була дальшим доказом співпраці 
членів БУКК, які з надією на молоде нове членство плянують 


продовжувати працю своїх попередників та основоположників 
Братства. 


Президент КУК брав участь 
у державному похороні 
св. п. Рамона Гнатишина 


(КУК Централя)- Президент Конгресу Українців Канади (KYK), 
адв. Евген Чолій, брав участь у державному похороні 
високодостойного Рамона Гнатишина, двадцять четвертого Генерал 
Губернатора Канади, який відбувся 23 грудня 2002 р. в Оттаві. 

Разом з іншими запрошеними присутніми, адв. Чолій був свідком 
перший раз в історії Канади державного похорону, який був 
відправлений за звичаєм Української Православної Церкви. 
Похоронну відправу очолив Високопреосвященний архієпископ Юрій 
в супроводі духовенства Східної Єпархії. 

"Завчасна смерть св. п. Рамона Гнатишина є дуже великою втратою 
не лише для української канадської громади, але для всіх канадців," 
сказав адв. Евген Чолій. "Його успіхи підтверджують багато-- 
культурний характер Канади." 

На тризні адв. Чолій висловив співчуття п-і Герді Гчатишин в імені 
КУК та української громади в Канаді. 
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Личаківський цвинтар. 


Курси українознавства ім. І. 
Франка - завітайте до нас! 


Олена Канівець 
Українська душа - невмируща, вічна, коли вона 
живе в юних серцях. Нас, українців, доля розкидала 
по всьому світу, на чужині народилися діти, онуки 
й правнуки. Та не забулися рідне слово, традиції, 
пісні. Вони продовжуються в молодій генерації, що 
вивчає українську мову, історію, культуру нашого 
краю, гордиться тим, що є часткою українського 
народу, береже нашу величну, багатющу спадщину. 
Найяскравішим тому прикладом є навчання на 
Курсах українознавства ім. І. Франка в Едмонтоні, 
що були створені в 1956 р., отже незабаром 
святкуватимуть 50-річний ювілей. 

Щосуботи від вересня й до середини червня у 
світлих й затишних клясах Курсів українознавства 
навчається молодь, що хоче поглибити свої знання 
про Україну, вільно володіти українською мовою та 
мати приємне спілкування в україномовному 
оточенні. Курси знаходяться при катедрі Св. Івана 
за адресою 10611-110 Авеню та розраховані на 4 
роки навчання для студентів віком від 12 до 16 років. 
Досвідчені вчителі докладають багато старання, 
зусиль, творчости, щоб якнайбільше зацікавити 
учнів, прищепити й розвинути бажання вивчати 
українську мову, культуру, традиції. Доступна й 
цікава програма навчання складається з 4 предметів; 
української мови, історії, культури, літератури та 
географії України. Курси українознавства схвалені 
й затверджені Міністерством Освіти Альберти і 
дають нагоду студентам закінчити українську мову 


| 


a Студенти Курсів українознавства — грудень 2002р.. 3 


10, 20 130 та одержати за це кредити. 

Навесні, під час шкільних вакацій, завдячуючи 
кропіткій праці й старанням батьківського комітету, 
учні 4 курсу мали нагоду здійснити свою давню мрію 
- відвідати землю своїх предків - Україну. Діти (у 
сурповоді декількох батьків) подорожували до 
Києва, Львова, мали цікаві екскурсії містами 
західньої України - Чернівці, Косова, Коломия, 
побачили Карпати, відвідали могилу Тараса 
Шевченка в Каневі, побували в Переяслав- 
Хмельницькому та інших містах. Під час 
перебування на Україні студенти Курсів мали багато 
зустрічей зі своїми ровесниками, завітали до 
українських шкіл та університетів, спілкувалися з 
«пластунами». Цікавими були екскурсії до музеїв, 
виставок, театральних вистав та й просто 
прогулянки містом (як от пішохідна екскурсія під 
назвою «вулиці старого міста» у Львові). Все це, 
разом з щирою українською гостинністю, смачними 
стравами та вдало організованими розвагами, 
вечорами - дискотеками залишає незабутні 
враження й спогади. Діти побачили й відчули красу 
України, доторкнулися до її минулого й сучасного, 
і ці почуття залишуться в їхніх серцях назавжди. 

Щороку Курси українознавства ім. І. Франка, що 
в Едмонтоні, приймають до своєї дружньої сім'ї 
нових студентів, на яких чекають цікаві лекції, 
творчі проєкти, шевченківські концерти, зустрічі з 
мистцями української діяспори, а, головне, відкриття 
для себе українського й України. 
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Regina UWA sok HB й 75 years 


By Sharon Harras 
and Sonia Bremner 

On Sept. 29, 2002, the Daughters 
of Ukraine branch of the Ukrainian 
Women’s Association of Canada, 
which came into being in March 
1927, marked the special occasion 
of its 75th anniversary. CYMK 
members Elissa Curr and Kelsey 
Welykholowa were the greeters at 
the church entrance. They also 
pinned each UWAC member with a 
corsage which was donated by the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Men’s Associa- 
tion. Commencing with a Divine 
Liturgy celebrated by Rev. Fr. Brent 
Kuzyk, the members then partook 
in a “Panakhyda” remembering all 
of the deceased UWAC members. 

Following the church service 
members and guests attended the 
75th anniversary banquet which was 
held at the Ukrainian Orthodox Au- 
ditorium. The guest register was at- 
tended by CYMK president Daniel 
Ice and secretary Elissa Curr. The 
auditorium was elegantly decorated 
by Vi Hubic and her committee. A 
historical photo display was ar- 
ranged by archivist Eunice Shiplack. 
Our flag bearer and local president, 
Gwen Warnyca, led the members 
into the banquet hall while the 
UWAC Hymn was being played. 
Wearing colourful authentic embroi- 
dered blouses and skirts, the mem- 
bers paraded past the front of the 
stage and then to their tables. 

Aileen Pillipow, chairperson of 
the 75th anniversary committee and 
mistress of ceremonies, officially 
opened the program. Warnyca and 
past presidents Evelyn Korpus and 
Sonia Bremner paid tribute by read- 
ing the names of the deceased mem- 
bers. Candles were then lit in their 
memory and “Vichnaya Pamyat” 
was sung. Fr. Kuzyk was then called 
to lead us in the blessing of the food 
we were about to receive. Wine for 
the banquet was provided and 
served by our local TYC members. 
A delicious roast beef dinner was 
served by the congregation. Special 
guests, past presidents and 
honourary members were intro- 


duced. An anniversary cake adorned 
with the colourful image of the 
UWAC ‘Smolyskyp’ was cut by 
Mary Usick, the oldest member of 
the branch. The past presidents then 
had the honour of distributing the 
cake to all the dinner guests. 

The branch was pleased to have 
Sonja Bejzyk, the national president 
of UWAC in attendance for this spe- 
cial day. As well, the provincial ex- 
ecutive was represented by Dawna 
Hawrysh from Saskatoon. They both 
greeted and congratulated our very 
active branch on our 75th anniver- 
sary. Daniel Ince, CYMK president, 
gave a toast to all of our members and 
brought greetings from CYMK. 
Greetings were also presented by 
Tony Harras, president, Ukrainian 
Orthodox Men’s Association; Bill 
Dumanski, president, Prosvita Soci- 
ety; Vera Feduschak, president, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress; 
Michael Zaleschuk, national presi- 
dent, Ukrainian Self-Reliance league 
of Canada and Yars Lozowchuk, 
president, Ukrainian Orthodox Pro- 
Cathedral. In addition, congratulatory 
greetings were received from former 
members Kay Pasieka of Edmonton 
and past president Rosalyn Monita of 
Lake Country, B.C. 

Cathy Luciuk introduced Natalie 
Ostryzniuk who gave a power point 
presentation on the history of our 
branch. Ostryzniuk explained that 
five years ago we had decided to 
write a book on the history of our 
association as a 75th anniversary 
project. Translating the minutes of 
the firs 50 years of meetings, writ- 
ten in various dialects of Ukrainian, 
was completed by Iryna Deck. all 
of the significant moments of our 
association were then outlined and 
compiled into decades. Along with 
our accomplishments, the book in- 
cludes information on past execu- 
tives, committees and charitable 
contributions carried out by our very 
active branch. It also profiles our 
current membership of 45 women. 
The highlight of the day was the 
unveiling of the book “75 Years of 
Service, Friendship and Commit- 
ment” which was written by Natalie 


(Left to Right) President Gwen Warnyca and Past-Presidents Sonia Bremner, Glenna Melnychuk, Natalie 
Ostryzniuk, Evelyn Korpus, Mary Usick, Victoria Sopiwnyk, Olyne Patryluk and Violet Hubic. 


Ostryzniuk and her committee; 
Evelyn Korpus, Aileen Pillipow, 
Sonia Bremner, Gwen У/агпуса and 
Marjorie Dumanski. Gwen Warnyca 
and Marjorie Dumanski thanked 
Natalie for her dedication and pre- 
sented her with a bouquet of long 
stemmed roses. 

Each current member and past 
president of Daughters of Ukraine 
branch received a copy of our anni- 
versary book. A copy of our 75th 
anniversary history book may also 
be purchased by sending $10.00 plus 
4.00 for postage and handling to 
UWAC, 1920 Toronto Street, 
Regina, Sask. S4P 1M8. 

Our president, Gwen Warnyca, 
thanked all of the members and 
guests who joined us in celebrating 
our milestone. She thanked Fr. 
Kuzyk for the service and blessing 
us at this event. Special thanks were 
given to the 75th anniversary and the 
book committees for their devotion, 
commitment and contribution to- 
wards this special event. Also, to all 
of the Ukrainian communities who 
brought greetings on their behalf. 
Gwen Warnyca also invited all 
women, who are interested, to join 
us in membership to continue the 
service, friendship and commitment 
of our association. 

Fr. Kuzyk expressed thanks to the 
UWAC for all of the work that we 


PHOTO — SANDRA GALUCCI 


St. Kevin celebrates Epiphany 


Students of St. Kevin Ukrainian Bilingual Junior High School in Edmonton assist His Excellency Bishop Lawrence 
Huculak, during an Epiphany (water blessing) liturgy held there recently. To the sounds of Ukrainian Christ- 
mas carols and with traditional Eastern Rite liturgical customs, students and staff of the bilingual and regular 
program celebrated together the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan river. 


have completed in the last 75 years 
and hoped that we can continue for 
many more years. He closed the cel- 
ebration with congratulations and a 
prayer. 

This 75th anniversary project was 


organized by Aileen Pillipow, Gwen 
Warnyca, Natalie Ostryzniuk, Sonia 
Bremner, Evelyn Korpus, Eunice 
Shiplack, Marjorie Dumanski, Vi 
Hubic, Sharon Harras and Sonja 
Pacholek. 


PHOTO — МУВОБІА LUCIW 


Мукоїау visits Ukrainian Book Store 


Close to 50, people witnessed the arrival of Sviatyi Mykolay (St. Nicolas) 
at the Ukrainian Book Store in Edmonton, Dec, 19. St. Nicholas met with 
children while the “Sushi Bar Flextet” sang Ukrainian Christmas carols. 
The event was broadcast live on CKER Radio’s Ukrainian Program hosted 


by Roman Brytan. Pictured above: 


Podilsky. 


Sviatyi Mykolay meets with Daria 


The Verkhovyna Ukrainian Song and Dance Ensemble 


Presents: 


af : eet 
A Music 


Tapestr) 


st 
January 31 


With Special Guests: 
Dr. Andrij Hornjatkevyc 
Brian Cherewick and 
The Kubasonics 


and February 1", 


for the Soul 


2003 


Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex 
9615 — 153 Avenue 

Cocktails: 6:00 pm 

Dinner: 7:00pm 

Show: 8:30pm 

Entertainment to Follow 

Tickets: Adults, $35.00; Children 
(12 & under) $15.00 


Also includes Silent Auction 
For Tickets Call: 
The Ukrainian Book Store 422-4255 or Lesia Scharabun 455-2321 
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Удовенко закликає українську Y Німеччині триває процес у 
справі Жердицького та Діденка 


діаспору тиснути на Буша 


( ЕогОт)--Голова Народного Руху України Геннадій Удовенко 
закликав представників американської діаспори тиснути на 
американських лідерів із закликами відновити співробітництво з 
Україною в економічній, гуманітарній, військовій сферах. 

Про це йдеться в листі Удовенка президентові Українського 
Конгресового Комітету Америки Михайлу Савківу-молодшому, 
повідомили ForUm’y в прес-центрі НРУ. 

Голова Народного Руху України зазначив, що "оскільки українські 
політики навряд чи зможуть наполягати на активізації українсько- 
американських стосунків, не ризикуючи бути звинуваченими у 
втручанні у внутрішні справи США, саме діаспора зможе долучитися 
до утримання України від повернення до орбіти " північного сусіда". 

Удовенко наголосив на потребі у посиленні українсько- 
американської співпраці та відновленні стратегічного партнерства між 
обома державами, особливо на тлі посилення в Україні російського 
впливу. В цьому контексті Геннадій Удовенко нагадав, що цей рік 
проголошено "роком Росії в Україні", i цей фактор викорис- 
товуватимуть проросійські сили для підвищення залежності України 
від північного сусіда. 


LAWYERS АДВОКАТИ 


BRODA & COMPANY 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 
Іпог Broda 
13723 - 93 Street, Edmonton, AB TSE 5V6 
Ph.: (780) 456-9330 


DOCTORS ДОКТОРИ 


Dr. BORYS HOSHOWSKY 
specializing in diseases of the EAR, NOSE & THROAT 
Appointment by referral 
Suite #101, 8330 Fairmount Drive S.E., Calgary, AB 
Tel.: (403) 640-1199 


PEDIATRIC DENTIST —— ДИТЯЧИЙ ДЕНТИСТ 


Dr. BOHDAN KUZYK 
PEDIATRIC DENTIST 
Suite 515, 10830 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5J 2B3 


Tel.: (780) 428-7767; Fax: (780) 425-2329 
Говорю по українськи 


DENTISTS - ДЕНТИСТИ YOU CAN 
HAVE THIS 
SPACE! 


Call: 
(780) 488-3693 


Dr. C. Fialka-Eshenko 


#110, 10910 - 105 Ave, Edmonton, AB TSH 013 


(780) 420-1510 


Extended Hours: 
Wednesday afternoons & evenings 
Saturday appointments available 


Говоримо по-українському 


Чи Ваші діти, чи внуки 


елідкують за подіями в м 


_ «Українські вісті» подають дуже багату інформацію про 
Україну і про нашу громаду в Канаді. Тому, що ми також ємо 
в англійській мові, газету можуть читати і ті, котрі не 
читають по-українськи. Тим способом можуть познайомитися із 
найновішими подіями в Україні. Заповніть, будь ласка, цю форму, 
а ми вислемо газету разом із повідомленням про подарунок. 

Доручаю передплату на примірників. Вишліть, 
будь ласка, на таку адресу: 


Мате: 
Address 


City Prov. 


ціни: 
1 рік (24 примірники): 535.00 (Кан.) 
2 роки (48 примірників): 565.00 (Кан.) 


(ціна включає ПТО ГО5Т1) 


Поза Канадою: Такі самі ціни, але в американських долярах 
Повітряною поштою: Подвійні ціни як «Поза Канадою». 


Наша адреса: Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonton, АВ T5M 1Y9 
Tel: (780) 488-3693 Fax: (780) 488-3859 


Надія Кандиба, Радіо Свобода 

У німецькому місті Гільдесгаймі триває процес у 
справі колишнього голови "Традобанку" Віктора 
Жердицького та одного з екс-керівників компанії 
"Нафтогаз України" Ігоря Діденка. Нагадаємо, що 
їх обвинувачують у нецільовому використанні 
чотирьох мільйонів німецьких марок, які приз- 
началися для виплати як відшкодування колишнім 
підневільним робітникам в Україні. 

Коли влітку 2001 року в суді в Гільдесгаймі розпо- 
чався процес у справі Віктора Жердицького, якого 
було затримано 2000 року в Гановері, суд сподівався, 
що вже через кілька місяців буде оголошено вирок. 
Згодом справу Жердицького об'єднали зі справою 
Ігоря Діденка, якого затримали влітку 2001 року у 
Франкфурті-на-Майні. З тих пір відбулося вже 80 
судових засідань, а про закінчення процесу поки що 
не може бути й мови. 

Прее»секретар суду в Гільдесгаймі у черговий раз 
оприлюднив план подальших судових засідань — 
цього разу до березня 2003 року. У той час, як 
представники суду пояснюють таке розтягування 
процесу в часі складністю справи, адвокати 


обвинувачених говорять про проблеми із свідками з 
України, які часто не завжди погоджуються відразу 
їхати до Німеччини. 

Поки триває процес, обидва підсудні утримуються 
в слідчому ізоляторі в одиночних камерах. Їхнє спіл- 
кування із зовнішнім світом суворо конт-ролюється. 
Клопотання адвокатів про звільнення клієнтів до 
оголошення судового вироку було від-хилено. Суд 
висловив побоювання, що обвинувачені, потра- 
пивши на свободу, можуть скористатися своїми 
зв'язками і втекти. 

До речі, суворі заходи безпеки вжито не лише у 
в'язниці, а також під час судових засідань. Охоронці, 
які чергують перед входом до залу, де відбувається 
процес, ретельно перевіряють кожного, хто захотів 
побувати на черговому засіданні. 

Нагадаємо, що в суді Жердицький та Діденко від- 
повідають за нецільове використання лише чотирьох 
мільйонів німецьких марок, хоча прокуратура підо- 
зрює їх у нецільовому використанні 85 мільйонів. 
Більшість пунктів обвинувачення, однак, втратили 
свою чинність за давністю. 


Прокуратура Києва хоче докладніше 
розслідувати перебування Коломійця в Білорусі 


(Українські новини) "Прокуратура Києва хоче 
докладніше розслідувати перебування директора 
інформаційного агентства Українські Новини 
Михайла Коломійця в Білорусі, де було знайдене 
його тіло. 

Про це повідомив на прес-конференції прокурор 
Києва Василь Присяжнюк. 

За його словами, оперативно-слідча група пов- 
торно виїде в Білорусь, де спробує установити 
можливі контакти Коломійця, а також встановити 
причину, з якої він виїхав саме в Білорусь і опинився 
в лісі біля білоруського міста Молодечно. 

Присяжнюк сказав, що зараз слідство поки не 
встановило осіб, що були б причетні до загибелі 
Коломійця. 

Присяжнюк також сказав, що на наступному 
тижні прокуратура очікує результатів експертизи 


тіла Коломійця, яку проводили українські, біло- 
руські експерти і французький експерт Жан Ріволі. 

Як повідомляло агентство, 21 жовтня 2002 року 
Коломієць несподівано припинив управляти 
справами агентства. 

30 жовтня тіло Коломійця було виявлено повіше- 
ним біля Молодечно в Білорусі і поховане як 
невпізнане 11 листопада. 

Після ексгумації й упізнання 20 листопада тіло 
Коломійця було доставлено в Київ. 

Генеральна прокуратура порушила кримінальну 
справу за статтею "доведення до самогубства" і 
провела 12 грудня експертизу причин смерті за 
участю експерта Жана Риволі, найнятого між- 
народною організацією "Репортери без кордонів". 

14 грудня Коломієць був похований у Києві. 


Організаторові вбивства Шкрібляка 
пред'явлено звинувачення 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Організаторові вбивства кандидата в депутати 
Верховної Ради Миколи Шкрібляка, яке сталось 
минулого року на Івано-Франківщині, пред'явлено 
звинувачення. Про це заявили представники 
обласного управління Служби безпеки України. 

Представники Івано-Франківського обласного 
управління Служби безпеки України повідомили 
журналістам, що розслідування резонансного вбив- 
ства заступника голови обласної держадміністрації 
Миколи Шкрібляка, який балотувався до парла- 
менту в мажоритарному виборчому окрузі номер 90, 
отримало своє логічне продовження. Працівникам 
служби безпеки відомий організатор убивства 
кандидата в народні депутати і йому вже пред'явлено 
звинувачення. 

Однак, покликаючись на таємницю слідства, 
співробітники спецслужби відмовилися назвати 
особу замовника. Невідомо навіть, чи перебуває він 
під вартою. 

Щодо мотивів злочину, то за словами керівника 
обласного управління СБУ полковника Володимира 


Сахнюка, вбивство Миколи Шкрібляка ква- 
ліфікується як терористичний акт. А це, як відомо, 
згідно з законом передбачає наявність політичних 
мотивів. Саме з цієї причини це вбивство розслідує 
служба безпеки. 

Особи виконавців замовного вбивства також уже 
встановлено, однак їх дотепер не знайдено. Розшук 
безпосередніх убивць триває. І, як заявив керівник 
обласного управління СБУ, їхні фото зараз роз- 
міщено у кожному райвідділі всієї держави, однак 
прізвища вбивць так і не були названі. 

Водночас обласна організація Conian- 
демократичної партії (об'єднаної) оголосила про 
новий набір до партії, який буде зроблено на честь 
Миколи Шкрібляка. 

Варто наголосити, що Микола Шкрібляк був не 
лише заступником голови обласної держадмініс- 
трації, але й головою обласної організації Соціал- 
демократичної партії (об'єднаної). Щоправда, під час 
виборчої кампанії він не афішував своєї партійної 
належності, оскільки СДПУ(о) не користується на 
Прикарпатті великою популярністю. 


Тимошенко доганяє Ющенко за рівнем довіри українців 


(Еогідт)- Станом на початок січня 2003 року 
лідер фракції "Наша Україна" Віктор Ющенко 
залишається політиком, що має найбільшу довіру 
населення як за показником повної довіри - 27%, 
так і за балансом довіри-недовіри (-6% ). Як передає 
кореспондент ForUm’y, про це засвідчують резуль- 
тати соціологічного опитування, проведеного Фон- 
дом "Демократичні інщіативи" та компанією " Тей- 
лор Нельсон Софрез Україна" з 27 грудня 2002 року 
по 5 січня 2003 року. На друге місце за показником 
повної довіри вийшла Юлія Тимошенко 18%. У неї 
за словами соціологів найбільше виріс рівень довіри 
порівняно з минулим роком, коли їй повністю дові- 
ряли лише 7% українців. 

Третє місце за довірою українці визначили лідеру 
комуністів Петру Симоненку - 1790. 

За словами провідного соціолога Фонду "Демо- 
кратичні ініціативи" Ірини Бекешкіної, все таки 


баланс довіри-недовіри (різниця між процентним 
співвідношенням у "настільки довіряю, на стільки 
й ні" і "повністю довіряю") на початку січня 
залишається негативною у всіх політичних лідерів. 

У списку рівня недовіри українці другим назвали 
президента Леоніда Кучми (-48), його випереджає 
Наталя Вітренко (-51%). Далі глава президентської 
адміністрації Віктор Медведчук (-39), голова 
фракції БЮТ Юлія Тимошенко (-32%), секретар 
РНБОУ Євген Марчук (-3195), спікер Верховної 
Ради Володимир Литвин (-30), глава фракції СПУ 
Олександр Мороз (-2795), глава НБУ Сергій Тигіпко 
(-27%), лідер КПУ Петро Симоненко (-27%), 
прем'єр-міністр Віктор Янукович (-24%). Зами- 
кають список міністр закордонних справ Анатолій 
Зленко (-13%) та лідер фракції "Наша Україна" 
Віктор Ющенко (-695). 
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Divine Liturgy celebrated on Lake Beauvert. 


Over 500 celebrate Vohon’s 
Malanka at Jasper Place Lodge 


(Vohon/UkrNews)—Over 500 
people including about 350 guests, 
over 100 performers and 75 media 
members participated in the Vohon 
Ukrainian Dance Ensemble 
Society’s Seventh Annual Ukrainian 
New Year’s Package at Fairmont 
Jasper Park Lodge in Jasper, Jan. 10- 
122, 

Like other years, the program was 
full of entertainment and cultural ac- 
tivities. 

The evening of Jan. 10 began with 
a standup reception, vodka tasting 
and the familiar sounds of the 
tsymbaly. The guests then experi- 
enced Vohon’s love of dance when 
the dance ensemble delighted the 
audience with the storyline entitled 
“The King’s Court”. After the final 
hopak, the Vohon Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble Society honored Alberta 
Community Development Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky for his significant 
contribution to the Ukrainian Com- 
munity. 

The Vohon Ukrainian Dance En- 
semble Society also commissioned 
Larissa Sembaliuk Cheladyn to 
paint a picture entitled Malanka. The 
beautiful piece was unveiled on that 
evening and displayed during the 
entire weekend 

After the formal part of the 
evening, people could try out their 
own dance moves to the tunes of 
Millenia. 

In accordance with its goal of pro- 
motion and preservation of Ukrai- 
nian culture, Vohon presented a var- 
ied program. Jan. 11 guests were 
greeted with the sounds of various 
Ukrainian musical instruments. 
Brian Cherwick explained, to Ukrai- 
nians and non-Ukrainians alike, 


what all of the instruments did and 
how they sounded. In addition to 
music, Irene Topolnitsky displayed 
her wheat weaving as well as invited 
anyone to try their hand at this an- 
cient art form. If people just wanted 
to watch art in progress, they could 
see how the fine detail of writing 
Easter eggs is done. Paul Gagne’s 
steady hand demonstrated the years 
of practice and perseverance it takes 
to master this art form. 

From the historical/cultural per- 
spective, Vohon teams up with the 
Ukrainian Village every year. The 
Village always has an interactive 
display where staff dress up in cos- 
tume and take everyone back in 
time. This year, the home made 
kolach was a big hit. 

The weekend would not be com- 


plete without showing off Ukrainian 
Dance, and Ukrainian Music. The 
two shows on Saturday afternoon 
showcased the Troyanda Ukrainian 
Dancers from Grande Prairie, 
Fairview Ukrainian Dancers, 
Edmonton School of Ukrainian 
Dance, St. Nicholas Junior Choir, 
Tryptik Female Trio, Jonathon Hlus, 
and Ryan Steblyk. 

Another thread that connected the 
weekend was the Christmas tradi- 
tions. Jan. 11, the children are 
greeted by St. Nicholas, carolers 
sing from room to room, everyone 
participates in the Ukrainian Christ- 
mas Eve traditions as well as the 
Malanka skit, and on Jan. 12, a Di- 
vine Liturgy was celebrated and the 
water blessed, in front of the Lodge, 
on Lake Beauvert. 
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Performance of “The King’s Court’ . 


PM names Assadourian as Parliamentary Secretary to Coderre 


Sarkis Assadourian (Brampton Centre, Lib.): Chair- 
man of the Canada-Armenia Parliamentary Friendship 
Group, Chairman of the Canada-Arab Parliamentary 
Friendship Group member of various Parliamentary as- 
sociations, senior member of the Standing Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and International Trade and author 
of a private member’s bill to e4stablish an all-encom- 
passing Genocide Museum, was named by Prime Min- 
ister Jean Chrétien as Parliamentary Secretary to Den- 
nis Coderre, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, 
Jan. 17. 

Assadourian the first Canadian Parliamentarian of 
Armenian origin (Born in Aleppo Syria) has served 
three terms as a Member of Parliament and has been a 
member of the Standing Committee on Citizenship and 
Immigration, Foreign Affairs and International Trade, 


the Standing Committees on Fisheries and Oceans and 
the Sub Committee on Human Rights and International 
Development. 

Commenting on his appointment Assadourian said: 
"І look forward to working in concert with Minister 
Coderre to formulate and implement the policies of 
Citizenship and Immigration Canada welcomes the tra- 
ditions and cultures of the entire world to our shores. 
Since Confederation, millions of people from around 
the world have emigrated to our country. In Canada 
everyone is free to express their ideas and opinions and 
the contribution of new Canadians to Canada’s cultural 
mosaic is important to all Canadians. I am honoured 
that the Prime Minister has demonstrated his faith in 
my abilities to serve as the Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration.” 
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34% would fight for Halychyna 


(Eastern Economist)— 34% of Lviv residents are ready to fight for an 
Independent Halych state in case Ukraine joins the Union of Russia and 
Belarus, reported a poll by the sociology laboratory at Lviv National Franko 
University, Jan. 9. Compared to 2001, the number of people supporting a 
Halych state have grown 5%. The number of respondents stating they would 
demand independence from Kyiv dropped from 11.5% in 2001 to 11.1% in 
2002. Only 5.1% said they would welcome a union with Russia and Belarus. 
The poll was conducted Dec. 13-22, 2002, polling 800 citizens. 


Freedom House says Ukraine partially free 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine received a status of a partially free coun- 
try after a year-long research by the Freedom House. According to pre- 
liminary data, Ukraine received four points on political and civil free- 
doms on a seven-point scale. The overall mark also totals four points. 
Russia received the same status with 5 points. Among FSU countries, the 
highest level of freedom was registered in the Baltic countries with 1.5 
points and free status. 


Ukrainians trust in church 


(Eastern Economist)—Ukrainians trust the church the most, reported a 
Razumkov Center for Policy Studies poll, Dec. 28. According to the poll, 
27.9% claimed total trust in the church. In second place was mass media 
with 9.5%. Public organizations have the trust of only 4.9% of Ukraini- 
ans. The poll was conducted Dec. 16-24. 


Bethlehem fire of peace arrives in Ukraine 
(RISU.org.ua)—On St. Nicholas Day, Dec. 19, members of Plast, the 
Ukrainian scouts, from Lviv and the Zhovkva district of the Lviv region, 
together with priests and representatives of the authorities received the 
Bethlehem fire of peace from their Polish counterparts. On Dec. 22, the 
Bethlehem fire of peace was taken to churches in Lviv. European boy 
scouts brought it from the Bethlehem cave to all Christian churches in 
Europe. The fire usually comes to Ukraine from Poland. 


Gongadze nephew disappears 


(Eastern Economist)—The 17 year old nephew of Lesya Gongadze, mother 
of the killed journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, has disappeared in Zhydachiv, 
Lviv oblast. On Dec. 6 he went to a party and never came back home since 
that оте, reported Lesya Gongadze. She said he thought the incident had 
been connected to her. She also said the prosecutor’s office had launched 
a criminal case and had several versions of the disappearance. She said 
her nephew could have been killed or accidentally run over by a car. 


Odesa journalists form union 


(RFE/RL)—Journalists from four newspapers in Ukraine’s Odesa Oblast 
— “Yug,” “Slovo,” “Morskie vedomosti,” and “Vikna” — established an 
independent trade union on Dec. 21, UNIAN reported. The organization 
promises to represent and protect “labor and the socioeconomic rights 
and interests” of its members. The Odesa trade union is headed by Leonid 
Zaslavskyy of “Yug.” The group hopes to send a delegation to a constitu- 
ent congress of an umbrella group for independent journalists in Kyiv in 
January. 


Volkov quits SDPU(o) 


(Eastern Economist)—Oleksandr Volkov has left the SDPU(o) faction. 
He said he planned to set up his own deputy group in the Verkhovna Rada. 
While declining to say what the group would be called, he said the new 
faction would include non-faction deputies. 


Prominent UPA fighter turns 90 


(RFE/RL)—On Jan. 11, one of the most prominent figures of the Ukrai- 
nian guerrilla movement, Col. Vasyl Kuk, celebrated his 90th birthday. 
An active member of the Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UPA), the Organiza- 
tion of Ukrainian Nationalists and other military institutions, Kuk said, “I 
have been to all parts of Ukraine and I am sure both eastern and western 
Ukrainians have much in common and we shouldn’t divide the nation. We 
have to work together for our motherland — Ukraine.” 


First mining death of 2002 


(Eastern Economist)—A miner died in a cave-in at Krasnolymanska mine 
in Donetsk oblast, Jan. 3. The miner was buried under a load of coal 860 
metres deep. This is the first accident in Ukrainian mines since the be- 
ginning of the year. In 2002, 260 miners died in the country’s mines. 


Boy sues school 

(RFE/RL)—A Ukrainian boy has taken his school to court for exploiting 
children after he was made to adhere to the Soviet practice of sweeping 
schoolyards and cleaning school buildings to instill the work ethic, Reuters 
reported on Jan. 16, quoting Interfax. The boy’s father said his son came 
home dirty and complained about feeling humiliated by teachers who made 
him clean the schoolyard instead of going to physical education or art 
classes. A court in the Dnipropetrovsk Oblast said it will investigate the 
unprecedented case and then decide whether to pursue it. 


Ukrainian vice chair of UN committee 

(RFE/RL)—Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations 
Valeriy Kuchynskyy on Jan. 15 was appointed vice chairman of the UN 
Economic and Social Council, Interfax and UNIAN reported on Jan. 16. 


Weekly accuses Pascual of meddling 

(Eastern Economist)—The pro-presidential weekly, 2000, has accused US 
Ambassador Carlos Pascual of interfering in the country’s internal affairs 
and suggested the Foreign Ministry should consider a protest note. Re- 
porting about Pascual’s meeting with university students in Kyiv, the pa- 
per cited his “insensitive” remarks on Ukrainian politics and criticized 
him for trying to capitalize on “unsubstantiated” accusations of illegal 
arms trade against Ukraine. 


Educator, singer and community 
activist Taras Jaroslav Uzwyshyn 
passed away in Edmonton, Dec. 30, 
2002, at the age of 67 years. 

He was born in St. Boniface, 
Manitoba on July 2, 1935. His par- 
ents, Ivan and Olha Uzwyshyn were 
émigrés from Ukraine, father Ivan 
from Radyno, and his mother, Olha 
Kohut from Staromishchyna. 

Ivan and Olha met and married in 
1926. They established the Village 


Park. 


Store and Restaurant in the multi- 
lingual and multicultural commu- 
nity of St. Boniface. It was into this 
diverse community, which Taras and 
his sister Halia, and brother Evhan, 
grew up. Ivan and Olha were 
staunch members of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox community and passion- 
ate about raising their children to 
love their Church, their culture and 
their Ukrainian language. 

Taras attended Ukrainian classes 
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several times a week at Prosvita 
Hall, studying his language and 
learning about his culture, and on 
Sundays went to Sunday school at 
St. Mary’s the Protectorate Sobor. 
Somewhere in between, he also 
managed to attend public school, 
excelling in his studies. He took part 
in the many plays and musical 
events that were performed weekly 
at Prosvita Hall. As a teenager, Taras 
was a member of CYMK, the Ca- 
nadian Ukrainian Youth Associa- 
tion, holding several leadership po- 
sitions. He sang in the Boyan Choir, 
played mandolin in his sister Halia’s 
orchestra, and danced with the 
Avremenko Dance Ensemble. 
After graduating with Bachelor 
degrees in Arts and in Education, 
Taras accepted a principal’s position 
and moved to Vita, Manitoba where 
he was appointed Principal of Vita 
Collegiate. The school had an en- 
rolment of over 700 students. Vita 
was a predominantly Ukrainian 
community and under Taras’ impe- 
tus, the name of the school was 
changed to Taras Shevchenko Col- 
legiate. He would often answer the 


Ukrainian Мемуз/Українські Вісті, January 22 - February 4, 2003, 22 січня - 4 лютого, 2003 


з Taras Jaroslav Uzwyshyn- 1935-2002 


з 


Taras speaking’.” He was there for 
several years and then left in 1963 
to teach English at Silver Heights 
Collegiate in Winnipeg. 

In the fall of 1963, he met Audrey 
Semeniuk from Edmonton, who was 
studying Interior Design at the Uni- 
versity of Manitoba. They were mar- 
ried on May 30th, 1964 in 
Edmonton. In the summer of 1965, 
the young couple moved to 
Edmonton, became members of St. 
Andrew’s Sobor and settled in the 
home that so many of us have vis- 
ited. Taras began teaching English 
at Ross Shepherd High School and 
Audrey worked as an interior de- 
signer at Eaton’s. They were blessed 
with the births of their daughters, 
Constance in 1965 and Tanis in 
1968. 

Taras changed schools in order to 
be closer to home. In 1968, he be- 
gan his long teaching tenure at 
Hardisty Junior High. In 1987, he 
transferred to Kenilworth Junior 
High and retired in 1994 after 32 
years of teaching. 

Throughout his life, Taras contin- 
ued to involve himself, his wife and 
his children in the activities of this 
parish and the Ukrainian commu- 
nity. He was President of the St. 
Andrew’s men’s club; and as Cul- 
tural Chairman, he spearheaded sev- 
eral projects, most notably, the tra- 
ditional celebration of Malanka 
Ukrainian New Year’s Eve. Taras 
held executive positions or served 
on the boards of TYC the Ukrainian 
Self-Reliance League of Canada, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress, 
Alberta Council for Ukrainian Arts, 
Friends of the Ukrainian Village, 
Camp Bar-V-Nok and the steering 
committee for the establishment of 
the Ukrainian Bilingual Program in 
Edmonton’s schools. 

Politics were of special interest to 


Taras and he was a member of Peter 
Lougheed’s Conservative Party. Af- 
ter Lougheed’s retirement, Taras 
supported Laurence Decore’s Lib- 
erals and along with Audrey worked 
on the political campaigns of David 
Kilgour, Bette Hewes, Gene 
Zwozdesky, and Hugh MacDonald. 

But Taras was happiest when he 
was singing. From his birth, his par- 


ents nourished him on Ukrainian 


folk songs, and it was an integral 
part of his life. Over the years he 
committed his time to several choirs 
in Edmonton. He sang with the St. 
Andrew’s Parish Choir since 1965. 
He subsequently lent his bass voice 
to the Dnipro Choir under Roman 
Soltykewych and then Maria 
Dytyniak. Recently, he sang with the 
Verkhovyna Choir conducted by 
Halyna Lazurko and the Ukrainian 
Male Chorus of Edmonton under the 
leadership of Orest Soltykewych. 

Taras was diagnosed with termi- 
nal lung cancer on Nov. 27 and was 
taken to the Royal Alexandra Hos- 
pital on Dec. 26. Throughout the 
next few days, his family kept vigil, 
while his friends sang Ukrainian 
songs to him at his bedside. 

Taras is survived by his wife, 
Audrey; his daughters Constance 
Uzwyshyn (Hugh Jones) of England 
and Tanis Uzwyshyn (Michael 
Hobart) of Edmonton; four grand- 
children, Kazimir, Eve, Maxsym 
and Anna; sister Halia Balas; brother 
Evhan (Sylvia) Uzwyshyn, all of 
Winnipeg; five nieces, one nephew, 
six great-nieces and nephews, 

Prayers were held Jan. 2, 2003 at 
St. Andrew’s Orthodox Church in 
Edmonton, the funerals service Jan. 
3, also at St. Andrew’s with Rt. Rev. 
Victor Lakusta and Rev. Benny 
Ambrose officiating. Internment’ 
was at Evergreen Memorial oa 
dens. 
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+t Elizabeth Gregorovich passes away 


By Alexandra Chyczij 

Elizabeth Gregorovich (nee Angela Christine Forbes- 
Gower), born London, England, 25 December 1933, 
died peacefully after a brief illness, 26 December 2002, 
loving wife, actress, gardener, animal lover. 

We were in their Riverview Gardens home in 
Toronto, first-time dinner guests, when she asked for 
some cutlery from a sideboard. I obliged, only to be 
startled by a kitten nestled in the drawer, purring con- 
tentedly. It was not alone. We soon realized that Пау- 
ing a meal with Lizzie, as everyone called her, and her 
husband, JB Gregorovich, meant sharing their hospi- 
tality with dozens of kittens and cats, puppies and dogs. 
There was even a pigeon, named “Wesley” after the 
Toronto hospital he had been unlucky enough to be 
orphaned near, but where he fortunately landed, beside 
Lizzie and JB. No fool this fowl for, even when of- 
fered an opportunity to fly off into High Park, he 
wouldn’t leave their home. This entire menagerie lived 
in a state of glorious chaos, barking, meowing and bel- 
lowing, most of it animal-generated, all good-natured. 
The homes Lizzie made were always like that, a ca- 
cophonous delight — eccentric, caring, inclusive, 
places where her charges and companions, animals, 
friends, and husband alike, thrived. 

Lizzie was an actress by vocation and a clerk by pro- 
fession until rheumatoid arthritis hobbled her. Never- 
theless, she remained a resolute gardener, this year start- 
ing a “white garden” in honour of her adored mother- 
in-law, Mary. She was also a collector of Teddy Bears. 
JB always scouted around for her during the many trips 
he made on Ukrainian Canadian business. Hundreds 
of toys adorn their farmhouse. 

Children loved Lizzie. At Halloween she became a 
cackling old hag, ambushing those coming close to her 
lair. I well remember how half-frightened my daughter 
was on our first visit, but also how quickly Lizzie dis- 
pelled alarm with good humoured laughter and treats, 
how delighted Kassandra was after realizing that the 
harridan who jumped us was an adult having as much 
fun as a kid. We returned every year. For Lizzie was 


just as she represented herself — kind, generous, happy, 
a creator of things amazing and curious. In the years I 
knew her, even when she endured bouts of debilitating 
illness, she was nothing but certain that there would 
always be something good around the next bend in life. 
Her spirit was infectious. Those who met her came away 
amused, refreshed. She affirmed life. 

Lizzie immigrated from England as a teenager, born 
into a somewhat dysfunctional upper class British fam- 
ily, not liking this country much until, in 1962, she found 
her perfect companion in John, the son of Ukrainian 
pioneer settlers, a lawyer and Lieutenant in the Army 
Reserves. Lizzie, herself of mixed North Country En- 
glish-Scottish-Irish-Jewish descent, became a stalwart 
supporter of JB’s celebrated dedication to the defense 
of Ukrainian Canadian civil liberties. She knew what 
being part of an oppressed minority could be like. 

When they retired to Mount Forest, there to house 
an ever-expanding circle of animals in an Ark-like farm 
where all and sundry would have room to run and play 
and grow, as they did, many deeply missed them and 
asked why they had moved so far away. Because it was 
the right place, Lizzie would laugh, near Ontario’s high- 
est point, so if another Flood came up at least their 
animals would be spared! 

Up there, Lizzie soon became friend and confidant 
to their many Mennonite and other neighbours, a well- 
loved local character. But she never forgot the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community she had joined. Fittingly, her 
remains were treated according to the ancient 
Trypillian-Ukrainian custom of partial cremation, leay- 
ing bones for eventual interment in her native English 
soil, preceded by a memorial service in Toronto’s St. 
Vladimir’s Ukrainian Orthodox Cathedral where her 
soul will be hallowed on the 40th day after her death. 

No one knew that Lizzie had left us until after the 
New Year began and Ukrainian Christmas was cel- 
ebrated. Neither she nor her beloved JB wanted to spoil 
those days for anyone. Even as her own life came to 
end, she thought of others first. That says it all. 
Alexandra Chyczij is a family friend. 
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Burning of the straw at the Feast of Jordan. 


Ukrainian Village celebrates Feast of Jordan 


Close to 100 people attended the Feast of Jordan — 
Тогаап, the first special event of the year at the Ukrai- 
nian Cultural Heritage Village, Jan. 19. 

This holiday commemorates the baptism of Christ and 
is more commonly known as the Feast of the Epiphany. 
It is also one of the most important holy days of the 
Ukrainian Church calendar marking the end of the 12- 
day high point of the Ukrainian Christmas season. 


Religious activities at the Village included: church 
services in both the Ukrainian Catholic and Ukrainian 
Orthodox Churches, a water blessing ceremony, house 
blessings at 3:15 p.m., and a didukh (ritual sheaf of 
wheat) burning ritual. 

Other activities included free horse-drawn sleigh 
rides, a Taste of Jordan food fair as well as a perfor- 
mance by the Lamont Choir. 


New priest looks forward to work at St. 


George’s Parish in Prince Albert 
Parish took time to replace priest who was beaten to death 


By Stephen Tipper, 
Prince Albert Daily Herald, January 6, 2003 

Ivan Nahachewsky says his congregation is pleased 
to have a new full-time priest at St. George’s Ukrai- 
nian Catholic Church. 

The former priest, John Kratko, 61, died July 19 ina 
Saskatoon hospital after he was discovered unconscious 
and badly beaten July 8. Alvin Vern Starblanket, 21, is 
charged with second degree murder in relation to 
Kratko’s death. 

Nahachewsky, 40, his wife, Debbie, and their four 
children moved to Prince Albert from Kamsack, where 
they had spent about 10 years. 

In between Nahachewsky taking his first service on 
Dec. 29 and Father Kratko’s death, there were “patch- 
work” services, said Nahachewsky. 

“It’s definitely exciting for them (parishioners) that 
they have a new priest,” he said during an interview 
Sunday (Jan. 5). 

Parishioners have told him that the size of the con- 
gregation has grown recently, he said. They’re basi- 
cally coming to check out the new priest and decide 
whether they like him, said Nahachewsky. 


Nahachewsky said his family has been well received. 
Before they arrived, parishioners had taken the time to 
clean and fix up the rectory, he said. 

The congregation is still reacting to the way Kratko 
died, he said. It’s an issue the church will have to work 
on, added Nahachewsky. 

Having a full-time priest in itself should automati- 
cally help them with that issue, he said. 

Nahachewsky said he wants to see people understand 
he’s saying, and sometimes asks questions during the 
sermon, which he says parishioners will have to get 
used to. 

He also said the Ukrainian Catholic Church has be- 
come more Byzantine in the last 40 years, and he wants 
to encourage change in that direction. 

He said he is learning the dynamics of a city parish 
but enjoys the challenge. 

The parish’s new priest plans on making visits to the 
houses of congregation members starting Tuesday, 
which is the day of the Ukrainian Christmas, as part of 
the celebrations. 

It’s an “excuse” for him to socialize with parishio- 
ners, said Nahachewsky. 


Lakeland, St. Michael’s reach agreement on 
Heritage House in Vegreville 


(UkrNews)—Lakeland Regional Health Authority on 
Jan. 9 announced that an agreement has been reached 
with St. Michael’s HealthCare Services to manage and 
operate Heritage House in Vegreville effective Feb. 1. 

Heritage House, a 44 unit residential complex offer- 
ing a special combination of housing, personalized sup- 
portive services and personal care designed to respond 
to each resident’s needs. Heritage House promotes 
maximum independence, choice and dignity for each 
resident and encourages the involvement of family, 
neighbours and friends. Staff are available 24 hours a 
day to meet residents changing needs. Residents may 
be young or old and may be frail or disabled. Heritage 
House provides an opportunity for couples to continue 
to live together. 

St. Michael’s is a voluntary non-profit organization, 
in existence for nearly 20 years. Most recently they 
opened the St. Michael’s Manor in Vegreville, and are 
managing the Garneau United Place Supportive Hous- 
ing; the Millennium Pavilion Senior’s Lodge and the 
St. Michael’s Long Term Care Centre in Edmonton. In 
addition it operates a medical health centre, physio- 


therapy clinic, retail pharmacy, adult day support, sub- 
acute hospital and other allied services. ““We are look- 
ing forward to the new challenge, and we believe that 
we will be able to provide a more integrated service 
package to the Lakeland community”, states Bohdan 
Shulakewych, President and CEO of the St. Michael’s 
Health Group. 

Both Lakeland Regional Health Authority and St. 
Michael’s want to assure residents and their families 
that they are committed to provide the residents with a 
high quality of care and service delivery, states a press 
telease issued by both parties. Since December 2002, 
the St. Michael’s Manor has provided home cooked 
meals to Heritage House Residents and is expected to 
expand these food services, which are based on the 
Canada Food Guide. 

This agreement has been made with the best interest 
of the residents in the facility and prospective clients 
in the region. “St. Michael’s is a known entity with an 
excellent track record”, says Pearl Babiuk, CEO of 
Lakeland RHA, “hence we are confident that we are 
entrusting the residents into good hands.” 


15 
Tataryns awarded Jubilee medal 


By Ed Rozendaal 

(Myroslava’s E-Poshta)—Two pillars of the Ukrainian community in 
Toronto were awarded the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Medal for their work 
for the church parish, the Ukrainian community at large, and Canadian 
society, recently. Father John Tataryn and Sister Rachel Tataryn, both of 
the St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic Church in Toronto, were awarded 
the medal on Dec. 14 by Alan Rock, Canada’s Minister of Industry and 
MP for Etobicoke Centre, at a ceremony held in Toronto. 

The Golden Jubilee Medal of Queen Elizabeth П commemorates the 
fiftieth anniversary of Her Majesty’s reign as Queen of Canada and are 
awarded to Canadians who have made a significant contribution to their 
fellow citizens, their community, or to Canada. Separate ceremonies are 
held in each of Canada’s 301 federal constituencies. 

Both Fr. John and Sr. Rachel have served with distinction in all areas 
through their tireless work in the community. Their accomplishments in- 
clude founding St. Demetrius Byzantine Ukrainian Catholic Church on 
LaRose Ave., building and maintaining St. Demetrius Catholic School, 
the St. Demetrius Senior Residence, and recently, the Ukrainian Canadian 
Care Centre. 

Fr. Tataryn serves as senior priest at St. Demetrius, where he has pro- 
vided both spiritual guidance and leadership in the community. Under his 
leadership the congregation has grown significantly. The church grounds 
now include a school for kindergarten to grade eight, a residence for inde- 
pendent seniors, and a nursing home. Fr. John’s commitment to the needs 
of others is exemplary. His efforts to establish and build these facilities as 
an important part of the community is a tribute to his strong faith and 
determination. 

Sr. Rachel was the founding principal of St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catho- 
lic School in Toronto. Although retired from teaching, she remains active 
in her church, her order, and at the school, where she is still very much a 
part of the lives of the children who attend the school. Sister Rachel has 
lived a live of service for others. She is respected and admired for her 
vision and action in developing a model community for young learners. 


oe 2 x 
Свят Йордану 
асливого Нового Року! 


UKRAINIAN PYSANKA FESTIVAL 2003 
30th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
VEGREVILLE, JULY 4, 5, 6, 


¢ Ukrainian Professional Grandstand Shows 
¢ Direct from Ukraine "Veseli Halychany" 

» "Shumka", "Nadyia-Trembita", "Shum" 

» Yarmarok Trade Show ° Folk Art Show 

e Evening Dances and Cabaret 

» Trace Your Roots Map Work 

¢ Pioneer Demonstrations 

¢ Korchma (Beer Garden) 

¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 

» Music Hall of Honour Recognition 


Vegreville Cultural Association 


Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Website: http://www.vegrevillefestival.com 
Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


R.J."s Tours Ltd 


71708-135A Street Edmonton, Alberta T6AM 7L5 


We specialize in travel and tours to UKRAINE 
and escorted group tours around the world 
Our staff is fluent in Ukrainian and English languages. 


Family owned and operated by Robert J. and Patricia Tomkins 


780-415-5633 Toll free 1-877-353-5633 


http://www.tourukraine.com e-mail: rjstours@tourukraine.com 


UKRAINE 


June 12 - 27 - Join us on a 16 day all-inclusive tour 
of Western Ukraine. Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


June 27 - July 9 - Here is an exciting 2 week Cruise 
on the Dnipro River and Black Sea. 
Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


June 12 - July 9 - А 28 day Ukrainian Holiday 
of a lifetime. A 16 day all-inclusive tour of 
Western Ukraine followed by a 2 week 
cruise on the Dnipro River and Black Sea. 
Escorted by R.J. Tomkins 


July 15 - Our final all-inclusive tour of Western 
Ukraine for 2003. Escorted by Patricia Tomkins 
LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
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Call us at 1-877-353-5633 and we'll mail detailed brochures out to you 


Listen for the Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian Zabava Program 
on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS Saturday 5-7 p.m. 
and Sunday 7-9 p.m. on Edmonton's 790 CFCW 


girl hockey player 
makes bid for Guinness 
Book of Records 


(Pubic Radio)—Managers of the Kharkiv-based ice hockey school 
“Druzhba-78” have officially applied to the editors of the Guinness Book 
of World Records to register the achievement of Liza Ryabkina, 15, dur- 
ing a hockey match in Ukraine. 

They believe Liza has set a world record for ice hockey players by scor- 
ing against the “Kyiv” team. According to her coach, Ivan Pravilov, never 
has a goal been scored in national championships by so young a player. 

The captain of the “Druzhba-78” hockey team Ryabkina was born in 
1987. She began to play hockey in 1995. Pravilov, decided to make an 
exception and invite a girl to play for the boys’ team — to test his concept 
that girls can also learn to play ice hockey well. 

Liza is not the only girl who plays for Pravilov’s team. He says that 
building up a women national team is among his top priorities. “The idea 
came to me after a spell coaching children in America and Mexico. Very 
often parents would enroll girls, and they made so hard-working students. 
On coming back to Ukraine I decided to start training girls,” the coach 
says. As an experiment, I invited four girls to play for the team that I was 
then shaping up. Three of them were later dropped but Liza, who had the 
most potential, won a place on the team. Now she plays level with the 
boys. Some day she will play for the national team,” Pravilov claims. 

In the official letter to Guinness editors “Druzhba-78” club officials 
point to another likely record, the appearance of Viktoria Mikolenko, 13, 
in the “Druzhba-78” match against another hockey team, Barvinok, on 
Dec. 15. 

Yet, not all in Ukraine are supportive of women playing ice hockey. 
One of them is Anatoly Naida, former captain of the Kyiv-based “Sokil” 
team and now vice president of the Ukrainian Ice Hockey Federation. “I 
am against women playing hockey, boxing or lifting weights — not be- 
cause I fear competition from women. They were not created for the job. 
I disagree with Ivan Pravilov here,” he maintains. 

Meanwhile, Ryabkina says she wants to play better to qualify for 
Ukraine’s national team and go to world championships and the Olym- 
pics. 


Lewis-Klitschko fight April 12 


Ukrainian heavyweight Vitali Klitschko has confirmed he will fight 
Britain’s world champion Lennox Lewis in Las Vegas on April 12, re- 
ported Reuters Jan. 21. 

Klitschko, 31, told a chat show that all contracts for the bout had been 
signed. 

He added he would send Lewis into early retirement then take on former 
champions Mike Tyson and Evander Holyfield. 

“They are also not the same as they used to be in the 90s,” he said. 

Lewis, 37, appeared to be wavering recently about fighting Klitschko, 
reported the BBC previously. 

The Briton denied that he had signed for any fight and said he could 
wait until the spring before deciding who he wants to face. 

Lewis has not fought since beating Mike Tyson in Memphis in June. 
The three-time world champion has declared his desire to round off his 
career by fighting Klitschko, Tyson again and then the Ukrainian’s brother 
Wladimir. 

Vitali Klitschko has lost just one of his 32 fights, that coming via an 
injured shoulder when challenging American Chris Byrd for the WBO 
title in April 2000. 


Vaschuk accuses Dynamo 


(UEFA)—Ukrainian prosecutors are investigating claims by Vladislav 
Vaschuk that FC Dynamo Kyiv forged his contract in order to prevent him 
moving to FC Spartak Moskva. 

Dynamo announced on Jan. 10 that they have approached the Football 
Federation of Ukraine (FFU) and Professional Football League (PFL) in 
order to have a lengthy ban imposed on their former captain for signing a 
five-year deal with the Russian club while still under contract at the Dy- 
namo stadium. 

The Ukrainian club claim Vaschuk is tied to them until June 2004, and 
have sent documentary evidence to the footballing authorities to prove 
this. However, the player insists the paperwork is forged and has enlisted 
lawyers to prove that his contract expired on Dec. 31, making him a free 
agent. 

Kyiv’s chief prosecutor, Vasyl Prysyanzhyuk, said: “We are starting to 
check the evidence we have. We will determine whether there are grounds 
for criminal investigation.” This has prompted the PFL to issue a state- 
ment saying the decision on Vaschuk’s future will only be made when the 
prosecutors work is done. 

The president of Dynamo, Thor Surkis, has refuted any suggestion that 
Vaschuk’s contract had been tampered with, saying: “Our employees have 
already been interrogated, and I am sure the check will show that the con- 
tract is genuine. I am sure my employees would not cheat me.” 

The PFL has said that Vaschuk would face a six-month ban should Dy- 
namo prove that the contract is authentic. The 28-year-old Vaschuk, who 
has scored once in 43 appearances for Ukraine, is currently training in 
Turkey with Spartak. Ironically, Dynamo are staying at the same hotel in 

preparation for the resumption of the Ukrainian season. 
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"15-year-old Ukrainian Lebid takes third win 


(IAAF)— Ukraine’s Sergiy Lebid stormed to vic- 
tory in the men’s race at the 26th edition of the 
Vallagarina — EAA permit (8990m) — cross country 
race on Jan. 19. It was the third consecutive win of 
2003 for the Italian-based Lebid after first place 
finishes at Campaccio and Belfast. 

The leading pack, which pulled away from the rest 
of the group after the first two laps, included Lebid, 
Italy’s Maurizio Leone (14th at the 2002 European 
Cross Country Championships), Kenya’s Abel 
Cheruiyot the 2002 World Junior silver medallist, and 
Paul Wakou from Uganda, who was the major surprise 
of this race with his second place finish behind Lebid. 

The group ran at a 3:15 pace during the second lap 
(each lap was 1070 metres), and with five laps to go 
the Ukrainian left his rivals behind and increased his 
lead lap after lap. 

“I saw my rivals struggling along the ups and downs 
of the Vallagarina course and I decided to pull away 
from the rest of the group after only three laps”, said 
Lebid. 

Lebid accelerated and increased his lead to 15 sec- 
onds over Said Boumhandi of Morocco, Leone, Wakou 
and Italian steeplechaser Gianni Crepaldi. A disappoint- 
ing Abel Cherouyot lagged behind. 

Running the sixth lap in 3:05, none of Lebid’s oppo- 
nents could pose any resistance and he took the win in 


Sports/Cnopt 


26:44.4. Wakou overhauled Leone with 250 metres to 
go and took second place 19 seconds behind Lebid. 

“It was not so easy as many would think today. The 
course is full of ups and downs. I am getting used to 
these kind of courses when I prepare in the Caucasian 
mountains. I will return for three-weeks training after 
one more race at Tourcoing in France next week, and 
the Italian Club Cross Country Championships in 
Modena on Feb. 9. In Modena I hope to contribute to 
the team win of the ‘Cover Verbania’, the Italian club 
for which I compete. We will have to face the opposi- 
tion of the strong Italian military clubs.” 

The Cover Verbania team headed by the brothers 
Alberto and Giampaolo Pizzi won the team title in 2001 
and finished second at the European Cross Country 
Club Championships in 2001. 

“After Modena I will fly back to Ukraine. I will re- 
turn to the Cinque Mulini scheduled exactly three weeks 
before the World Championships in Lausanne. This year 
I changed the training schedule. I am competing less 
than last year to be ready for the clash against Bekele 
and the Kenyans in Lausanne.” 

This was the second time Lebid had competed at 
Vallagarina, finishing fifth in the race. 


Married but not just to medals! 


By Bob Frank for the IAAF 

Going by his current competitive form, it promises 
to be a memorable year for Ukraine’s European Cross 
Country champion Sergiy Lebid. 

The Ukrainian, who has won his three races so far 
this year, is hoping to make the podium in the IAAF 
World Cross Country Championships in Lausanne in 
March, as well as later attempting to equal Paulo 
Guerra’s four victories in the Europeans, and in be- 
tween he hopes to make an impression on the track in 
Paris at the World Championships this summer. 

Yet perhaps the biggest day of his year will come at 
the end of April when he marries former middle-dis- 
tance runner Yelena Gorodnichova. 

If the rest of 2003 goes as well as his recent victories 
on the outskirts of Milan and in Belfast, then Lebid 
will be a happy man. 

The 27-year-old has come a long way since he ran in 
the inaugural European Cross Country Championships 
in Alnwick (in the north east of England) in 1994 as a 
teenager, placing 79th. At the time he was Ukraine’s 
junior cross country champion, and he went on to place 
33rd in the World juniors later that winter, but the “Eu- 
ropeans’ are where he has really made his name. 

His country lies sixth on the all-time medal table for 
the event, with three golds, a silver and a bronze, and 
Lebid has won them all. So it is little wonder that the 
championship holds a special place in his heart, as he 
says: “I have not missed one. I have run it every year 
since it started in 1994 and I would like to go down in 
history as the athlete who wins it the most times. 

“Tf I can defend my title in Edinburgh later this year 
I will equal Paulo Guerra’s four wins, but I want to 
keep winning it. I do not have a figure in mind, just to 
win the championship as many times as I can. 

“Winning medals at major championships is impor- 
tant to me, and after two more races next month I will 
train hard in the Caucasian Mountains with the World 
Cross Country in Lausanne my focus. I train very hard, 
preparing myself for the finish of a race, which is why I 
have developed my strong kick. I work on it in training.” 

Lebid’s next outing will be for his Italian club Cover 
Verbania in the European Clubs’ Cross Country in Spain 
on Feb. 2 and then in the national clubs’ champion- 
ships a week later. He won the European Clubs’ in 2001, 
a rare occasion when the Portuguese did not provide 
the winner. In the previous 11 years before his victory, 
Domingos Castro or Paulo Guerra had triumphed 10 


times Bob Frank for the IAAF — the exception being 
a victory for Mohamed Mouthit, ironically the man who 
denied Lebid the world cross country title in Ostend 
two years ago. 

Lebid ‘went Italian’ following his first European 
cross country success in 1998. He won his title there in 
Ferrara and later decided to link up with Italian man- 
ager Gianni Demadonna and join an Italian club. He 
now spends much of his time there, saying the Ukraine 
is far too cold to train during the winter, and he there- 
fore spends just one month per year back home. 

Looking back at his early sporting years in the 
Ukraine, he recalls: “I won a few schools’ competi- 
tions in 1987 and from there I was sent to a sports school 
in Dnipropetrovsk. But they only did football, basket- 
ball or jogging, there was no serious running at all so 
all I did was jog. I started training more seriously from 
1992 and in 793 І linked up with coach Lofizkiy who 
guided me for many years before he retired. 

“Tt was 1997 before I really got into good shape, when 
I won my first medal (bronze) in the European Cross 
Country Championships, and things have gone well for 
me since.” 

Lebid is recognized mainly for his cross country ex- 
ploits, although he did finish seventh in the 5000m at 
the Sydney Olympics, and took the bronze at the Euro- 
pean Championships in Munich last summer. 

He also has several other track titles to his name. He 
won the 5000m at the national championships in 1995, 
796, 199, 2000 and ’01, as well the World Student Games 
over the same distance in 1999, while he has also been 
Ukraine’s 1500m champion (in 1998) which perhaps 
explains where his exceptional finishing kick comes 
from. Opponents find that unless they have shaken off 
the powerfully-built, fearless Ukrainian before the clos- 
ing stages, they usually have to settle for second place. 

You sense with his great strength and ability to run 
away from rivals in the closing stages, that he could 
become a top marathon runner in the future. He ad- 
mits: “I very much like running on the roads, and the 
track, not just cross country, although that is where my 
greatest successes have been.” 

However, none of those successes have brought as 
big a smile to his face as the one he will wear when he 
marries his long-time fiancé in April. Lebid confirms: 
“Yelena used to be a 4:05 1500m runner but she no 
longer runs. She got injured ... and now she is prepar- 
ing for marriage. We are looking forward to it.” 


Ukraine to take Turkish test 


(UEFA)—Ukzaine have agreed to take on Turkey in 
a friendly game on Feb. 12. 

The two sides will face each other in Izmir, while 
their under-21 teams will play a day earlier in Manis. 
Ukraine have finally found a decent sparring partner 
as they prepare for an important UEFA EURO 2004™ 
qualifying game against Spain on March 29. 

Ukraine currently lie in second place in Group 6 with 
five points from three games, a point behind Spain, 
who have played only two games. Turkey, meanwhile, 
are comfortably leading Group 7 with nine points from 
three games and are five points ahead of England. 

Ukraine head coach Leonid Buryak said he is looking 


to field his strongest side in Izmir. “We are hoping to 
see everyone we will count on in February,” he said. "1 
am also hopeful that Andriy Shevchenko, who missed 
the autumn games through injury, will be able to join 
us. Thankfully, all of our defenders are finally healthy 
now, so the rehearsal before the Spain game is possible 
now.” 

Aside from the match against Turkey, Ukraine will 
play Latvia on April 2 and Denmark on April 30 in 
their other friendlies. The agreement has been reached 
to play a return friendly between Ukraine and Turkey 
on April 26 or 27, 2005. 
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Сергій Бубка хоче підкорити | Yanukovych elected 
не жердину, а теніс 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Поїздка президента України Леоніда Кучми 
країнами Перської затоки, навіть із перспективою 
продати десь там «Кольчугу» чи дві, - невелика 
пожива для західного репортера: повідомлення про 
цей візит лічаться пальцями однієї руки за всі його 
дні. Увагу ж привернув у понеділок інший українець 
- Сергій Бубка. Тільки цього разу - Бубка- 
молодший, син видатного стрибуна з жердиною, 
який хоче стати видатним тенісистом. І, кажуть, має 
шанси... 

П'ятнадцятилітній Сергій Бубка свій перший матч 
на відкритому чемпіонаті Австралії серед юніорів 
програв - із рахунком 6-2, 7-6. Але переможець, 
румунський тенісист Флорін Мерджя, мусив іти 3 
корту майже непоміченим. Уся преса взялася за 
переможеного: не кожного-бо дня на турнірі 
найпрестижнішої серії з'являється Сергій Бубка! А 
те, що цього разу - молодший, тільки додає інтриги... 
Програш на два роки старшому й досвідченішому 
суперникові, до того ж одному з найкращих серед 
юніорів, не став ні для кого розчаруванням - усе 
попереду. Свідченням цього називають уже саму 
участь Сергія Бубки-молодшого в турнірі такого 
рівня й те, що він за рік піднявся з 225-го місця в 
світі до 157-го в своїй віковій категорії. 

Хоча великі перемоги ще не прийшли, а 
випробування славою вже почалося в Мельбурні 
відразу: низка телевізійних і радіоінтерв'ю, прес- 
конференція в великому залі, до якого запрошують 
далеко не кожного дорослого гравця... Та Сергій 
Бубка-молодший уже звик - він уже роками 
привертає увагу саме як син знаменитого батька: 
«Трохи дивно, - каже він, - але я вже звик. Тільки 


ФОТО — РОЙТЕРЗ 
Сергій Бубка (молодший) 

от хочу, щоб колись я сам заслужив на увагу». 
Але син відомого стрибуна, хоч і схожий на Сергія- 
старшого, вирішив іти не зовсім слід-у-слід за 
батьком. Із жердиною таки стрибнув одного разу 
для втіхи - але теніс йому подобається більше, ще з 
семилітнього віку. «Я хочу бути професійним 
тенісистом», - каже Сергій-молодший — який живе 
в Монте Карло, а тренує його, серед інших, і Боб 
Брет - той самий, який тренував був Бориса Бекера 
чи Горана Іванишевича. 

Батько підтримав бойову налаштованість сина. 
Але на корті Бубка-старший може порадити 
молодшому одне: треба боротися. У самому ж тенісі 
батько синові не помічник: непереможний на 
стадіоні шестиразовий чемпіон світу з 35 світовими 
рекордами, Сергій Бубка-старший почав програвати 
в теніс синові, коли тому було дев'ять... 


Третя перемога українців у гандболі 


Чоловича збірна України з гандболу продовжує 
впевнено лідирувати в 6-ій відбірковій групі 
першості Європи 2004 року. Цього разу українці в 
"Таллінні здобули перемогу над збірною Естонії — 
27:17. Перемога над естонцями стала вже третьою 
для збірної України. У перших двох матчах наша 
команда двічі переграла збірну Голландії. 

12 січня в Південному українці проведуть іще один 
матч із естонцями. Проте, здається, всі впевнені, що 


й у цій зустрічі наші хлопці здобудуть перемогу. А 
19 січня - найважче випробування - матч у Сараєво 
проти команди Боснії та Герцеговини. Лише ця 
збірна може завадити українцям посісти першу 
сходинку в б-ій групі. Зрештою, збірна Боснії та 
Герцеговини вже має втрату: в першому турі в 
Таллінні ця команда сенсаційно зіграла внічию з 
господарями майданчика. Р.Д. 


Who’s Number One? Ukrainian Sports іп 2002 


By Lada Shara, Brama, January 3, 2003 

The end of any year provides the perfect excuse to 
sum up the events of the 12 months that have just passed, 
and the world of sports is no different. On Dec. 23, the 
Association of Sports Journalists of Ukraine unveiled 
its list of the ten finest Ukrainian athletes of 2002. 

The runaway leader of this year’s poll was swimmer 
Yana Klochkova, who reclaimed the top spot she was 
first awarded after her three-medal performance at the 
2000 Olympic Games. Klochkova won eight gold med- 
als at the three major international swimming competi- 
tions that took place in 2002 and set one world and two 
European records. Second place went to grandmaster 
Ruslan Ропотагіоу, who certainly can’t compete with 
the physical attributes of his fellow sportsmen, but 
whose mental prowess enabled him to write his name 
into the chronicle of sports by becoming, at age 18, the 
youngest world champion in the history of chess. 

Notable is the absence of winter sports in the list, a 
reflection of Ukraine’s medal-less performance at the 
2002 Olympic Games, as well as the subsequent “de- 
fection” to Belarus of biathlete Olena Zubrilova, who 
had traditionally been the list’s token winter-sport rep- 
resentative. Otherwise, the list is noticeably consistent 
(perhaps, unoriginal). Sports represented in each of the 
past three years are swimming, gymnastics, boxing, ath- 
letics and soccer. 

The stature and popularity of the Klitschko brothers 
is such that Wladimir was awarded third spot of the 
basis of three bouts fought in 2002, while Vitali was 
voted fifth on the basis of two bouts. Sports writers were 
enthusiastic in hailing the resurgence of weightlifter 
Denys Gotfrid after two years in the wilderness. 2002 
also marked a return to the top for wrestler Elbrus 
Tedeyev, while swimmer Oleg Lisogor continued his 
run of consistent excellence by winning six major gold 
medals and setting two world records. This year sports 
journalists selected European champion shot putter Yuri 
Bilonog to represent the realm of track and field. 

Although Shakhtar Donetsk’s Anatoliy Tymoshchuk 
was voted Ukrainian Footballer of the Year, he was not 
included in the top-ten list, while Andriy Shevchenko, 
who was voted Ukraine’s second-best soccer player of 


2002, was included among Ukraine’s sporting creme 
de la creme. That said, Shevchenko’s overall standing 
has slipped. After finishing second in 2000, he was 
voted sixth in 2001 and just squeaked into the tenth 
spot this year. 

The inclusion of Anna Bessonova deserves particu- 
lar attention, for although her achievements in 2002 were 
certainly outstanding, the accomplishments of her team- 
mate Tamara Yerofeyeva were at least as, if not more, 
impressive. Bessonova’s inclusion, therefore, may be 
viewed as a vote of moral support for an athlete that 
spent the year performing under intense psychological 
pressure. In February 2002 doping tests taken by Rus- 
sian gymnasts Alina Kabayeva and Irina Chaschina at 
the 2001 Goodwill Games were shown to contain 
banned substances, and the two athletes were stripped 
of the titles they had won at the 2001 World Champion- 
ship. As a consequence, Ukraine was now declared win- 
ner of the team competition, Yerofeyeva was the new 
all-around champion, and Bessonova was now all- 
around bronze medallist, in addition to which 
Yerofeyeva was awarded one gold and three bronze 
medals and Bessonova was awarded two silver and one 
bronze medal in event finals. However, in early 2002 
Bessonova also tested positive for a banned substance. 
This test result drew absolutely no media attention, and 
Bessonova served out a two-month suspension imposed 
by the Gymnastics Federation of Ukraine. Many months 
later and on two separate occasions, however, 
Bessonova’s positive test and suspension were dredged 
up and splashed all over the international press, in the 
first instance just prior to the World Group Champion- 
ship in July, and then shortly before the European Cham- 
pionship in November. The prevailing feeling in the 
Ukrainian sports press was that the Russian media and 
sporting officials, still smarting from the titles lost by 
Kabayeva and Chaschina, were subjecting Bessonova 
in particular and the Ukrainian team as a whole to a 
base psychological attack intended to undermine their 
performances at the year’s major competitions. Hence 
the particular feeling of sympathy for Bessonova on the 
part of Ukraine’s sports writers, which may have led 
them to select her ahead of Yerofeyeva. 


head of NOC 


(Eastern Economist)—Premier Viktor Yanukovych was elected Presi- 
dent of the Ukrainian National Olympic Committee, Dec. 20. 

He was unanimously voted into the post by delegates to the 14th Ukrai- 
nian NOC general assembly in Kyiv. 

Four other candidates — International Olympic Committee member, 
President of the Ukrainian Track & Field Federation Valeriy Borzov, former 
NOC President Ivan Fedorenko, Vice-President of the Ukrainian Baseball 
and Softball Federation Mykola Martseniuk, and President of Ukrainian 
Weightlifting Federation Anatoliy Pisarenko — withdrew their names 
before the vote. 


Bubka appointed advisor to premier 


(Eastern Economist)—Serhiy Bubka, a prominent athlete from Donetsk, 
was appointed an advisor to Premier Viktor Yanukovych, Dec. 27. Cur- 
rently Bubka is a Verkhovna Rada Deputy, and a Youth Policy, Physical 
Education, Sports and Tourism Committee member. He is a member of 
the Regions of Ukraine faction. 


Brazil’s Rincon to play for Kyiv 

(Eastern Economist)— Football forward Diogo Rincon from Brazilian 
Internacional will play for FC Dynamo Kyiv, said FC Dynamo Kyiv Presi- 
dent Thor Surkis, Jan. 9. According to unofficial data, the forward will 
cost about US$1.3 million. Last summer the clubs agreed on $2.5 million. 
$300,000 was paid in advance with the rest due in October 2002. But later 
on Rincon’s worth fell and Dynamo revised the transfer cost. Internacional, 
being in a difficult financial state, agreed to $ 1.3 million. 
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FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 7:00 P.M. 

The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) is hold- 

ing a book launch of Dr. Bohdan Harasymiw’s recently-published 
study Post-Communist Ukraine (CIUS Press, 2002). Bohdan Harasymiw 
is a professor of political science at the University of Calgary. 
The book launch will be held in Heritage Lounge, Athabasca Hall, 
University of Alberta, and will be followed by a reception. For more 
information, please contact: CIUS, 450 Athabasca Hall, University of 
Alberta, Edmonton, AB T6G 2E8. Tel: (780) 492-2972; fax: (780) 492- 
4967; e-mail: cius@ualberta.ca; website: www.ualberta.ca/CIUS <http:/ 
/www.ualberta.ca/CIUS> 
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Ukraine to build a railroad 


in Saudi Arabia 


(ForUm)—Ukraine may launch a project of building a railroad in 
Saudi Arabia in the near future, and the Saudi delegation plans to 
arrive in Kyiv in February to discuss the project. Visiting Riyadh 
Jan. 18, the Ukrainian delegation signed a set of economic agreements 
with Saudi Arabia and voiced a desire to build a 3,000-kilometre-long 
railway in Saudi Arabia. 

Delivering his speech, President Leonid Kuchma said that Ukraine’s 
trade turnover with Saudi Arabia exceeds US$160 million annually and is 
more than that with Europe and Canada. 

Kuchma was also in Kuwait to hold negotiations with the country’s 
business circles for launching some economic and investment projects 
and discuss the international situation in the Persian Gulf, brought about 
by the Iraqi conflict. 


Briefly 


Airline resumes North American flights 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian airline Aerosvit is resuming routes between Ukraine 
and North America after a four-year break, Interfax reported on Jan. 16, 
quoting Aerosvit General Director Hryhoriy Hurtovyy. The relaunch of 
weekend Boeing 767 flights is scheduled for 30 March. Hurtovyy added 
that Aerosvit will begin another trans-Atlantic route linking Kyiv with 
Toronto in May. 


GDP grows 4.1% in 2002 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s gross domestic product (GDP) increased by 4.1 
percent in 2002, UNIAN reported on Jan. 15, quoting First Deputy Pre- 
mier and Finance Minister Mykola Azarov. Azarov added that industrial 
production grew by 7 percent last year, while inflation was “virtually nil.” 


Businessman hit 

(Eastern Economist)—Well-known businessman Valeriy Kravchenko, 
General Director of the Antarktyka company, was shot to death in his 
garage close to his apartment. A source in Interior Ministry said Dec. 23 
there was no doubt Kravchenko’s murder was a contract killing. 
Kravehenko, 47, had headed the company since 1993. Antarktyka is en- 
gaged in the fish-processing industry. 


Privatization Income Hr 590M 

(Eastern Economist)—State Property Fund Chair Oleksandr Bondar de- 
clared that\as of Dec, 24, the budget had received only Hr 590 million of 
the planned Hr 5.85 billion sum of privatization revenues. Explaining the 
reasons behind such a failure, Bondar emphasized the privatization plan 
included the sale of nine oblenergos and UkrTelecom. However, the gov- 
ernment postponed privatization of these facilities as a result of an unfa- 
vorable market situation and unresolved problems with energy sector debts. 


Agricultural growth slows 
(RFE/RL)—Deputy Prime Minister for Agriculture Ivan Kyrylenko told 
the Verkhovna Rada on Jan. 15 that Ukrainian economic growth in the 
agricultural sector in 2002 did not exceed 3 percent, UNIAN reported. In 
2000 and 2001, Ukraine reported increases of 9.2 percent and 9.8 percent, 
respectively, in agricultural output. Kyrylenko also said more than 40 per- 
cent of Ukrainian farms posted losses in 2002. “The average monthly 
wage in the agricultural sector — 153 hryvnias ($29) — is the lowest 
among economic branches,” Kyrylenko added. 


Grain export 9M tons 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine has exported about 9 million tons of grain 
since Jan. 1, 2002, reported Agriculture Minister Serhiy Ryzhuk, Dec. 25. 
Ryzhuk added he hoped the total volume of export would reach 10 mil- 
lion tons. Since the beginning of the marketing year on July 1, Ukraine 
has exported about 7 million tons of grain including about 3 million tons 
to EU countries. In addition, grain is exported to the Middle and Far East 
and North Africa. This year grain was exported for the first time to Brazil, 
Japan and Canada. 


December Inflation 1.4% 


(Eastern Economist)}—December 2002 inflation was 1.4% compared to 
November inflation of 0.7%, reported the State Statistics Committee, Jan. 3. 
2002 deflation was registered at 0.6%. In 2001, the government had ex- 
pected inflation in 2002 of 9.8%. Prices for foodstuffs decreased 2.3%, while 
non-food products and service prices grew 1.6% and 3.4% respectively. In 
2001, inflation totaled 6.1%. In 2003, the Cabinet expects inflation of 5.2%. 


Turkmenistan may use Odesa-Brody line 

(Eastern Economist)—Ukraine has offered Turkmenistan use of the Odesa- 
Brody oil pipeline for transporting oil to Europe, stated NaftoGaz Ukrayiny 
Deputy Chair Yaroslav Marchuk, Dec. 23. Marchuk said transporting ca- 
pacity reserves in the Ukrainian gas transport system were about 30-35 bil- 
lion cu т а year. He said additional investment could help the figure double. 


Average Kyiv wage over HR 650 

(Eastern Economist)—The average monthly wage in Kyiv is Hr 657.59, 
stated Kyiv Mayor Omelchenko, Dec. 19. He said the indicator exceeded 
general nationwide averages by 65%. He stated 180,000 people commuted 
to their jobs in Kyiv from nearby towns. He also reported Kyiv production 
volumes over January-November reached Hr 9.33 billion compared to 2001. 


Passenger car production falls 66.4% 

(Eastern Economist)—Production of passenger cars in grew in January- 
November 66.4% year-on-year to 34,625 units. November indicators were 
3.3% off October at 4,195 vehicles. At the same time, the production of 
trucks dropped 42% to 2,135 units year-on-year. 
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Kroes completes 
Ukrainian acquisition 


(UkrNews)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. an- 
nounced on Jan. 13 that the TSX Venture Exchange 
granted Kroes approval to close the acquisition of 
Zhoda 2001 Corporation at Dec. 31, 2002. Zhoda holds 
a 45% interest in Kashtan Petroleum Ltd., a Ukrainian 
joint venture company redeveloping the highly produc- 
tive Lelyaky oilfield in Chernihiv oblast. 

In securing the acquisition, Kroes issued 8.6 million 
shares to the Zhoda shareholders. These shares are now 
escrowed and will be released to Zhoda shareholders 
over a three-year period commencing on the comple- 
tion of audited, consolidated financial statements for 
Kroes Energy Inc. at Dec. 31, 2002. 

To satisfy the work commitments of the property li- 
censes within Zhoda 2001, the closing of a series of 
private placements occurred on Dec. 24 and brought 
total funds raised during 2002 to $1,599,950 (gross pro- 
ceeds). 

With the acquisition complete, Kroes will begin con- 


solidating financial and operating results of the 45% 
Kashtan interest. To the end of the third quarter 2002, 
Kashtan’s oil production averaged approximately 370 
barrels per day from 15 producing wells. Kroes’ share 
of Kashtan’s current production is about 170 barrels 
per day. 

In December of 2002, one development well, No. 
186, was drilled and one new workover was completed. 
The well is currently being tested. Well No. 187 will be 
spudded early in 2003, and it is expected that these two 
wells and the workover will provide a substantial in- 
crease in production early in the year. 

Kroes Energy is a junior oil and gas producer and 
explorer with an emphasis on developing assets in 
Ukraine. 


Moscow’s energy strategy 


(Jane’s Intelligence Digest)—Gaining control of the 
strategically vital energy sector is part of a broader strat- 
egy of Russian participation in privatization across the 
former Soviet republics. Moscow already controls — 
directly or indirectly — gas distribution systems in 
Moldova, Belarus, Armenia and Ukraine. 

In Moldova, Russian energy giant Gazprom has long 
held control over Moldova’s gas pipelines. As else- 
where, Moldovan gas debts led to its pipelines becom- 
ing Russian assets. Moldova’s foreign debt current 
stands at around US$1.6 billion and its liabilities 
amount to $729 million, of which $270 million is owed 
to Gazprom. 

The Transdniestr region’s liabilities are even higher 
at $1.118 billion. Of this, $800 million is owed to Gaz- 
prom, including $350.6 million in penalties for late pay- 
ment of earlier gas supplies. Of this substantial sum, 
$100 million has been written off in exchange for Rus- 
sian military equipment evacuated from Transdniestr. 

Meanwhile, the Moldovan authorities refuse to ac- 
cept liability for gas exported to the separatist enclave 
which has been outside central control since 1992. Most 
of the energy supplied to Transdniestr is in the form of 
a hidden Russian subsidy to keep the separatist region 
afloat. All of its pro-Moscow leaders also hold Rus- 
sian passports. The energy supplied to the Transdniestr 
is either re-sold as a source of income or else used to 
maintain the region’s large military-industrial complex. 
Illicitly exported weapons have become the mainstay 
of the Transdniester economy. In the Soviet era, the 
region’s military plants only produced military com- 
ponents. Now there are closed production cycles for 
small arms, a full range of different types of mortars, 
multiple missile launchers and grenade launchers. 

However, even pro-Moscow President Aleksandr 
Lukashenka has complained about Russian pressure to 
transfer his country’s pipelines and gas sector infrastruc- 
ture to Russian control. Lukashenka was furious at 
Putin’s plans to build new gas pipelines to bypass 
Belarus after a Russian-Ukrainian gas consortium was 
established in October. Gazprom warned in October that 
it has fulfilled its gas contract for 2002 and halted fur- 
ther deliveries. This would ensure a very cold winter in 

Belarus and the threat of Lukashenka’s popularity, al- 
ready the lowest it has ever been, declining rapidly 
against a background of mounting popular discontent. 

Belarus receives gas at $30 per 1,000 cubic metres, 
half what Gazprom charges Ukraine and less than a 
third of the price charged to western European cus- 
tomers. Cash-strapped Belarus cannot even afford to 
pay these prices and has traditionally resorted to barter 
deals. In November the Belarusian parliament agreed 
to transform Beltranshaz, the country’s gas transporta- 
tion system, into a joint venture with Russia. Gazprom 
is to receive 30 per cent of Beltranshaz shares in retum 
for canceling $80 million in Belarusian energy debts 
which currently stand at $282 million. 

In the same month Russia took over five large enter- 
prises in Armenia in payment of a $100 million energy 
debt. These enterprises once belonged to the Soviet mili- 
tary-industrial complex. Other enterprises of strategic 
interest to Russia include the nuclear power industry, 
for which it is the sole supplier of fuel, and an alumi- 
num smelter. Prior to this latest debt-for-assets deal, 
Russia had already taken a 55 per cent controlling stake 
in ArmRosGaz, Armenia’s gas distribution system. 

Even in the three Baltic states — newly invited to 
join NATO and the EU — Russian oil has been used as 
leverage to obtain a share in the oil refining and trans- 


portation systems. Threats to halt supplies mean the oil 
refineries either go into liquidation or are forced to ac- 
cept Russian control. Russia’s main targets have been 
oil refineries in Lithuania and Latvia. In Lithuania, 
Gazprom has pressured the authorities to agree to it 
taking a 34 per cent share in the privatized Lietuvos 
Dujos gas company. Gazprom is also purchasing the 
Kaunas thermal nuclear plant while United Energy Sys- 
tems is bidding for control over Lithuania’s electricity 
distribution grids. ; 

Russian strategy towards Ukraine has always aimed 
at taking control of its pipelines through which most of 
Russia’s gas exports are exported. This fact has enabled 
Ukraine to avert a total cut off of Russian gas as this 
would also deny Russia a major source of export earn- 
ings. Russia has therefore been unable to prevent 
Ukraine’s substantial arrears. 

Since Ukraine is the largest transit route for gas in 
the world, in order to force Ukraine to agree to effec- 
tive Russian control of its gas pipelines, Moscow threat- 
ened to build alternative pipelines through Belarus. To 
reinforce this Russian pressure, in May 2002 former 
Gazprom chief Viktor Срегпотугаїп was appointed as 
Moscow’s ambassador to Ukraine. 

At the CIS summit held in Chisinau, Moldova on Oct. 
7 the Russian and Ukrainian presidents signed an agree- 
ment to create an inter-state gas consortium. Ukrainian 
sources have revealed to JID that in return for Putin’s 
support for its internationally isolated and scandal-prone 
President Leonid Kuchma, the pipelines have been 
placed under Gazprom’s control. Kuchma caved in on 
the most crucial aspect of the consortium when he gave 
up a demand for a 51 per cent shareholding that would 
have allowed Ukraine to exercise a controlling stake. 
Instead, Kuchma agreed to Russian demands for 50:50 
control. Russia is now in a position to influence, and 
even veto, Ukraine’s energy deals with other countries. 

Strong criticism of the gas consortium deal is evi- 
dent among the anti-Kuchma opposition in Ukraine. 
To circumvent this, Kuchma insists that as an inter-gov- 
ernmental agreement it does not require parliamentary 
approval. The terms of the agreement continue to re- 
main secret even from parliamentary deputies, who have 
pointed out that the deal is a violation of Ukrainian leg- 
islation since the country’s pipelines are not subject to 
privatization. One factor leading to Prime Minister 
Anatoliy Kinakh’s dismissal a month after the deal was 
signed was his objection to the terms of the gas consor- 
tium which he felt was not in Ukraine’s national inter- 
ests. Kinakh complained only days before the CIS sum- 
mit: “We must not allow any of our partners to exercise 
a monopoly influence over the results of the activities 
of the consortium”. 

Meanwhile, Serhiy Baulin, deputy state secretary at 
the finance ministry, calculated that Ukraine stood to 
lose $1.12 billion as a result of the consortium and an- 
other $375 million on extra subsidies as a result of higher 
prices. Baulin was fired four days after making this state- 
ment. Other well-informed sources have told JID that 
Ukraine will lose an estimated $1 billion in transit fees 
as a consequence of the deal. Opposition to the consor- 
tium within the government was dealt with by sacking 
Kinakh. Pro-Russian Viktor Yanukovych, brought in to 
replace Kinakh from the Donbas, is a supporter of the 
gas consortium. According to Oleksandr Hudyna, a 
member of the parliamentary committee on the energy 
and fuel sector, Ukraine’s national interests are being 
sacrificed to Moscow in order to ensure Kuchma’s рег- 
sonal security after he leaves office in 2004. 
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Suspect Gazprom dea 


involves 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—Russian gas monopoly Gazprom on Dec. 
5 signed a contract for the delivery of natural gas from 
Turkmenistan to the border of Ukraine and Russia with 
a company that was registered on Dec. 6 in Budapest 
called Eural Trans Gas. According to the Russian-lan- 
guage website obkom.net.ua on Jan. 9, Eural (not to be 
confused with the Russian company with a similar 
name, URAL Trans Gas) is owned by Tel Aviv resi- 
dent Zeev Gordon. The website alleges that Gordon 
has ties to organized crime through a transnational 
group headed by Ukrainian-born Semen Mogilevich. 
According to obkom.net, another Mogilevich-related 
company called Highrock Properties Ltd. — run by 
Dimitrii Firtash and Igor Fisherman, both of whom the 
website claims are connected to the Mogilevich orga- 
nization — is registered at Gordon’s residential address 
in Tel Aviv. Fisherman was described by Robert Fried- 
man in his book “Red Mafia” as a onetime associate of 
former Ukrainian Prime Minister Pavlo Lazarenko, who 
is awaiting trial in San Francisco. Fisherman was also 
a paid consultant to Chase Manhattan Bank in New 
York. Fisherman is alleged by Friedman and other jour- 
nalists to be a key manager of Arigon Ltd., one of 
Mogilevich’s main companies involved in the oil and 
gas business. 

Highrock Properties was registered in Limassol, 
Cyprus, on Jan. 15, 2001 with founding capital of 
US$10,000. The company has offices in Ukraine, Rus- 
sia, Turkmenistan, Switzerland, Israel, the United 
States, and Cyprus. The financial director of the Israeli 
branch of Highrock is Igor Fisherman. The company 
has been active in Turkmenistan and Moldova in the 
energy business and in the delivery of barter goods as 
payment for Turkmen gas bought by Ukraine. 

The Eural-Gazprom contract (number ITCP-03) was 
signed on Eural’s behalf by Andras Knopp, a former 
executive of tobacco company Reemtsma, and by A. 
Riazanov for Gazprom. Soon afterward, Ukrainian 
state-owned gas company Naftogas Ukrainy signed a 
contract with Gazprom for gas deliveries in 2003. When 
asked about the Eural Trans Gas coniract, Gazprom 
officials refused to comment. The telephone number 
given for Eural in Hungary was answered by a Hun- 
garian-speaking individual who claimed to know noth- 
ing. Officials from Itera International referred inquir- 
ies to Gazprom. Itera had been responsible for the transit 
of natural gas from Turkmenistan prior to the Eural 
contract. 

Gazprom has come under criticism for a lack of trans- 
parency in the past. At last year’s meeting of the 


Ukraine 


company’s board of directors, a number of minority 
shareholders unsuccessfully sought election to the board 
on a pledge of cleaning up the company. One of them, 
former Russian Finance Minister Boris Fedorov, esti- 
mated that some “$2-3 billion disappears from Gazprom 
each year through corruption, nepotism and simple 
theft,” according to “The Moscow Times” of May 21, 
2001. Alexander’s Oil and Gas Connection website 
(http://www.gasandoil.com) has also published a num- 
ber of articles highlighting alleged nepotism in the com- 
pany in which the sons and daughters of highly placed 
Gazprom executives were given substantial assets in 
the company for nominal payments of 40 rubles. Former 
Gazprom head Viktor Chernomyrdin, currently Russia’s 
ambassador to Ukraine, has been linked to massive 
corruption by the U.S. administration of George W. 
Bush. His son, Vitalii, according to “The Moscow 
Times,” was among those who benefited from a divi- 
sion of assets in the company. Yurii Vyakhirev, the son 
of former Gazprom head Rem Vyakhirev, lived for a 
period in Budapest, where he was sent by his father to 
serve as deputy manager of Panruzgas, a joint venture 
between Gazprom and Hungarian gas monopoly MOL 
to supply $23 billion worth of gas to Hungary through 
2015, according to “The Moscow Times.” 

According to the obkom.net article, Naftogaz 
Uksainy, headed by Igor Bakaj before he was prompted 
to resign in 2001 in the wake of allegations that mil- 
lions of dollars was stolen by siphoning off Russian 
gas bound for Europe through a Ukrainian pipeline, is 
involved. Naftogaz Ukrainy is actively looking to form 
a joint venture with Highrock Properties that would be 
headed by one Lidiya Syzranova, who heads a Swiss- 
Ukrainian joint venture called BARI. Bakaj is a key 
player in BARI. Bakaj is barred from entering the 
United States on suspicion of money laundering and 
owns a home in Naples, Florida, worth an estimated 
$10 million. 

According to other sources, Semen Mogilevich, born 
in Ukraine in 1946, has maintained good relations with 
the Ukrainian leadership. He has met a number of times 
with Leonid Derkach, the former head of the Ukrai- 
nian Security Service (SBU), according to the Internet 
publication “Criminal Ukraine”  (http:// 
Www.cripo.com.ua). He also met with Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma in early 2000, according to a re- 
corded transcript of a conversation between Derkach 
and Kuchma from February 2000. At the time, 
Mogilevich reportedly entered Ukraine in disguise with 
the aim of finalizing a deal he had made earlier with 
Kuchma. 


Canada, Germany, UK impose sanctions 


(Eastern Economist)— Great Britain, Canada and 
Germany have introduced sanctions against Ukraine 
on recommendations from the Financial Action Task 
Force. 

The UK ruled British banks and companies should 
inform British intelligence about operations in Ukraine, 
said the British Embassy. The UK Finance Ministry 
totally supports FATF work on assessing Ukraine’s leg- 
islation and agrees the legislation does not pay due at- 
tention to the risks in fighting money laundering. In- 
formation on activities with Ukraine should be sub- 
mitted to the National Criminal Intelligence Service. 

The German Federal Department for Monitoring 
German Financial Activities stated all financial trans- 
actions by German banks with Ukraine would be sus- 
pected of money-laundering. Special attention is to be 
paid to transactions with legal and private entities. 
Germany will pay special attention to any transaction 
exceeding Euro 15,000 and to those not including a 
client’s name, address or account number. From now 


on, almost every money transfer to Ukraine should have 
permission from the prosecution or from a regional 
criminal department. Germany is also not satisfied with 
the Law on money laundering passed by the Verkhovna 
Rada Nov. 28, saying it does not meet international 
standards. 

Meanwhile, Canada has obliged its banks and finan- 
cial organizations to thoroughly study transactions with 
Ukraine, reported the Canadian Embassy. The embassy 
said sanctions were imposed Dec. 20, 2002. All finan- 
cial transactions coming to or through Ukraine are con- 
sidered potentially dangerous and risky. Special care 
is to be used in identifying clients. The Canadian Ana- 
lytical Centre for Financial Transactions advised banks 
and companies to abstain from all groundless transac- 
tions with Ukraine. 

The US introduced sanctions right after FATF made 
its recommendations on Dec. 19. FATF will revise its 
decision on Ukrainian legislation against money-laun- 
dering on Feb. 12. 


Agreement reached with EU on WTO priority 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine and the European Union on Jan. 
9 agreed on making Ukraine’s accession to the World 
Trade Organization a joint priority. 

A statement released Jan. 9 by the Ukrainian For- 
eign Ministry said that Foreign Minister Anatoliy 
Zlenko and European Commissioner for External Re- 
lations Chris Patten discusse | з a telephone conversa- 
tion the revitalization of overall relations and agreed to 
work on Ukraine’s bid for membership in the WTO. 

Both the European Union and the United States are 
currently considering whether to grant Ukraine mar- 


ket-economy status. 

The agreement indicates an improvement in relations 
between Ukraine and the West. Relations between the 
two have been poor recently following criticisms of 
Ukrainian President Leonid Kuchma’s media policies 
and alleged sales of radar systems to Iraq in defiance 
of United Nations sanctions. 

Ukraine has hopes of entering the WTO by the end 
of the year and of becoming an associate member of 
the EU within 10 years. 


П Kuchma signs 2003 budget 


(RFE/RL)—President Leonid Kuchma signed into law the 2003 deficit 
budget adopted on Dec. 26 by the parliament, UNIAN reported on Jan. 5. 

Ina letter published on his official website (http://www.president.gov.ua), 
however, Kuchma appealed to lawmakers to amend the 2003 budget in 
order to increase the level of social-security protection for poorly pro- 
vided-for Ukrainians. 

The Verkhovna Rada on Dec. 26 voted 348 to 37, with three absten- 
tions, to adopt the budget, UNIAN and AP reported. 

The bill set revenues at 50.02 billion hryvnias (US$9.38 billion) and 
expenditures at 52 billion hryvnias, representing nearly a 4 percent defi- 
cit. 

The budget assumes that Ukraine’s foreign debt will not exceed $8.59 
billion by the end of 2003. 

Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych has described the budget as “so- 
cially oriented.” є 

The Communist Party caucus boycotted the vote, saying the budget’s 
social outlays are insufficient. 

Kuchma also signed a minimum-wage bill to increase the minimum 
monthly wage by 28 percent — from 185 hryvnias to 237 hryvnias — on 
Jan. 1. 


Odesa —Gdansk oil pipeline 
to be put into operation 


(ForUm)—The Ukrainian segment of the oil pipeline from Odesa to 
Gdansk via Brody will be put into operation this year, says to Fuel and 
Power Minister Serhiy Yermilov. 

The minister confirmed on Jan. 20 that the presentation of the segment 
will be held in Brussels on Feb. 18. “Now we hold negotiations on the 
level of the European community for operating the Euro-Asian oil deliv- 
ery corridor,” said Yermilov. 

Yermilov said the presentation will be aimed at attracting the other par- 
ticipants of the consortium. In particular, he said, “We hope that after the 
presentation Ukraine and Poland will be able to sign an agreement on 
further construction. As for the segment that has already been built, it is 
now being filled with oil, and it will be put into operation this year.” 

According to the Ukrainian stock company Ukrtransnafta, the oil pipe- 
line is ready for operation, but filling 670 km of the segment from Odesa 
to Brody will take a lot of time and money. This segment of the pipeline 
will be filled with about 600,000 tons of oil from the Caspian sea. 


Gas consortium gets go-ahead 


(RFE/RL)—Ukzaine’s Antimonopoly Committee on Jan. 21 granted 
Russia’s Gazprom and Naftohaz Ukrayiny permission to pursue the es- 
tablishment of the International Consortium on Management and Devel- 
opment of Ukraine’s Gas Transport System during the pre-investment stage 
of the consortium’s operations, Interfax reported. 

The consortium is being set up on a parity basis under last year’s agree- 
ment between the Ukrainian and Russian governments. 

The pre-investment stage of the consortium’s operations must end by 
August. 

During this stage the consortium’s participants will conduct a feasibil- 
ity study and develop a plan for financing the project. 

The implementation of the investment stage will require further per- 
mission from the Antimonopoly Committee. 
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Ву Askold Krushelnycky 

(RFE/RL)—Ukraine conducted its first-ever census as an 
independent country in December 2001. Past census counts 
on what included present-day Ukrainian territory — by So- 
viet, Tsarist, Austrian, and Polish authorities — were often 
criticized by Ukrainians as skewing figures to their disad- 
vantage. 

Soviet-era census counts on Ukrainian territory were rou- 
tinely falsified by officials and further skewed when Ukrai- 
nians falsely identified themselves as Russians, believing it 
would accord them special privileges. Many also declared 
Russian to be their mother tongue at a time when speaking 
Ukrainian on the streets of the capital Kyiv could lead to be- 
ing accused of nationalism. 

With no reliable census data from the past, the results of 
the 2001 count have been eagerly anticipated. The full report 
will not be published until later this year, but some prelimi- 
nary figures released on Jan. 6 are already causing a stir. They 
show the total number of inhabitants shrinking since the last 
census in 1989 by some 3 million people, from 51.5 million 
to 48.5 million. 

For many, the most sensitive aspect of the preliminary re- 
port are the figures on Ukraine’s ethnic Russian and Russian- 
speaking populations. For the past decade, Ukraine’s Russians 
have campaigned for Russian to be made the country’s second 
official language and for more schools to teach in Russian. 

Government officials seeking to establish a solid national 
identity in Ukraine have steadfastly rejected such suggestions, 
saying the language issue is a vital indication of Ukrainian 
national identity and that Russian would quickly surpass 
Ukrainian if it were also granted official status. 

Previous census counts had showed the number of self- 
declared Ukrainians steadily diminishing, from 76.8 percent 
in 1959 to 72.7 percent in 1989. At the same time, the num- 
ber of people declaring themselves to be ethnic Russians had 
risen, peaking at just over 22 percent. 

But new census results show a reversal in trend, with self- 
declared Russians dropping to 17.3 percent and Ukrainians 
rising to 77.8 percent of the total population. 

The results have caused consternation among Ukraine’s 
Russians, many of whom have accused Ukrainian officials 
of manipulating the results. One prominent member of the 
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First post-Soviet census results sparking controversy 


country’s Russian community called the census results a bu- 
reaucratic attempt to solve Ukraine’s anxieties about its Rus- 
sian-speaking population by “dissolving them into Ukrainian 
society.” 

Russian speakers are not the only group to cry foul. Lyubov 
Stelmakh, an official with the Ukrainian State Statistics Com- 
mittee, which conducted the census, said her organization has 
also come under fire from Ukrainian nationalists who say their 
numbers have been underrepresented. “There was a lot of 
this kind of hysteria during the census itself, from both Ukrai- 
nian nationalists and the Russian side, which to some extent 
possibly obstructed the smooth conducting of the census. Even 
now when Ukrainian and Russian representatives talk [about 
the census], they accuse the other’s community of abusing 
the census process,” Stelmakh said. 

Stelmakh said she has no doubt the census was conducted 
honestly and added that the Ukrainian Constitution grants 
citizens the right to confirm the contents of their census forms 
after they were filled out by census takers. She said that no 
instances of manipulation or falsification have surfaced in 
relation to last year’s census. “In practice, the census was 
carried out by ordinary Ukrainian citizens because it was 
impossible for the government’s statistics body to do it on its 
own. More than 200,000 citizens of Ukraine were hired to 
carry out the census directly, and these consisted of Ukraini- 
ans, Russians, Crimean Tatars, Jews, and others,” Stelmakh 
said. 

The statistics show that the only region of Ukraine where 
ethnic Russians outnumber Ukrainians is Crimea. Although 
some sociologists say the actual number may be somewhat 
lower, the number of people throughout the country who listed 
Ukrainian as their native tongue rose by nearly 3 percentage 
points, from 64.7 in 1989 to 67.5 today. 

Offering an explanation for the rise in self-declared Ukrai- 
nians and Ukrainian speakers, Stelmakh said the census was 
the first to be conducted free of Soviet-style coercion and 
that people feel more comfortable speaking freely about their 
identity. “The number of Ukrainians has grown in the Rus- 
sian-language areas, in the eastern regions like Donbas, and 
in the southem regions. When the Russian secret service was 
operating [in Soviet times] — excuse me, the picture looked 
completely different. The number of Ukrainians has grown 


because the national awareness of Ukrainians is much higher 
than during the 1989 census. They have thought about who 
they really are,” Stelmakh said. 

Ivan Lozovyy is the head of the Institute for Statehood and 
Democracy, an independent Ukrainian think tank. He said 
that the census shows that Ukraine is undergoing what he 
calls “an extraordinarily strong and healthy process of na- 
tional consolidation.” He believes many people of mixed 
Ukrainian and Russian origin who in the past would have 
stated their nationality as Russian have now decided they are 
Ukrainian. “The ethnic label is in many ways an arbitrary 
one. A person says, ‘I’m an ethnic Ukrainian’ or ‘I’m an eth- 
nic Russian,’ first, without a doubt, because of their ancestry, 
but also — and this is not an insignificant factor — because 
of how they view themselves,” Lozovyy said. 

Lozovyy believes the census data were collected and tabu- 
lated fairly and that the dwindling number of Russians can be 
explained by the disintegration of the Soviet Union, which 
saw many Ukrainian Russians return to Russia and halted the 
steady flow to Ukraine of other Russians seeking jobs or re- 
tirement on the Black Sea coast. He said Ukraine’s belea- 
guered economy has also led to a general decline in the popu- 
lation. “Even official statistics show that hundreds of thou- 
sands of people have left Ukraine, primarily to eam money 
working elsewhere, and also to emigrate permanently to neigh- 
boring countries. The birthrate in Ukraine is very low — it’s 
among the lowest in Europe, which is a big problem. I think 
that a combination of all these factors has led to the fall in the 
population,” Lozovyy said. 

Lozovyy said the census, which was initially delayed be- 
cause of financial problems and a dearth of laws on collect- 
ing confidential information, was of great importance for 
Ukraine. “Undoubtedly, the census conducted [in 2001] will 
play an important role in Ukrainian state building, because 
these statistics are the first compiled within the framework of 
an independent Ukraine, albeit with a certain delay. It’s a very 
important element, I’d say, for the pride of ordinary citizens 
that we at last have a census in our nation, and we know who 
we are and who lives here,” Lozovyy said. 

It will still be some time before the final results of the cen- 
sus are known. Stelmakh said a full report will be completed 
only by the end of this year. 
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